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‘... you tell me what it is you

say the computer can’t do and

I'll build you one that will do it ...
(harried designer)

IX-GUNS AND SILICON
f}smg raw materials supplied by Hollywood, most of us formed,
in our childhood years, an image of the sheriff. The ical sheriff
was lean, tough, armed, and frejuently on the side of the angels.
He was trying, against heavy odds, to establish law and order, and
if this meant drawing his gun, well, he killed only with reluctance.
The morality plays in which he participated derived their
from the simplicity of the conflict between good and evil, and
was just fine by a six-year-old movie-goer.

That sort of sheriff, however, came from an era that reall

y never
was. If it had been, it would have been over by now - mowed

down by a steady stream of electrons and city silicon, The sheriff’s
office with the rickety chair, the barred cells at the back, and the
strong smell of sweating horses, has been supplanted by one with
amemory bank, attached to a printer, linked to county files.

in the West now excites awe along the
the hotel with the bal-

The fastest data retrieval
two-dimensional facade of saloon doors,

cony, Wells Fargo, gunsmith, blacksmith,
guns, hitching posts,

at the time
arrest records,”
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he washing machine illustrates a
:-imilar phegomenon‘ No one who
has ever laundered a sheet by hand,
and without the benefits of hot run-
ning water, would want to return
to the scrubboard and tub. But the
popularity of the electric home
washer in the 1920s doomed both
the laundress and the commercial
laundry. In the process, the time
spent on laundry work by the house-
wife who had previously employed
such services was bound to increase.

The electric washer also meant an
upgrading of household cleanliness.
Men gave up removable collars and
cuffs, which meant that the whole
shirt had to be washed and then
ironed. Homemakers began chang-
ing two sheets every week, instead of
moving the top sheet to the bottom

and adding only one that was fresh.
In the late 1950, when synthetic
no-iron fabrics were

introduced, thy
size of the househol a

d laundry load
increased again: shirts, ak‘:r?n and
blouses that had once been sent
to the dry cleaner

were now beinﬁ
{’oued into the household was.

asket. By the 19|
e y 80s the average

equipped now
automatic washer an, ey

d dryer,
Processin, roughly ten g‘\“‘:}:
undry that her
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The visual faculty is fissioned
off from the other senses.

Letters are an extension
the only lineal and re
of the body.

'King Cadmus sowed the Dragon’s teeth
and they sprang up armed men.”

Montaigne felt the situation
of print as like putting
messages in bottl

‘Amusing notion: many things
that [ would not want to tell
anyone, [ tell the public;

and for my most secret
knowledge and thoughts, I
send my most faithful friends
to a bookseller’s shop’

(DM. Frame, Montaigne, A Biography, 82).
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