The Art of Typography

TASK THREE Option 2 – Typographic Album Art Brief

Introduction	
Vinyl record sales have hit a 27 year high. More than 9.7 million LP’s were sold in 2018. Consumers once are again embracing this physical and tangible format to purchase music, and as such it is gaining ground on digital downloads. Vinyl album covers have been used for decades and define many counter cultures and ‘tribes’. Much of this is not only down to the music contained therein, but it is also down to the dynamic and original design of the outer packaging and sleeve. Many materials have been used to create stan- out but the primary method of expression is often typographic.

Brief
Using only typography you are required to design a 12” vinyl album cover and reverse track listing for an existing artist, group or band. You can incorporate colour, texture or pattern into your design but you cannot use illustration or photography unless it is specifically utilised to present type or letterforms.
You will need to:
• Select a recording artist and album (past, present or future)
• Create a dynamic, original and relevant typographic treatment for the cover
• Identify and consider your target audience
• Use your artists' existing visual identity where appropriate

Work Required
When collating your work for this project it must include:
• A prototype album cover
• All evidence of research and analysis
• All your conceptual enquiry
• A sketchbook/layout pad/visual diary or folder that includes all your idea progression
• A 200 word rationale that describes and explains your idea and the creative decisions you 
have made

Learning Outcomes
To pass you need to have achieved the learning outcomes outlined below:
1 – Display imagination and ingenuity in your use of typography
2 – Demonstrate divergent and convergent thinking through your process
3 – Provide evidence of research and analysis 

Texts/hints and Tips
Listen first. The best way to start answering this brief is by getting all your inspiration from the music, the lyrics and the artist or band. Then research the format as this will help you reimagine what is possible. The typography and album cover can be produced autographically, the use of technology is not a prerequisite for completing this task.

Submission Information
You need to create a prototype. You will need to present your final finished design as a 12” album cover, or create a bespoke format that could be used to package a 12” vinyl record. Be prepared to present your idea to the rest of the group. This must be supported by all research, analysis, conceptual and preparatory work.


Deadline
12 noon on Monday 6th January 2020.






Mart’s bit:
Album cover art presentation and briefing

Mart’s bit:
Found alphabet exercise and work in progress.

Mart’s bit:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Resisting habitual thinking – the banana exercise and work in progress.
