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My research question –

What is the best road surface for motorways?

Hypothesis – 
‘More accidents happen on motorways where the road surface is of a poor quality’


Aims - 
1. Aim to research the many types of road surfaces
2. Aim to research the advantages and disadvantages of each surface
3. Aim to research on what the best option would be for a motorway
4. Aim to broaden my knowledge on roadworks and highways

Objectives – 
1. Find in depth statistical data on road crashes where road quality is poor.
2. Prove that mortality rate is higher when it is in worse condition
3. Find what road surfacing types give the best traction and smoothness.
4. Prove that crashes happen a lot less when the quality is higher
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1.0 What new skills did you learn in the period?

During this period I again thoroughly used research to advance my knowledge in the subject area of motorways and weather conditions, I advanced the research I completed on my literature review on motorway accidents correlating with bad surface finishes and harsh weather, to elaborate on this knowledge I again conducted deep internet and text research which allowed me to find relevant and in depth information to help me build on my research, I again found lots of statistical data which gave me complete numerical information with specialist information provided by a different set of civil engineers, and I think this helped build on my research skills.

2.0 How have you been able to adapt and use these skills within the work environment?

 I still haven’t been able to really use my new learnt skills in a work environment as of yet due to not being employed yet within construction, but I’ve applied for a lot of construction companies during this time in hopes of building on this. I think I’ve been able to incorporate many of my pre learnt skills into my university work as I used many of these new learnt skills to build my knowledge along with some research pieces that I have used to incorporate into my final piece of work which is currently in development

3.0	What was the highlight and why?
The highlight of this period was being able to incorporate the sources I found online into my final work piece and again broadening my knowledge on the subject, I analysed and built on previous research made by specialists to incorporate into my final work piece

4.0 What part of the task / activity were most challenging and least challenging
I’m still finding the research and finding sources the least challenging part of the project so far as I am good at gathering information as I am quite skilled on the internet at finding relevant sources to incorporate and not using wasteful information, I’m still finding time management the most difficult challenge as I have found it hard to organise my workload alongside other subjects as at this time I am having a lot of conflicting deadlines along with the fact I have a lot of commitments with working within the week as I am also balancing a 25 hours a week job along with university.


5.0 How are you progressing according to your objectives

I believe I am continuing to do well with the progression of my aims and objectives as I am advancing my final work piece at a pace and rate that I am happy with, I am glad I got a good grade on my first part of the assignment and am hoping it can carry on as I’m finding the feedback to be very helpful to me and helpful with taking my workpiece in the right direction of where I want it to go.
