
Digital Skills and Research Methods

Student name: Mohmed Aarif Idris Patel
                        Student ID: 2120428
                       Lecturer name: Amitave Banik
                       BMSW4003


Table of Contents
Introduction	2
The rationale of the study	3
Aims and objectives	4
Methodology	5
Data analysis	7
Primary Research	7
Secondary Research	11
Conclusion & Research's Outcomes	12
Reference list	13
Appendix	14




[bookmark: _Toc100350177]Introduction
Because of the enormous significance of the online learning environment, many authors, researchers, journalists, and academics are increasingly advocating that all educational endeavours be conducted in this format (Gleeson-White 2012). The VLE method of learning enables the understudy to develop their active aptitudes to the fullest extent possible, not merely since this type of study strategy is now being tested often. As a result, educationalists have the opportunity to improve the educational system. It is because of this that they can aid the student in learning their skills and also try them out halfway inside this virtual environment, resulting in better learning experiences.
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The rationale of the study
Today's educational system is heavily reliant on cutting-edge technologies. Learning techniques and procedures are evolving as a result of advancements in technology. The use of a VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) in the classroom is one prominent way and practical illustration of this (Halfpenny & Procter 2015The term "virtual learning environment" refers to an online platform that enables automatic agreements between students and instructors that enhance the learning experience. Rather than mimicking and replacing the real study hall atmosphere, a virtual learning environment (VLE) utilises technology to promote in-class comprehensions, such as digital communication, collaboration, and examinations or surveys that are administered via the VLE. Every student gets access to this VLE, thanks to modern education experts and academics (J 2016). This is due to the fact that this type of learning actually aids pupils in developing their active talents, and not just because this type of study method is always being researched. Students will be able to study and partially practise their courses in a virtual environment much more rapidly thanks to a stronger framework provided by educationalists.
Since the present pandemic crisis has opened up a widening gulf between the two sides of the country in terms of the number of people who have been affected, this topic has become even more intriguing (Jackson 2016). The only way to know if this VLE is on the correct track for student learning is to see how it's affecting it in the real world. With the above-mentioned rationalisations in mind, a study is being conducted to ascertain the facts regarding this subject.
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Aims
The reports or projects planned goal is referred to as its "aims" in this context. The primary goal of this study is to determine the genuine influence of the VLE on students' learning experiences in the current environment.
Objectives
The goals are broken down into atoms in the mission statement, which is where objectives come in. This report is about all of the concerns and meets the research's primary goals if the modest goals are met. These are the study's goals, which are outlined in the next section.
· To learn about the virtual learning environment.
· To be able to have a better understanding of the virtual learning environment by students at the University of Wales - London Campus.
· To fully appreciate the educational value of a virtual learning environment.
· To observe the effects of this online learning environment on the learning outcomes of its users.
· To offer some practical suggestions for improving the virtual learning environment system.
In order to achieve the stated goal of this thoroughly analysed study, these are the most important goals.
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Research Type
The direct technique referred to as primary research, and the indirect approach, referred to as secondary research, are the two fundamental types of research methodologies. In this study, both quantitative and qualitative methodologies will be employed to their full potential (Laudon & Traver 2020). A look at the reasons for and characteristics of these two kinds of study is provided here. Rather than depending on information gleaned from a recently completed study by others, experts use primary research or examination to collect knowledge directly. In this sort of study, the analyst takes the lead in conducting their investigation. Inquiries and data are gathered by going directly to a source, usually clients or customers, and filling out forms or case sections. This sort of investigation gives a more accurate picture of the existing state of affairs and aids in the development of objective conclusions based on the examination of the facts(Mcclure & Purdy 2013). A different approach is known as secondary research, which relies on knowledge gleaned from other people's previous work and is used by professionals to obtain data in an indirect manner. There are several ways to do this sort of research, but they all rely on travelling to the sources and gathering information from them rather than relying on one's study. Research like this helps to keep the study on track, as well as to observe how things were back then and what the researchers discover about historical occurrences (Mennecke & Strader 2013).
Data Type
When conducting research, it's important to know what kind of data you're dealing with. Quantitative data and qualitative data are two different sorts of information. Both of these pieces of information will be mixed and matched according to the needs of the study. As a result, qualitative data are more concerned with the quality of data than the quantity. In contrast to quantitative data, they are often not measurable and are only taken up by the general public through their perceptions (Samia Mohamed Nour 2015). Many accounts use illustrative language to provide information on the look, shade, surface and other aspects of a subject. And on the other hand, data that can be quantified are known as quantitative data since they are data that deal with quantities, characteristics, or numbers. As a result, they are frequently expressed numerically, such as in terms of length, size, amount, price, and even span. As a result of the use of measurements in the creation and subsequent breakdown of this data, quantitative data is often regarded as more reliable and accurate.
Data Source
It's possible to collect primary data using surveys or questionnaires; secondary data may be collected using automated approaches such as library bots (Van 2016). A tool that is easy to use while still producing reliable results is required for primary data collecting. Online surveys are an excellent primary data gathering method since they meet this criterion. A main data collecting method that helps researchers gather trustworthy information while also raising the response rate from respondents is online surveys (Dicks 2012). It is possible to get secondary data by searching through a variety of pre-existing records, including but not limited to: records kept by individuals or organisations; databases; government reports; articles; and books and periodicals. Also, these goods will be put to use here.
Sampling
The random sampling method will be employed in this study report, which is a strategy of randomly selecting samples. A total of 20 individuals and more than four supplementary resources will be employed in this study.
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Question no 1: What are the students' thoughts on the virtual learning environment at the University of Wales London?
	What are the students' thoughts on the virtual learning environment at the University of Wales London?
	Interesting
	18

	
	Neutral
	02

	
	Annoying
	00

	
	Total
	20
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Figure 01: 1st question response
Interpretation: According to their first response to the first question, London students are well-versed in the VLE issue, as well as how the system works at the beginning.
Question no 2: What are the views of students at the University of Wales London Campus on VLE?
	What are the views of students at the University of Wales London Campus on VLE?
	Positive
	15

	
	Neutral
	02

	
	Negative
	03

	
	Total
	20
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Figure 02: 2nd question response
Interpretation: Students at the University of London's London campus, as seen by their answers to the second question, find VLE-based study and instruction to be both interesting and engaging, and as a result, they pay greater attention during these classes.

Question no 3: What do students think about the way they are learning in the VLE-based classes and lessons?
	What do students think about the way they are learning in the VLE-based classes and lessons?
	Effective than the previous way.
	10

	
	Neutral
	05

	
	Less effective compared to the previous way.
	05

	
	Total
	20
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Figure 03: 3rd question response
Interpretation: It's clear from the response to the third question that some London campus students believe that learning through VLE-based study is more successful than other methods. Others disagree, however it's clear that not all students are familiar with VLE.
Question no 4: What suggestions do you (the students) have for making the VLE more useful?
	What suggestions do you (the students) have for making the VLE more useful?
	Permanently use VLE.
	08

	
	Traditional VLE systems can be used.
	05

	
	Experimenting with a variety of approaches.
	07

	
	Total
	20
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Figure 04: 4th question response
Interpretation: The students of London's campus responded to the fourth question by saying that VLE is vital and that it should be more permanent and used in a variety of ways.
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This secondary study shows that the authors, researchers, journalists and academics now propose that all education must be aligned with the virtual learning environment because of its tremendous relevance. "Student-Cantered Virtual Learning Environments in Higher Education" by Boboc, Marius; Koç; Selma emphasises that VLE helps students become more flexible and affordable in their learning skills, which is why it was released in 2018. Some additional writers in the 2007 book "International Handbook of Virtual Learning Environments" declared and exhibited different statistical data that the VLE is well prepared to experiment with new organisational structures and new approaches as well as active learning. Instructive guidance is provided via online examinations, recordings, and webcasts. Blending different activities allows students to be more engaged in the learning process and to gain greater satisfaction from the experience. Students' and instructors' perspectives on cognitive active learning within the context of a virtual learning environment (VLE) were explored by Annansingh (2019) in his article titled "Mind the gap: Instructor and student perceptions on the VLE's perception of instructors and students." As a result, the significance of the VLE and the effect it has on pupils is clear. A final goal of the study was to discover more about how the University of Wales - London Campus students perceive the virtual learning environment (VLE) and how it affects their learning in the present-day context. The study sought to answer these questions.
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The current framework for education is centred on cutting-edge innovation. Learning tactics and methodologies are currently developing as well as a result of cutting-edge breakthroughs. One of the most common classroom applications for a Virtual Learning Environment is here. According to these two research, virtual learning environments will play an important role in teaching and learning in the future.
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Questionnaires and Responses
	Questions
	Option
	Answer

	What are the students' thoughts on the virtual learning environment at the University of Wales London?
	Interesting
	18

	
	Neutral
	02

	
	Annoying
	00

	What are the views of students at the University of Wales London Campus on VLE?
	Positive
	15

	
	Neutral
	02

	
	Negative
	03

	What do students think about the way they are learning in the VLE-based classes and lessons?
	Effective than the previous way.
	10

	
	Neutral
	05

	
	Less effective compared to the previous way.
	05

	What suggestions do you (the students) have for making the VLE more useful?
	Permanently use VLE.
	08

	
	Traditional VLE systems can be used.
	05

	
	Experimenting with a variety of approaches.
	07
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