 For a group of your choice discuss and describe potential reasons why those individuals and groups may become isolated within society.
There is one labour market that women have always dominated: prostitution (Levitt and Dubner, 2009). This profession has led to the creation of a vulnerable group through the many barriers they face including their isolation and exclusion from society (Bindel, 2017). 
This essay will look at the changes made to the laws on prostitution over the decades. It will look at several of the laws that have been put into place during the 1920’s and 1930’s. Furthermore, it will explore the Street Offences Act 1959 and Sexual Offences Act 1985. This essay aims to discuss the list of barriers that sex workers face and how it makes them isolated from society. This is the most recent attempt to include prostitution within the norms of modern day society through trialling the legalisation of street prostitution. 
Prostitution is known as providing a wide range of sexual services in exchange for monetary gain (Giddens and Sutton, 2009, Department of Health, 2014) and is often regarded as the world’s oldest profession (Salmon 2008, Bindel, 2017). This profession is one that has gained much stigma through the years including the criminalisation of the activity of selling sex (Bindel, 2017). Despite the illegalisation and stigma attached, this profession has overcome it has still continued into today’s society where many men and women continue to engage in selling their bodies in order to receive a financial gain (Levitt and Dubner, 2009).
Sex work can be grouped into two different categories: these are known as direct and indirect sex work (Department of Health, 2014). Direct sex work is split further into three categories: indoor prostitution, outdoor prostitution and escort work (Department of Health, 2014). Indirect sex work includes strip clubs, lap dancing clubs as well as virtual sex work (over the internet) (Department of Health, 2014). 
Throughout history the concept of what a prostitute defines has changed. In 1791, there were estimated to be approximately 50,000 prostitutes living in London (Flanders, 2014), this is very likely to be an under estimated figure due to many prostitutes who stay of the radar, yet the word prostitute was not used in the way we use it today (Flanders, 2014). During the 19th century the word prostitute was a term used more widely, it referred to women who lived with men outside marriage, women who had sexual relations with men for pleasure instead of money and also included a description of women who had illegitimate children (Flanders, 2014). This term then changed through the criminalisation of sex work by the introduction of the Vagrancy Act 1824 (Lawrence, 2017). Section three of this Act stated that ‘any common prostitute behaving in a riotous or indecent manner in a public place or thoroughfare’ was liable to a fine or imprisonment Laite, (2006). Subsequently the law that followed only applied to London’s Police Districts, was the Metropolitan Police Act 1839. The Act stipulated that ‘any common prostitute that was caught loitering or soliciting for business to any passers-by’ would be arrested, and if convicted they would be liable to a fine, this contradicts the earlier legislation that was put into place and takes a harsher view on prostitutes by way of punishing them for trying to earn a living Laite,(2006). In 1847 the Towns Police Clauses Act extended this policy to the rest of England and Wales with a view to controlling ‘unruly women in public’ (Laite,2006). A major change in the law came into force in 1885 when Parliament was put under pressure; as a result, the Criminal Law Amendment Act was passed in July 1885 (Laite,2006). The main reason behind this was, the editor of the Pal Mal Gazette, Stead, published an investigative report. This report supposedly unveiled an alleged organised child-prostitution ring in London known as then Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon, it conveyed an image of child prostitution as a ‘variable slave trade’ Gorham, (1978), (Laite 2006). In 1885 sub-section 13 of the Act came into force. This was headed the ‘Brothels of Suppression Bill’ (Laite, 2012). A Brothel refers to the premises that is used by more than one woman for the use of prostitution (Laite,2006). Under this new sub-section, a fine or prison sentence of up to three months was given to anyone who was found to have kept, managed or assisted in the management of a premises being used as a brothel (Laite 2012). An amendment to the Vagrancy Act in 1898 made it an offence to assist in encouraging prostitutes and to help them gain business, however in 1900 there were only 165 convictions were made against such people, in comparison to 7,145 prostitutes were convicted (Laite 2006). This shows how prostitutes and those that are aiding in the trade are becoming isolated and excluded 
Despite these historical pieces of legislation being put into place to try and discourage prostitution, the control of prostitution was put into crisis. It actually saw a rise in females selling their bodies (Laite 2012). Magistrates were now reluctant at times to convict prostitutes on police evidence alone, if they did convict it caused an outcry from certain feminist groups who were concerned with the legal justice and therefore arranged demonstrations and protests (Laite 2006).
By the time the First Wold War broke out there were various feminist organisations and civil-rights groups who were vehemently protesting against the solicitation laws, stating that they were unjust and prejudiced to women (Laite, 2012). The feminist groups saw these laws as being unjust, unequal and detrimental to women. A campaign therefore was launched by feminists and libertarians in the 1920’s exposing the shortcomings of the justice system (Laite, 2006). They argued that the term ‘common prostitute’ became a legal stigma (Laite, 2006). This label was to become more prevalent in 1917, when police began to fingerprint prostitutes (Laite, 2012). The feminist organisations succeeded in getting a Bill into parliament several times during the 1920’s and 1930’s, they wanted to demand that the solicitation law be repealed and replaced with a law which not only prosecuted females but anyone who disturbed the order in public places (Laite, 2006). Although the Bills were never passed, the sheer force of the protests made the Government concede a Department Enquiry into street offences (Laite, 2006). Whilst this was going on in the UK, in 1951 in the United States of America, the United Nations resolution condemned those who organised prostitution or made monetary gain from the activity of prostitution. However, it did not ban the practice of prostitution and the 53-member states formally accepted the resolution, although the legislation varies widely (Giddens and Sutton, 2009). Although prostitution had been accepted by the 53-member states it did nothing in the way to encourage the inclusion of prostitutes into society.
In 1954 the Government appointed a committee to review the laws that dealt with homosexual activity and prostitution. The committee was chaired by Sir John Wolfenden (Weeks, 2007). The report was carried out as a response to public concerns regarding the visibility of prostitutes. The report was put into place to try and provide a solution or an acceptable framework with a view to ridding the streets of displays of prostitution (Weeks, 2007). Wolfenden’s report had a dramatic impact on its publication, its recommendations on prostitution became the basis of what would be know as the Street Offenders Act 1959 (Weeks, 2007).
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the 1910’s, in the United States, the Department of Justice conducted a census that include 310 cities to find the number of prostitutes, this was known as the ‘Venkatesh Study’ (Levitt and Dubner,2015). The results of the study showed a figure of approximately 200,000 women were regularly turning to sex work (Levitt and Dubner, 2015). However, this figure must be approached with caution given the illegal status of prostitution and is a conservative figure which is likely to be under estimated (Levitt and Dubner, 2015). It is believed that from a population of 22 million that one in one hundred and ten women aged between fifteen and forty- five were sex workers with 85% being in their twenties (Levitt and Dubner, 2015). The hypothesis is that women turned to prostitution because for carrying out manual work they only earned $6 a week, compared to being able to earn $25 for carrying out sex work (Levitt and Dubner, 2015).
During the 1970’s in America a number of feminist groups started to emerge. The first prostitutes’ rights organisation was started by a former prostitute Margo St James in San Fransisco (NCJRS, 1993). The acronym for the group was COYOTE (Call off Your Old Tired Ethics) (Miller, 2016, NCJRS, 1993). Margo St James started the group in order to act as an advocate to give prostitutes a voice (Miller,2016). Prior to founding the second wave, feminism was a strong movement in the United States, however, there was no organisation that had dedicated itself solely to prostitution and the issues that arose for those women who earned their living working as prostitutes (Miller, 2016). The aim of the group was to lobby to change and repeal the laws regarding prostitution and end the stigma that was associated with sex work, calling for the abolition of laws against sex workers (Miller, 2016, NCJRS, 1993). The group not only assisted prostitutes they assisted strippers, adult film workers and phone sex workers (Miller, 2016). They advocated to abolish the law against pimps and campaigned for governmental regulation for the prostitute/pimp relationship to be seen as a labour agreement between the two parties (Miller, 2016).
[bookmark: _Hlk515874271]As the COYOTE group began to immerse itself into feminism, some feminists started to theorise more about prostitution and policy (Bromberg, 2004). Those who believed in Liberal Feminism see prostitution as being a private business transaction and see the prostitute is an entrepreneur who has the right to contract out her services to whomever she wishes (Bromberg, 2004). The Liberal Feminists view is that being a prostitute is a civil right but should not be encouraged (Bromberg, 2004). Conversely, Radical Feminists view is that prostitutes are human beings who are being demoralised to a piece of merchandise and is therefore not a harmless private transaction (Bromberg, 2004). The Radical Feminists see prostitution to be on the same level as rape and that prostitution is nothing but slavery (Bromberg, 2004). Their view is also that prostitution should be eradicated as the actions of the act degrade all women (Bromberg, 2004). In contrast a Marxist Feminist sees the prostitute as a victim of the social system (Bromberg, 2004). They believe that women are coerced into prostitution due to the social class system and that if women had a choice would choose other roles if the presence of capitalism was not there (Bromberg, 2004). Marxist Feminists would like to see the eradication of capitalism and put more focus on the human being in a more caring way (Bromberg, 2004).
[bookmark: _Hlk515874479][bookmark: _Hlk515876081]Whilst feminist groups were campaigning in the United States, in the UK a new wave of feminism began, perhaps spurred on by the protests in America (Bromberg, 2004).  A group called the ECP (English Prostitutes Collective) was set up in 1975 It is a self- help organisation which is throughout the UK. It was started by women who were a group of sex workers who worked on the streets (Scambler and Scambler, 1997, Prostitute Collective.net, 2018). The group campaigned for the decriminalisation of prostitution and the safety of prostitutes (Scambler and Scambler, 1997, Prostitute Collective.net, 2018). ECP are campaigners for the rights of prostitutes and the barriers that they face. They fight to stop prostitutes being treated like criminals. They also fight to stop the police who have used brutality against sex workers to be prosecuted (Prostitute Collective.net, 2018). Their aim is to end the racism that surrounds the world of prostitution and to give them the same rights to a pension as every other worker (Prostitute Collective.net, 2018).   In 1995 the ECP supported two sex workers and brought about the first ever private prosecution in England and Wales. This saw them succeeding in having a serial rapist being put behind bars (Scambler and Scambler, 1997, Prostitute Collective.net, 2018).
[bookmark: _Hlk515892388]There is estimated to be around 72,800 sex workers in the UK (Publications.parliament.uk, 2016), however this estimation needs to be treated with caution as it is done in the absence of robust data (Publications.parliament.uk, 2016). The British Medical Association report in 2006 suggests that there could be as many as one in ten men regularly pay for sex in this country (Street Light UK, 2015). However, Streetlight UK believe this is only the tip of the iceberg (Street Light UK, 2015).
Prostitution is seen as a social issue and in recent years different countries within Europe have changed their approach to prostitution (Publications.parliament.uk, 2016). Research has shown that marginalised groups including prostitutes and sex workers have a stigma attached to them, this can have a fundamental effect on their mental health and well-being. A number of prostitutes have social issues, and, in the UK, there is a very strong link between street sex workers and drug dependency, homelessness and social exclusion (Publications.parliament.uk, 2016). These social factors often make women feel isolated, vulnerable and trapped (Street Light UK, 2015). It is thought that the two main factors which prompt women into prostitution is homelessness and drug addiction (Street Light UK, 2015). This kind of sex work is known as ‘survival sex’, where women use prostitution as a last resort to provide shelter and food or providing money in order to fund a drug habit. It is concluded that illicit drugs are very much associated with ‘high risk’ sexual activities (Cambell and O'Neil, 2006). These illicit drugs take common place amongst prostitutes (Cambell and O'Neil, 2006). There is lots of evidence that documents the relationship between drug abuse and prostitution (Cambell and O'Neil, 2006). One of the most recent publications is the governments review on prostitution, this documents a growing concern that problematic drug use has on sex workers (Cambell and O'Neil, 2006). 
[bookmark: _Hlk515896516] There are some organisations who can provide support to prostitutes to those who wish to exit prostitution. A charity called Nia have set up the LEA project (London Exiting Project). The charity has been providing a non-judgemental support and advocacy programme for women, girls and children who have experienced sexual and domestic violence since 1975, it also sets out to provide and inform on policies as well raising public awareness (Niaendingviolence.org.uk, 2018). The charity also provides a refuge called Daria House, it puts the focus on supporting women who have been exploited thorough their involvement in prostitution (Niaendingviolence.org.uk, 2018).
The LEA project provides advice on welfare benefits, housing advice and provides access to drug and alcohol services as well as support to get education training, volunteering and employment advice (Niaendingviolence.org.uk, 2018).
Prostitutes from around the world, mainly arise from poor, social backgrounds, however a considerable number of them nowadays are middle class women who are now providing useful and respectful service like Rona, a sex worker, who has 10 years’ experience and says:
“yes, it is a profession – I believe a perfectly respectable profession and should be viewed as such in the same way as a teacher, accountant or anyone else…. Why should I use the fact that I have chosen to work as a prostitute be considered any different from that of being a nurse, which I once was” (Giddens and Sutton, 2009).
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