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Creative Piece – 
A poem
+
Critical Commentary



Home away from home

His face filled with anxiety 
As he saw his email ‘noti.’
Excitement bubbled,  
                          as he read it through,
                                           Sudden tears ran down his face, 
As he realized he was one of the selected few.
He was now going to have to tell family and friends
                                                      That he would be in Wales, 
                                                                             before the year ends.

Three months flew by,
Since he got the news,
That he was one of the selected few.
He departed for Wales,
Where he would begin his studies,
Leaving behind his friends and family.
The move proved not to be an easy one,
[bookmark: _Int_oFqzGY7y]But despite it all, life must push on.

He had never been to Wales,
But he had heard of its foreign food, 
                                          Foreign language and foreign ways.
Very different from what he knew,
[bookmark: _Int_cwCWsGJg]Very different from St. Vincent,
The place he called home.

Where is ‘Vincy?’ One lady asked,
It’s a small country, proudly Caribbean.
One hundred and ten thousand people,
                                                     On one hundred and fifty square miles,
Nothing too extravagant.
The warmth of his people,
Like their warm weather,
makes them who they are.
We little but we ‘tallawah!’

How are you liking it in Wales? they asked.
[bookmark: _Int_ZDVirJzB]Wales had echoes of home.
The farming, the beaches and the sheep,
Made him feel like he belonged.
We don’t have daffodils and rugby 
To bring us together.

Instead, football, breadfruit and fried fish,
Lovely sunsets, music and revelry
Are the bane of our existence.
Like black sand to a magnet,
Nine mornings and ‘Vincymas’
[bookmark: _Int_LLN6gD8o]Bring us together.

It’s bloody hell cold!
It snowed! Temperature below 0 degrees!
You can see his breath from his mouth
As if he is a walking chimney
[bookmark: _Int_bwvu0Dz3]This doesn’t remind him of home!
For there, the sun shines on the golden sand,
                                                          Definitely leaving you with a tan.
The lush green mountains and the beautiful scenery,
All birth a picturesque Wales.

This reminds him of home,
                                          the natural beauty,
That is what makes it ‘Vincy.’

Dialect is to St. Vincent 
As the Welsh language is to Wales,
                                                     The mini chats on the bus and at the pub,
All spoken in Welsh
Always leave have him a tad confused,
                                                        But that’s the language of the people in ‘Cymru.’

[bookmark: _Int_C9z2PW2h]It's that time of the year.
Lights, pretty lights, gift giving and caroling
Lite communities (Christmas)
Ever so bright.
Just like Vincy.
It’s a time for family,
This makes him miss home just a bit more.

The smiles on people’s faces,
The merry feeling of Christmas shopping,
The excitement of opening gifts.
The big family dinner on Christmas Day.
[bookmark: _Int_hDEyjH1R][bookmark: _Int_cF3XALfu]For him, this is a taste of home.
For him, this is HOME away from HOME!






Critical Commentary
Making the choice to move away from family and friends may be one of the most difficult things to do. Hence, the motivation for writing this poem Home away from Home was derived from such an experience. The poem tells the tale of a young man from St. Vincent who was given the chance to study abroad in Wales and who, as a result of his encounters and discoveries, felt at home there. 
When I arrived in Wales to commence my studies, I was astounded by how much it reminded me of home. I never expected a country so far away from the Caribbean to have so many similarities with my homeland. There are, of course, some major differences between the two places, but I still felt connected to home. 
Additionally, this poem was influenced by Croesawger by Hanan Issa, which was found in her book My Body can house to Hearts. Here, Hanan references the many contrasts between her home country of Arab and Wales. She points out how Wales still reminds her of home even with the many differences between the two countries.
Additionally, Zoe Skoulding's writing style in his poetry collection A Revolutionary Calendar had an impact on stanza nine of the poem. In several of the poems, Skoulding inserts a phrase or a word between brackets to help the reader understand or draw similarities with the poem's theme. Thus, the inclusion of Christmas in the bracket in stanza nine serves to let the reader see and understand the message that the stanza is presenting.
In order to establish a framework and accentuate the poem's main theme—that of missing home while being abroad—some repetitions were employed throughout. Additionally, rhymes were incorporated throughout the poem to harmonize the lovely symmetry between the verses and to engage the readers' senses. Also, a few descriptive words were utilized to express the readers' feelings and thoughts in a poem as well as to paint a clear image in their minds.  However, the poem's deliberate omission of descriptive language in some lines was done so that the reader may conjure up and visualize their own images.  
Additionally, this poem's many stanzas employed the dropped line technique to divide some sentences into two parts and to give the poem more visual depth. Also, since some sentences within these stanzas are short, the technique helps make the long sentences look like what surrounds them. 
Overall, even though composing this poem was a difficult effort, I have to say that I enjoyed myself. I felt happy when I talked about the various facets of my homeland. In addition, Issa's poem Croesawgar and Skoulding's writing style in A Revolutionary Calendar helped me get through the obstacles I had to overcome to write this poem. Additionally, the information I learned from my instructor about poems and the many methods utilized to construct a poem had a big impact on the finished product- Home away from Home.
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