1901000

ECAD 4009 – Task 2

Before I began this course, I gained a lot of experience of schools from my family as I come from a family of teachers. This experience has given me an insight into how the community around a school and a child’s home life can have an effect on their education. When it comes to the foundation phase I felt that it was an important part of a child’s education as its where a child develops their motor skills, communication skills and their literacy skills. My first assumption is that if the child lives in a family that is deprived or where there isn’t much interaction between the parents and the child then the child will only develop in school which could lead to the school being below the national average. This is an obvious negative effect that I felt I would discover in depraved areas where there are mostly low-income families. This assumption is based on my experiences of schools that I spent time in before I started this course. My second assumption is that the higher the level of poverty the higher chance there is that there will be more ALN children in the school. This is because I have spent a lot of time in a school in a depraved area before I came to university and a significant amount of these children have ALN. Because of this previous experience I have the assumption that there is a link between the area and ALN. However, I had only experienced this in one school as it was one of the few schools that I spent a significant amount of time in, so it was a very basic assumption without any evidence to support it. My first assumption is also not very concrete for the same reason that I had no evidence to support my ideas until I spent time in two other schools. One was in a similar community to the one that I had spent my time in, and which formed my assumptions. Whereas the school I am doing my placement is in a town Centre so has a different type of community so it would be interesting to see if it would have the same pattern as the others, so my assumption for the school in the better area is that there would be less ALN children and the children would have a higher standard of skills.
My first assumption that I had when it comes to teaching in the foundation phase is that the home life of a pupil will determine what kind of education they have. By home life I mean the interaction between the parents and the children. These days parents tend to spend more time on their phones and watching tv than paying attention to their children. So children are often stuck with their heads in iPads or games consoles, which means they don’t develop their social skills, communication skills or their literacy skills which means they are then behind when it comes to being in the classroom. I experienced this in the school that was in the poorer and more deprived area. After speaking with the class teacher I learned that many of the children in the class didn’t have a lot of interaction with their parents, which made sense as multiple children seemed to gravitate towards me rather than the class teacher as they saw me as more of a big brother/father figure as those types of people may be absent in their lives. This translated into their literacy and communication skills. As some were at the right stage of their development there were also others that were significantly below where they were meant to be. This shown in the contrast between the year 1 class in the poorer community and the nursery class in the better community. All children in the nursery class are at the right point of their develop so there were no surprises there. However, there were some nursery children who had better communication and literacy skills than some of the lower pupils in the year one class which shows the nursery children interact more with their parents. According to Edutopia parental involvement is a primary indicator of a child’s potential academic success and to have the best possible chance of a child reaching their full potential a parent should read with a child every chance they get and use techniques such as getting the children to make a prediction of the story based on the title, pointing to the words and letting the child repeat it to improve their vocabulary, making the story more fluent by adding their own flow and excitement so the child is more excited and take more of the story in, and finally by asking the child questions about the book which will reinforce any information taken in (Burton, 2013). As the evidence from the article and my own personal experience shows my first assumption about the link between parental interaction and the effect it has on a child’s early education and skills was right.
My second assumption is that the level of poverty in the community will negatively affect the child’s education and the higher the level of poverty the more ALN children there will be in the school. When I was in the school in the poorer area the class teacher told me that some of the children were affected by being from low-income families so that meant they didn’t have the correct uniforms and some of the children were suffering from malnourishment as they weren’t eating at home which caused a problem for them in class because they weren’t getting the right amount of sleep or food which meant they couldn’t focus properly on their work so they weren’t learning anything which put them further behind the children at the top end of the year 1 class and will have a negative effect on their long term education. Along with not being able to focus these children that were suffering were more likely to get into trouble as they were tired, stressed and more irritable which is expected when they’re not getting what they need to be healthy. Compare this with the nursery class in the nicer area and once again there is a clear contrast between the areas as all the children don’t have to worry about malnourishment and each child is taught the importance of a good diet by being made to have a piece of their 5 a day which they get to choose what they want. Some of the top nursery children are probably at a higher level than some of the year 1 pupils due to the fact that the nursery children are properly nourished so can take in more information and therefore develop at a higher rate. Also, from my experience I have witnessed that the poorer the area the more ALN children in the school. This is because when I have been to schools in poorer and more deprived areas there have been significantly more ALN children in each class than the school that’s in the nicer community. There have been many studies into this and the results show that my assumption  that the poverty a child lives in impairs learning ability and it is showed on the nih.org website (National Institutes of Health, 2012).
[bookmark: _GoBack]From what I have learned from the information I have gathered, combined with my own personal experiences, I will be able to move forwards knowing how to teach these children with the best effect. When it comes to children not having enough interaction with parents I would aim to have one on one sessions with the children at the lowest level while getting the more advanced pupils to read to each other and then get them to ask each other questions about the book as there is evidence shown that this helps children transfer information into their long-term memory. To solve the problem of children being malnourished I would offer one piece of fruit in the morning and one piece of fruit in the afternoon as this would give them more energy to listen and take in information and it would also improve the health of the children as they would be getting more healthy food. The way to tech the ALN children would be to tailor the tasks that they’re doing to suit their ability as this would help them gain confidence if they could do the tasks independently. 
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