

Noise Restrictions @ Circuits		Sustainability
Castle Combe Race Circuit Overview
The Castle Combe airfield opened in May 1941. The land which the airfield occupied belonged to the Castle Combe estate, which was owned by the Gorst family. The airfield functioned for seven years before being decommissioned in 1948. 
Castle Combe Circuit opened in 1950, and the first meeting was staged on July 8 by the Bristol Motorcylce & Light Car Club. Over the next few years, the circuit attracted star names such as Stirling Moss, Mike Hawthorn, Roy Salvadori and John Surtees. 
Castle Combe has staged many different motorsport disciplines over the years. In 1997, Nigel Greensall established a new lap record. His Tyrrell 022 lapped the circuit at 130.93mph. However, this was the last year that the circuit would remain unaltered. A tragic accident involving the death of a spectator forced the owners into installing two new chicanes in order to slow the cars down. The new layout was slightly longer at 1.85 miles, and debuted in 1998. 
Formula Three returned to Castle Combe in 2001. However, it would not stay long. In 2005, the circuit was issued with a noise nuisance order, which meant that the circuit had to reduce its noise level. The British Formula Three Championship, British GT Championship and British Touring Car Championship were louder than permitted, and so were prevented from returning.


Belgian GP circuit threatened after neighbors complain about noise
The race circuit of the Francorchamps Formula One Grand Prix in Spa may not be used for competition races or even test drives for the moment.
Related Articles
The state council, Belgium's highest advisory body, has suspended races on the circuit due to complaints by local residents of excessive noise levels.

Belgium's state council ruled in favor of a two-year-old complaint of a local action group who claimed that excessive noise levels from the circuit disturbed the woods and hills of the Ardennes region. The ruling could suspend any activity at the circuit for years, including the popular Formula One race traditionally held in late August.

Spa-Francorchamps, considered to be one of the most challenging race tracks in the world, mainly due to its fast, hilly and windy nature, is a favorite circuit for many racing drivers and fans alike.

The management of the Spa-Francorchamps circuit is trying to stave off the suspension of its license over environmental concerns. The ruling threatens the future of Formula One's Belgian Grand Prix.

The management said on Wednesday that it was meeting with local authorities to find a solution. The Sourdine action group which brought the complaint insisted it did not want to close the circuit but only to cut down noise levels.

flandersnews.be


Noise Restrictions at Motorsport Vision Venues
These days, all racing circuits have noise restrictions and at MotorSport Vision we are unfortunately no exception. It is extremely important that we operate in compliance with our limits so that we also minimise any disturbance to local communities.
Noise can travel a long way, particularly in certain climatic conditions and therefore we must act in accordance with the regulations to ensure the future of trackdays for everyone that abides by the rules. Please help us by making your vehicle as quiet as possible before taking part in any on circuit activity.
Although the requirements below may seem restrictive, they ensure that the majority of trackday customers who do not attempt to flaunt the noise limits are able to continue to enjoy their events without jeopardising future trackdays with further restrictions.
Anyone wishing to have their car tested before a trackday is more than welcome to come to one of our circuits and have a noise test free of charge. Simply find a day at your most local track when an event is taking place (all events are listed on our Trackday Calendar) and arrive sometime between the start and finish times of the event and we can get your car tested in just a couple of minutes.
	Brands Hatch
	Oulton Park
	Cadwell Park
	Snetterton
	Bedford Autodrome

	Indy Circuit (Daytime) - 105dB(A)
	All circuits - 105dB(A)
	All circuits - 105dB(A)
	Daytime - 105dB(A)
	All circuits - 101dB(A)

	Indy Circuit (Evening) - 102dB(A)
	 
	 
	Evenings - 105dB(A)
 
	 

	GP Circuit 101dB(A)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Some events at 98dB(A)..
	 
	 
	Some  evenings are run at 102dB(A). 
	Bedford Autodrome also has a 87.5dB(A) drive-by limit which is measured at a distance of 20m.


The initial test is a static test which is carried out using a handheld meter. Each car is measured 0.5 meters away from the exhaust at a 45 degree angle when the engine is being held at ¾ of the maximum RPM. In cases where the vehicle has two separated exhausts the measurement will be taken as below from the median point between the two.  Trackday noise regulations:

If you are unsure about the times that we are running noise testing then you can contact each circuit directly on the phone numbers above.
At Bedford Autodrome, we also enforce a drive-by limit of 87.5dB(A) which is measured at a distance of 20m.
Whilst we do not currently impose a drive-by limit at any of our other circuits, in the interests of ensuring that the spirit of the noise level limits is respected, we do monitor drive-by levels using noise meters located around the track. If the results of the drive-by monitoring show that your vehicle is generating drive-by sound levels appreciably higher than vehicles with comparable static test results, then you may be called into the pit-lane to address the noise level being generated.
Additional Information
Factors such as air temperature and humidity can affect the level of noise that your car is producing. This means that whilst on one day your car is within the respective limits, on another it may fall outside of those limits, preventing you from participating.
For your own piece of mind we urge you to keep a record of your cars noise level at each event. If you are ever within 1dB(A) of  a particular limit then we suggest that you strongly consider having your car looked at before making another booking.
Exhausts do get louder with age as the packing deteriorates and it may be that you need to purchase an additional silencer or have the exhaust repacked before attending another event.
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