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Proposed Dissertation Title: Constantine’s relationship with Christianity.
Proposed Dissertation Abstract (max 250 words):
Christianity in the space of three hundred years went from being an unwanted Jewish cult in the Levant to becoming the state religion of the greatest empire in the ancient world, Rome. Through her history, the Christians over the Roman empire had been punished and persecuted. This came to an end under the rule of the first “Christian” emperor, Constantine the Great. Following his victory at the Milvian bridge over Maxentius Constantine gained total control over the fractured Roman empire and was able to pave the way for rise of Christianity[footnoteRef:1]. It was prior to this battle where Constantine is said to have witnessed the Chi Ro in the sky with the phrase that changed his future. “IN HOC SIGNO VINCES” [footnoteRef:2] From this divine manifestation Constantine began to change the religious laws of Rome, despite himself still being a worshiper of Sol Invictus, the unconquerable sun. Yet, Constantine is referred to as the first of the Christian emperors. [1:  Davis 1999]  [2:  Eus. Life of Constantine] 







Basic Bibliography (include at least 5 ancient sources or evidence and 10 pieces of modern scholarship):
Atkinson, M, Robertson A, trans. Athanasius of Alexandria. Apologia Contra Arianos. From Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Vol. 4. Edited by P Schaff and H Wace. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Publishing Co. 1892.
Eusebius of Caesarea. The Life of the Blessed Emperor Constantine. Trans Cushing. https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/vita-constantine.asp
Lactancio, L. and Creed, J. 1989. De mortibus persecutorum. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Philostorgius, Historia Ecclesiastica.  Walford, E, trans. Epitome of the Ecclesiastical History of Philostorgius, Compiled by Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople. London: H G. Bohn, 1855
 Theodoret. Historia Ecclesiastica. From Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Vol. 4. Edited by P Schaff and H Wace. Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Publishing Co. 1892.
Bowder, D. 1978 The Age of Constantine and Julian. New York: Barnes & Noble
Davis, P. 1999. 100 Decisive Battles from Ancient Times to the Present: The World’s Major Battles and How They Shaped History.  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 78
Digeser, E D. 2000. The Making of a Christian Empire: Lactantius and Rome. London: Cornell University Press
Gerberding R. and Moran Cruz J. H., 2004. Medieval Worlds. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company
Grant, R, M. 1975. Religion and Politics at the Council at Nicaea. The Journal of Religion 55. 1–12.
Matthews, A. 2012. The Kaiserchronik. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Nicholson, O. 2000. Constantine's Vision of the Cross. Vigiliae Christianae 54:3. 309–323.
Percival J. 2008. On the Question of Constantine's Conversion to Christianity Archived. Wayback Machine., Clio History Journal
Rodgers, B S. 1989. The Metamorphosis of Constantine. The Classical Quarterly 39: 233–246.
Sinigalia, T. 2014.Variations iconographiques : Constantin le Grand dans les peintures des églises de Pătrăuţi et d’Arbore / Iconographic Variations: Constantine the Great in the Paintings of the Churches of Pătrăuţi and Arbore. George Enescu” National University of Arts of Iași
Wright, D. H. 1987.  The True Face of Constantine the Great. Dumbarton Oaks Papers 41. 493–507


