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Demonstrate how crosscurricular teaching and learning can influence indepth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material. 

For this assignment, I will discuss Cross-curricular learning. Cross-curricular learning, according to Kerry (2015), is the idea of teaching more than one subject or skill at one given time. The Welsh Government (2022a) states within their Curriculum for Wales that three primary skills should be taught throughout school and areas of learning. Many opportunities and challenges influence the teaching of cross-curricular learning, and some of these are teachers being worried that they do not have the expertise to teach the subjects, not understanding the ability to plan for more than one subject or Area of learning and experience at one time, or some of the opportunities is that it saves time and  
From my experience throughout working in schools, cross-curricular learning works well and is the idea of working on more than one subject or skill at one time, which is stated by the Welsh Government (2022a) in their cross-curricular framework. They state that three essential skills should be taught within all Areas of learning and experience. Barnes (2015) suggests that the idea of cross-curricular learning has been around for ages and that it is the idea of connecting very opposite subject areas and teaching them together. Barnes (2015) goes on to state that cross-curricular learning allows for more authentic learning experiences. Rowley and Cooper (2009) suggest that one opportunity or benefit from cross-curricular learning is the ability to be more inclusive for all students; throughout my experience within schools, I would agree with this statement as cross-curricular learning allows for a more creative teaching style as well as others that encourage children to adapt but also allows all students to learn in the way they feel most comfortable. Cross-curricular learning is essential in providing equal opportunities, as cross-curricular teaching will enable us to use more than one teaching technique to meet the needs of many students.  
As mentioned above, the Welsh Government (2022a) states within their cross-curricular framework that three essential skills should be taught throughout education and Areas of learning and Experience. These three skills are Numeracy, Literacy, and digital competence, which are necessary to have their own frameworks. Numeracy and Literacy share a framework. These frameworks explain the steps to succeed, and the skills required to do so.  
These skills apply to learning throughout primary school as these skills allow them to progress into secondary school and then further into the future, further education, and occupations. (Department of Education, 2022) The Department of Education (2022) continues to say that literacy skills are essential and apply to primary-age children because they give them the ability and opportunity to communicate and engage with other pupils their age and the wider community. Education Scotland (date) says that numeracy skills allow them to access the more comprehensive curriculum and enable individuals to make decisions adequately. According to Didau (2018), literacy skills apply to children as they will allow them to learn, read, and comprehend what they have been taught. National Numeracy (n.d.) identifies that numeracy is relevant and applies to primary-age children as it is essential for children of all ages to understand things like time and money for them to succeed outside of school. Department of Education Australia (2024) discusses the importance of numeracy skills and how they apply to primary school children and their everyday lives; they suggest that numeracy skills allow children to make decisions successfully, and for younger children, it allows them to explore their environment more thoroughly.  
As discussed previously, some multiple opportunities and challenges influence teaching and cross-curricular learning. One of these challenges that influence teaching and cross-curricula learning is teachers worrying about planning for more than one Area of knowledge and experience at one time. (University of Cambridge, n.d.). These are easily overcome by looking at putting all teaching staff on courses to develop their confidence with the Curriculum for Wales and its cross-curricular framework. (Savage, 2011) Another challenge that influences the teaching and learning of cross-curricular is the teacher's speciality; however, this is less of a challenge within primary schools because teachers are trained in all areas and, therefore, have a better understanding of how to implement cross-curricular teaching. (Savage, 2011)
University of Cambridge (n.d.) suggest that another challenge that influences and impacts the ability to teach and learn in a cross-curricular manner is the inability of some teachers to change. From my experience working within a school, only a few challenges influence teaching and cross-curricular learning other than the staff's knowledge, as mentioned above. One opportunity that influences teaching and cross-curricular learning is the ability to be more inclusive with all students which is something that I have observed during my time in schools and would agree is a positive outcome of cross-curricular learning. Rowley and Cooper (2009) suggest that cross-curricular learning provides the opportunity for more creative thinking and a variety of teaching styles, meeting the needs of more students and having an influence on the need and want to teach in a cross-curricular manner and once again being more inclusive for all students. They continue to suggest that using more than one Area of learning and experience in a lesson provided the opportunity for children to visualise what they are learning better, thus using more than one area of the brain to encourage them to remember and comprehend what they’ve learned. 
Early (2019) states that cross-curricular learning enhances learning as it offers more relatable topics due to subjects and skills being studied at the same time, thus providing a further opportunity that influences the want for cross-curricular teaching. However, Early (2019) continues to state that the defined boundaries in separate subjects allow for more details on the topic, influencing teaching and cross-curricular learning in a negative manner and providing a challenge for staff to overcome. Considering this from my experience within recent years, where cross-curricular learning has become more essential in Wales, I have yet to see this be a challenge for cross-curricular teaching, as teachers hit all the information that children need on each topic and subject area without over boarding. Along with everything above, another challenge that can influence cross-curricular teaching and learning is the ability to monitor the learning achieved within the broader subject areas. However, a good lesson plan should be able to minimise these challenges. (Kerry, 2015) Kerry (2015) continues to say that during the development of a new curriculum of way of learning the way of assessing must also develop to meet the same standards. They suggest that a child should be assessed in the manner in which the subject was taught. 
Estyn (2019) suggests that one challenge that schools may have that could influence cross-curricular learning and teaching, specifically within the Area of digital competence, is connectivity issues or a lack of digital resources. They also suggest that teachers' digital competence may form a challenge when trying to incorporate digital skills into the cross-curricular lesson.  Sherman (2023) suggest that a large percentage of business world-wide and digitally ran and for young pupils and students to have the opportunity to continue into any occupation they will need digital skill, suggesting that digital competence is relevant to all primary age children. 
As stated above, the idea of cross-curricular learning is the idea of more than one subject or skill being taught at once. Kerry (2015) suggests that cross-curricular learning allows students to have more relatable lessons that incorporate everything they already know and allows for more of the curriculum to be taught at one time. Cross-curricular learning should encourage students to be independent and allow them the opportunity to develop their learning independently. (Kerry, 2015) The Welsh Government agrees with this statement as the Curriculum for Wales is built around four purposes, which include ambitious, capable learners and aims for pupils to be independent. These purposes are expected to be the starting point for the school's curriculum. (Welsh Government, 2022b)  
For this module, I wrote my own lesson plan (Appendix 1), which includes the cross-curricular framework within the curriculum for Wales. The lesson plan demonstrates how the planning for cross-curricular learning works and how we, as teachers, think of all the skills that go into cross-curricular learning. As seen in (Appendix 1) there are multiple tasks that go along with a cross-curricular learning plan; for example, for this lesson plan, there is the book itself (Appendix 1) but also student script writing, but then also their acting out their script later. These three tasks being both Literacy and expressive arts. Although the lesson plan includes Literacy and expressive arts, it does not also consider numeracy or digital competence skills, and if these were included, it would further develop essential skills.
Throughout this module, I learned that numeracy, Literacy, and digital competence are essential skills for primary-age children to succeed in later education and secondary school. As mentioned throughout, I have also learned the importance of numeracy, Literacy, and digital competence in developing children of primary ages. I have also learned the importance of both literacy and numeracy skills in the ability to make correct and necessary decisions that children make and will continue to make throughout their lives. Along with the importance of digital competence, specifically in recent years, where everything we do is around digital devices and the internet, it is now crucial that children have the ability and opportunity to use these skills throughout their educational lives as they will become natural in the future.  
Cross-curricular learning will continuously influence my thinking when planning when I am out at school or working in a school in the future. It will constantly shape me as a teacher and the way I think, as well as the way I teach a classroom. I will always go back to the cross-curricular framework throughout my career and take any courses to ensure that I am meeting the needs of the government's cross-curricular standards, continuing my professional learning and development following the professional standards of teaching.  
Throughout my future teaching, I will use multiple different teaching techniques to meet the needs of cross-curricular learning; I will aim to listen to what learners want and need. I have also learned that numeracy, Literacy and digital competence are three essential skills that need to be taught throughout the curriculum in Wales. I will be aiming for this during my time in school.  
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Appendix 
1. 
	Darpar athro: 
	------
	Dosbarth / Grŵp 
	Bl.2

	MDPh neu Bwnc:
	 
Llythrennedd, celfyddiadau mynegiadol
	Dyddiad (sylwer y gall y sesiwn hon fod yn un barhaus):
	22/4/24

	Cysylltiadau ystyrlon â’r Cwricwlwm (Datganiadau o’r Hyn sy’n Bwysig, Disgrifiadau dysgu, y cwricwlwm ‘blaenorol’...)
	Mae llenyddiaeth yn tanio’r dychymyg ac yn ysbrydoli creadigrwydd. 

	Cysylltiadau ystyrlon ar draws y Cwricwlwm (Cysylltiadau â MDPhau eraill neu’r Fframweithiau sgiliau trawsgwricwlaidd)
	Celfyddiadau meddygiadol- action allan stori, mae ymateb smyfyrio fel artist ac fel cynylleidfa yn rhan hanfodol o ddysgu yn y celfyddydau mynegiadol. 
Digital- ffilmio neu lluniau llonydd- mae cyfrifiaduriaeth yn gosod sail I’n byd digidol.

	Targedau Personol (targedau a’r effaith ganlyniadol ar ddysgu – cyfeiriwch at unrhyw dargedau sydd wedi’u nodi yn y dyddlyfr dysgu neu gyfarfod adfyfyrio wythnosol a disgrifiwch yr effaith a ddymunir ar ddysgu)
 

	Bwriad Dysgu
‘Dylai hyn ganolbwyntio ar y dysgu gan y disgyblion yn ystod y wers, yn hytrach na’r hyn y byddant yn ei wneud, a dylai fod yn fyr, yn gyraeddadwy ac yn fesuradwy.’ (Crichton, H., a Mcdaid, A. 2016 t. 196)

	Performio ei sgript , defnyddio gerifa hanesyddol benedol.
 

	Meini prawf llwyddiant 
Yr hyn mae angen i’r disgyblion ei ddangos i fodloni’r Bwriad Dysgu yn llwyddiannus.

	 

	Cynllunio ar gyfer camsyniadau:
Defnyddiwch yr adran hon i ragweld gwallau a chamddealltwriaethau disgyblion a’r ymatebion yr ydych yn bwriadu eu rhoi iddynt.

	Ydyw’r bwriad yn glir. 
Sut wnes I esbonion’r tasg I’r ddisgyblion.


 
	 
DILYNIANT ADDYSGU A DYSGU
 (Ychwanegwch neu dynnu rhesi isod fel y bo’n briodol)
 

	 
Amseru:
Rhannwch yr amseru yn grwpiau os yw’n briodol. Gwnewch yn siŵr fod disgyblion yn mynd ati i ‘wneud’ yn gyflym a bod y cyfnodau pontio’n cael eu hystyried
 
	 
Rôl yr athro a’r staff cymorth:
e.e. cwestiynau allweddol, adalw dysgu blaenorol, modelu ac esboniadau, gwirio dealltwriaeth, defnydd a fwriedir o oedolion ychwanegol 
 
Dewis o fodel addysgegol neu o’r 12 egwyddor addysgegol
	 
Y dysgu gan y disgyblion a’r gweithgareddau:
Beth fydd y disgyblion yn dysgu ei wneud a pha weithgareddau / adnoddau fydd yn hwyluso hyn?
 
Cyfeiriwch at y ddogfen Dysgu Sylfaen i gael manylion y ddarpariaeth.
	 
Strategaethau Cynhwysol (yn cynnwys gwahaniaethu):
 
Y rhesymau dros sgaffaldio a manylion hynny. 
 
Mathau o gynrychiolaeth mewn tasgau.
	 
Gwiriwch beth mae disgyblion yn ei wybod, yn ei ddeall, ac yn gallu ei wneud:
Cwestiynau allweddol, mathau o ymarferion adalw, cyfleoedd i hunanasesu ac asesu cymheiriaid, cyfleoedd marcio byw, adborth a fwriedir.
 
 

	 
10 munud +/-
	Darllen stori am bywyd hanesyddol
	Disgyblion yn gwrando a edrych at y’r lluniau yn yr stori
	Amser mat
	Cwestiynu’r plant am beth wnaeth digwydd yn ystod yr stori.

	 
 
20 munud +/-
	Esbonio’r tasg yn glir, wrth ateb unrhyw cwestynau mae’r ddysgyblion gyda- rhowch geirfa ychwanegol os oes angen
	Creu sgript eu hunain dros bywyd hanesyddol yn y llyfr
	Gwaith unigol
	Ydy’r plant yn adnabod yr tasg. Adnabod geirfa hanesyddol

	 
15 munud +/-
 
 
	Rhowch defnydd hanesyddol- esbonio’r tasg yn glir
	Disgyblion yn action allan eu sgript yn grwpiau bach, grwpiau arall yn filimio neu yn cymryd lluniau llonydd.
	Gwaith grwp- gwaith dosbarth
	Cwestynu’r ddisgyblion am beth wneaethwn nhw.



	
	
	



