     In this work, it would be discussed if scrutiny makes a good government. To reach a conclusion some questions needed to be asked as what the U.K. executive is, what he separation of powers is, how the executives are held to account, what the advantages and disadvantages of the ways in which executive are held to account and last which reform suggestions could be brought to make the system works better. For being clear the executive term needs to be defined, also who the executives are in the U.K with their job description as responsibilities and boundaries. To understand and evaluate the role of executive in the principles of state institutions, the separation of powers theory would guide the readers and its applicability to the process of holding the U.K. executive to account while the ways of scrutiny in the U.K. Parliament is examined. After understanding how the system works, and what the advantages and disadvantages are, reform suggestions could be focused on. Because of the independence of judiciary in the U.K., we can see the effectiveness system but on the Parliament side there are some parts which needs to be reformed with innovative ideas. 

     As a term, according to Cambridge Dictionary (2024), government is the group of people who officially control a country and is responsible for making certain that laws and decisions are put into action. According to the U.K. Parliament (2024), HM Government formed by prime minister, cabinet, junior ministers as political government and addition of non-politic civil servants as wider government. In this work, the government will be considered as prime minister and ministers as political government. The party which wins the election, means holding the majority in the House of Commons, takes charge of government for a maximum of five years till the next election. And the leader of the party would be appointed as prime minister. And the prime minister appoints cabinet ministers and junior ministers as head of government departments to lead on subjects as defense, foreign affairs, treasury, health…The role of the government is stated as running the country, decision making on matters such as taxes, expenditure of public money and delivering public services and propose new laws. All the senior ministers, junior ministers, minister of states and parliamentary private secretaries are held to account by the prime minister. There are three principle state institutions; legislature, executive and judiciary. 

     According to the British Institute of Human Rights (2024), the separation of powers is; these principles of state institutions powers must be kept separated, independent and accountable to prevent one of them getting too powerful and starts endangering citizens’ liberties. It is necessary to enable one of these branches to check that the other two are not holding all or too much power, overstepping their boundaries, abusing the system, and preventing them from becoming distant from rule of law and fairness. The power of these three institutions of state can be explained as: The Legislative part is responsible to making the laws, debating proposal of laws which introduced by government or both houses in the Parliament. Also, looking at which changes can be made. And the other duty is carrying out scrutiny work, to ensure governments plans and actions are open and transparent, workable, and efficient, fair, and not discriminatory with through debate, parliamentary questions, and committees. The executive part is responsible for creating policies, proposing, and putting laws and legislation into effect. And the last judiciary part is responsible if laws are made properly by checking their legality, procedural proprietary, rationality and suitability for human rights and are being followed by everyone in the state. 

     Before discussing the applicability of separation of powers to the process of holding the U.K. executive to account, it would be better to understand how the other parties get their position and could they be impartial on their duties, while the political government is elected democratically by the people. According to Courts and Tribunal Judiciary (2024), the most important concept of rule of law is judicial independence that can be achieved by security of tenure and independently appointed to the role which can prevent influence by government or parliament. Security of tenure protects judges from being dismissed by the government. They can only be dismissed by the Monarch by appeal from parliament, which never happened. According to The Supreme Court, judges are appointed by Lord Chancellor, but based on a report of an independent and unbiased commission. And according to Courts and Tribunal Judiciary, the Lord Chancellor has limited veto rights based on specific circumstances. Lord Chancellors power and positions which holding place in Government, in House of Lords and being head of appeal court was limited with Constitutional Reform Act 2005. It proves the judiciary is truly independent and separated from other powers.

     Then now ways and their effectiveness can be discussed, how the government is examined by the judiciary. According to the Institute for Government (2024), someone can challenge a government decision with a kind of court case which is called judicial review. The government decision could be reviewed by courts on illegality, unfairness, irrationality and against human rights. Also, only secondary legislation can be overturned not the primary legislation because of parliament's sovereignty in the U.K. constitution. According to Liberty Human Rights organization (2024), the court urged to quash anti-protest laws, which have been signed off by the government previously rejected by Parliament, due to being undemocratic, unconstitutional, and unacceptable. In another example, R (on the application of AAA and others) (Respondents / Cross Appellants) v Secretary of State for the Home Department (2023), which U.K. The Supreme Court has upheld the decision of the Court of Appeal’s; deportations to Rwanda are unlawful. On the other hand, according to the U.K. Parliament legal committee report (2021), legal aid needs reform, to make accessible who needs to afford a lawyer, get legal advice, and maintain justice. As discussed earlier with an independent power of justice system, the U.K. government is held to account by the judiciary. It is an effective way to check government actions and protect liberties. Even there are concerns about cost, legal aid, time limit (not later than three months after the grounds to make the claim first arose) and general belief that is not the most successful way of dealing with problems, according to the National Statistic (2023), courts and judicial system are the most trustable institutions. On the other hand, according to the U.K. Parliament legal committee report (2021), legal aid needs reform, to make accessible who needs to afford a lawyer, get legal advice, and maintain justice. 

     As indicated before the Government in the U.K. is held to account by the U.K. Parliament as well, with parliaments scrutiny work, which is one of the three main responsibilities, the others are passing legislations and voting for financial supply for government. According to the Institute for Government (2024), activities such as examining and challenging government policies, administrations and expenditures can be defined as scrutiny. The Parliament maintains this responsibility within three categories: Debates, parliamentary questions, and committees. According to White (2015), the purpose is to identify the matter and gather information and evidence. Then analyzing them to understand if the government’s actions or omissions are suited, by requiring explanation from representatives of government, to lead the Parliament. So, get a conclusion about if they are/were achievable and/or expected outcomes. Then Parliament can try to influence the government in direct or indirect ways using the other pressure groups like the media or the public itself. Giving (more) evidence to the government about the issue, assisting them to analyze, maintaining the openness, encouraging them to learn from mistakes, helping them to set higher standards could be identified direct impact on the government also, scrutiny causes direct impact as building relationship and coalitions between all other groups and strengthen the democratic society. But on the other hand there are some disadvantages such as causing fear of failure and public criticism to lead loosing or decreasing innovation and risk taking, defensive action which limits openness, keeping distant from learning from mistakes because of blame, increasing the cost, retaining the government focusing priorities, boosting the response time unnecessary to make decisions and directing them to prefer short-term success instead of long term stability and last creating politicization inappropriately which endanger whole process. Also, it should not be ignored that, mostly, a single scrutiny does not have a significant impact on the government to stop and change its action, it is usually multiple and overlapping and often delayed. Russell and James discuss (2023), controlling the House of Commons agenda cause weaknesses, including timetabling of bills and ministers’ power to withhold backbench and opposition days. This issue and strengthening Commons public bill committees was already proposed to be improved. Lastly according to King's College London (2023), trust in Parliament is 23% which has halved since 1990, trust in the Government is 24% and trust in political parties is 17%. It should not be ignored that most of the Common’s House are members of the same political party charged as the government.

     According to OECD (2022), the Swiss government is the most trustable government in the world which holds four referendums each year. That kind of direct democracy model would certainly improve scrutiny, with voters on going bases instead of once in five years, and so the government. According to Socrates, if voters are educated, there is no need to fear that democracies would elect demagogues. If the British education system is based on science whose core idea is critical thinking, would raise better governors.

     As conclusion, with the improvement on the justice system with Institutional Reform Act 2005, judiciary in U.K. keeps its independency based on separations of power concept and accomplish its holding account duty with its power which gets from constitution. However, limits on reaching legal aid and time limits can endanger justice and judicial review system. Based on the drift relationship between the Parliament and the Government due to the future political carrier expectations cause low trust by citizens and could be taken into consideration if really effects the Parliaments check duty on the Government. The disadvantages of scrutiny in debates, parliament questions and standing committees should be improved by legislation to make it efficient. Also, as in Switzerland, voters should attach politics and scrutiny more by referendum which is easier and cost effective with today's technologies.
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