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1. Assessment One: Archival Exercise
Archival Research Assessment: 
(A) People and events: Chosen topic the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381
Methodology 
The majority of the sources used in this list were found through The National Archives (TNA) Discovery tool[footnoteRef:1] by searching the ‘Peasants’ Revolt’[footnoteRef:2] and as the Revolt took place in 1381, the dates were also narrowed down to the years 1381 to 1400. This search produced several petitions all of which included related material at the bottom of the page leading to other similar petitions. The Discovery tool was also used when looking at some sources outside of TNA such as the Bedfordshire Archives and Records Service[footnoteRef:3]. Finally in attempting to find something other than petitions a simple google search was conducted in order to ascertain more background information on the key figures of the Peasants’ Revolt seeing if searching for their names brought up different results. The google search led to Froissart’s Chronicles which is held by the British Library[footnoteRef:4] but was written outside of the original time frame searched.  [1:  The National Archives, Discovery: The National Archives (2021) https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk [Accessed: 12 November 2021]]  [2:  The National Archives (2021)]  [3: Bedfordshire Archives and Records Service (2021) http://bedsarchivescat.bedford.gov.uk [Accessed: 12 November 2021]]  [4:  British Library (2021) < https://www.bl.uk> [Accessed: 12 November 2021]] 


1a. London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5143, ‘Petitioners: Roger de Burton, citizen of York.’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ‘Petitioners: Roger de Burton, citizen of York’ (2021) London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5143< https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149713> [Accessed: 12 November 2021]] 

1b. London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5142, ‘Petitioners: William Bell, citizen of York.’[footnoteRef:6] [6:  ‘Petitioners: William Bell, citizen of York.’ (2021) London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5142< https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149712> [Accessed: 12 November 2021]] 

1c. London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5141, ‘Petitioners: Richard del See of York.’[footnoteRef:7] [7:  ‘Richard del See of York’ (2021) London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5141 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149711 [Accessed: 10 November 2021]] 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]1d. London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5140 , ‘Petitioners: William Tykhill (Tickhill), citizen of York.’[footnoteRef:8] [8:  ‘William Tykhill (Tickhill), citizen of York.’ (2021) London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5140 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149710 [Accessed: 10 November 2021]] 

The four sources above were all found by searching TNA for ‘Peasants Revolt’, the four sources are linked on the bottom of each other’s petitions as being related. The four petitions are from Roger de Burton, William Bell, Richard del See and Tykhill (Tickhill) William all of whom were from York and feared for their lives if they returned to the city. They all asked the king and parliament in order that their safety be assured as they had been accused of taking part in the uprising as an assistant to John de Guisborough. Although these are four different petitions, they cover the same concerns practically verbatim, I have therefore grouped them together as one. 

The significance of these petitions is that they highlight how far reaching the Peasants’ Revolt was, as traditionally it is associated with Kent and Essex whereas here are four men who all claim to have been arrested and fined because of the Revolt and fear that if they return home to York they will be arrested and executed. 

2. London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5144[footnoteRef:9] [9:  ‘John de Eston, citizen of York’ (2021). London, The National Archives SC 8/103/5144 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149714 [Accessed: 10 November 2021]] 


This source is a petition from John de Eston which is very similar to the petitions of Roger de Burton, William Bell, Richard del See and Tykhill (Tickhill) William. It differs slightly in that John de Eston was arrested ‘Tuesday after Corpus Christi and held there until the following Saturday’ as well as being forced to pay two fines one of 5 marks and the other of £40. 


	3a. London, The National Archives SC 8/109/5414[footnoteRef:10] ‘Thomas Arundel, Bishop of Ely. Arundel Thomas King and council. Ely, [Cambridgeshire] The petitioner complains of breaches of his rights as liberty-holder concerning his claims to forfeitures within his liberty. Let a supersedeas be sent to the king’s ministers until the next parliament.’ [10:  ‘Thomas Arundel, Bishop of Ely’ (2021). London, The National Archives SC 8/109/5414 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149988[Accessed: 12 November 2021]] 


3b. London, The National Archives SC 8/109/5416[footnoteRef:11] ‘Petitioners: Thomas Arundel, Bishop of Ely.’ [11:  ‘Thomas Arundel, Bishop of Ely’ (2021). London, The National Archives SC 8/109/5416 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149990 [Accessed: 12 November 2021]] 

	



Searching under ‘Peasants Revolt’ on TNA produced several other petitions this time from the Bishop of Ely, Thomas Arundel to the King and council. Some of the Bishops ‘tenants and men were sentence to death for the King’s justices’ as these men were convicted of treason their land was forfeit but it was undecided at this time as to whether the land was forfeit to the King or the Bishop, until such time as the owner was ascertained the bishop would ‘suffer the Earl of Arundel’ to hold the land. As with the above petitions from residents of York TNA lists related material in this case there are two related petitions ‘from the same petitioner’. In both Arundel ‘complains of breaches of his rights’ over the forfeiture of land. As with the York petitions Arundel’s petitions are important as they show the long-term judicial effects of the Revolt, effects that did not end only with the conviction and execution of those involved in the uprising. 

4. London, The National Archives SC 8/109/5411/5411[footnoteRef:12] ‘Petitioners: John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster: Thomas Arundel, Bishop of Ely’ [12:  ‘Petitioners: John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster; Thomas Arundel, Bishop of Ely’ (2021) London, The National Achieve SC 8/109/5411/5411https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149985 [Accessed: 12 November 2021]] 


This source was again located using the ‘related material’ links on the petitions of Thomas Arundel. Unlike the previous petitions from Arundel where he is the sole petitioner SC 8/109/5411/5411 has another petitioner John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster as well. Due to the nature of medieval dating, there is no indication on the sources as to which order the petitions were written in therefore it is uncertain whether this petition was written after the others as Arundel was not appeased by the outcome of his previous petitions made on his own. 

5. London, The National Archives SC 8/139/6925[footnoteRef:13] ‘Petitioners: Lords of the realm. Addressees: King and lords of parliament.’ [13:  ‘Petitioners: Lords of the Realm’ (2021) London, The National Archives SC /8/139/6925 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9209109 [Accessed: 12 November 2021]] 


Is another petition from landholders asking the king to return land to that had been forfeited because of trails relating to the uprising, however unlike Arundel’s petitions this is more general from the ‘Lords of the realm’. As with many of the other petitions there is no nature of endorsement so there is no information on the outcome of the petition. 

6. Bedford, Bedfordshire and Records Service BOR B/A1/6[footnoteRef:14] ‘Copy letters patent of Richard II withdrawing all grants made to the rebels during the…’ [14:  ‘Copy letters patent of Richard II withdrawing all grants made to the rebels during the…’ (2021) London, The National Archives BOR B/A1/6 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/0f4da956-6eb2-4cbd-ba20-2ef3c1748ea6 [Accessed 12 November 2021]] 


The Copy of Letters Patent of Richard II withdrawing all grants made to the rebels during the Revolt is held by the Bedfordshire Archives and Records Service, but this source was found through searching the National Archives for ‘Peasants Revolt’. The source does not state what the grants were but despite this the source still seemed important as the letters help to demonstrate that Richard II only conceded to the rebels demands to procure peace, obstinately going back on his word after the event. 


7a. London, British Library, Royal MS 18 E I[footnoteRef:15] ‘Jean Froissart’, Chroniques, vol.2 [15:  ‘Jean Froissart’, Chroniques, vol.2 (2021) London, British Library Royal MS 18 E I http://searcharchives.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=IAMS040-002107564&fn=permalink&vid=IAMS_VU2 [Accessed:12 November 2021]] 


Although this source is located on an archival website this source was not discovered from searching The British Library website instead it was found through a google search for the ‘Peasants Revolt’ which took me to the British Library. Froissart’s Chronicles is an important source because he details causes and the effects of the Revolt. As Froissart was writing during the events his accounts are highly useful in providing an insight on thoughts and feelings that were present at the time, although it is worth being aware that Froissart was not in England at the time of the Revolt. Even though Froissart was alive during the Peasants’ Revolt the manuscript held by the British Library is dated from the latter half of the fifteenth century and was originally produced in the Southern Netherlands (Bruges) Provenance for William 1st Baron Hastings (c. 1430 – 1483)[footnoteRef:16].  [16:  British Library (2021) http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Royal_MS_18_E_I [Accessed: 15 November 2021]] 


7b. London, British Library, Royal MS 18 E 1: Vol II, f. 175r; image no. 1[footnoteRef:17] ‘The Death of Wat Tyler’ [17:  ‘The Death of Wat Tyler’ (2021) London, The National Archives https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/utk/england/popup/wattyler.htm [Accessed 12 November 2021] 


As with the above source the image from Froissart’s Chronicles showing the execution of Wat Tyler was located through a google search rather than searching specifically on one archival website.

7c. London, British Library, Royal MS 18 E 1: Vol II, f. 165v:[footnoteRef:18] The peasants' revolt, with banners of England and St George. Jehan Balle and Waultre le Tieulier are marked with their names. [18: ‘The Peasant’s Revolt with banners of England and St George’ London, British Library http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=royal_ms_18_e_i_f165v [Accessed 15 November 2021]] 


This pictorial source was found from the information page on the British Library website, the picture shows the Peasants’ Revolt including the protagonists of Walter Tyler and John Bell who are named in the picture. 

8. London National Achieves SC 8/20/970[footnoteRef:19] ‘Petitioners: Commons of the realm. Addressees: King and council. Nature of Request: The commons of…’  [19:  ‘Petitioners: Commons of the realm. Addressees: King and council.’ (2021) London. The National Archives SC/8/20/970 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9061125 [Accessed: 12 November 2021]] 


This petition again concerns the effects of the Revolt in this case that the leaders Wat Tylere, Jack Strawe, John Hanchach and Robert Phippe were all beheaded without a trial. The petition from the commons of the realm requests that the four men are treated as though they were convicted felons, as by doing so their land is forfeit. Without being treated as traitors the land of Wat Tylere, Jack Strawe, John Hanchach and Robert Phippe would naturally go to their next of kin rather than reverting to the crown. 

9. East Riding of Yorkshire Archives and Local Studies Service BC/I/35[footnoteRef:20] ‘Exemplification of pardon to the Burgess of Beverley. [20:  ‘Exemplification of pardon to the Burgesses of Beverley’ (2021) London, The National Archives BC /1/35 < https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/67322807-b125-4c58-beea-62e3855c883f> [Accessed: 12 November 2021] ] 


This record although found on TNA is held by the East Riding Archives,[footnoteRef:21] the recourse is included here due to the similar nature with the other resources found in showing the wide-reaching effects of the Peasants’ Revolt as Thomas de Beverley and nine others were to pay 1100 marks to secure their exemplification. 1100 marks is a significant sum and probably reflects Thomas de Beverley’s social position.  [21:  East Riding Archives (2021) https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=zBC%2f1%2f35 [Accessed: 12 November 2021]
] 



Conclusion

There is plenty of information held particularly by TNA about the effects of the Peasants’ Revolt but aside from Froissart’s Chronicles I was unable to find information on the causes leading up to The Revolt in any of the archives I looked at. Therefore, to fully study the Revolt this omission must be rectified possibly by searching the poll tax which was the cause of the rebellion as well as the names of some of the key figures. With regards to the consequences of the Peasants’ Revolt there is a reasonable amount of information available, although further research would be needed to fully establish what happened as a result of the petitions for example did Thomas Arundel succeed in reclaiming his land. In order to do this one would need to look into the estate of Arundel as well as being able to view the adjoining transcript that accompanies the online petitions. Another line of further inquiry would be with regards to the letters patent in order to ascertain what grants were made and subsequently revoked by King Richard.


