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Journal article - ‘AI in Military Enabling Applications’

The above journal article, published in October 2019 in the CSS Analyses of Security Policy journal, is written by Niklas Masuhr, a researcher in the Global Security Team at the Centre for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich. It was written for readers of the journal, who are likely to have an academic, professional, or personal interest in national and international security policy. The article provides a summary of the possible uses for artificial intelligence (AI) in several key areas of the military, and the advantages and disadvantages of such applications. 
First, the reader is given an introduction explaining how establishing AI into military applications can be viewed as a revolutionary development, but in reality, is a complex and relatively controversial issue. Some contextual information regarding machine learning, software, and the interaction between the technology and the human is provided, ensuring that the reader has a basic understanding of the technology being discussed. Some examples of where it is believed that AI could be used are highlighted, and it is stressed that its use cannot be viewed as an individual issue, but is reliant on other technological areas such as robotics and sensors.
Three general areas of possible military AI applications are discussed, these being, the strategic decision-making level, training and organisation, and military operations. The advantages and disadvantages of using AI in each of these areas are presented in detail within the text, and are also summarised in bullet points, within a table. 
The article concludes by suggesting that the introduction of AI cannot be viewed simply as a new technology that can be added independently, bringing with it immediate advantages, but that it’s use would require deep and careful imbedding into the myriad systems within its structures. It also makes clear that there are no templates or easy answers to the questions posed within the text. 
As the article provides an accessible overview of the subject, it is a thought provoking and important piece for introducing those who might not be familiar with AI to the key advantages and disadvantages of its application within a military context. As such, it leaves the reader open to make their own decisions about the suitability and it’s importance for the future of the military.  The article contributes to the scientific community by asking questions about how artificial intelligence might be incorporated into the defence and security sector, in the future. 
(398 words)
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