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Module 6 – 4004/C – Multilingualism and Bilingualism
Introduction
Good morning, bore da, my name is Julie Luckett, my university number is 2315325.  Before I begin, I would like to say welcome and thank you for spending the time listening to my presentation today about multilingualism and bilingualism.
The Welsh Government’s 2017 language strategy has set a determined plan to increase Welsh speakers to a million by the year 2050 and double its usage. The concept is to raise the percentage gathered from the Census data in 2021 where there was evidence of a decline in Welsh speakers (Research Senedd Wales, n.d.).
Definition of Multilingualism and Bilingualism
Whilst researching for an appropriate definition for multilingualism and bilingualism the online Oxford dictionary, 2023 states that multilingualism is the ability to converse in many languages whereas bilingualism is using two languages in familiar situations (Oed.com, 2023). 
Benefits of Bilingualism
Baker, n.d, acknowledges that bilingualism holds significant implications for children and their families in Wales, shaping various aspects of their lives from identity to social connections, education, and career opportunities. There are many benefits to bilingualism but to discuss just a few is how it provides enhanced family and community communication. Bilingual children can effectively communicate with both parents, fostering unique bonds with one another whilst preserving cultural heritage. Bilingualism facilitates intergenerational connections, contributing to a sense of belonging within an extended family network. Bilingualism confers cognitive benefits, including enhanced creativity, sensitivity to communication dynamics, better performance in IQ tests, and a head start in reading. It provides improved self-esteem through fluid language switching and effective communication in multiple languages will boost children's confidence and sense of competence.
Whilst bilingualism was once viewed as a potential drawback, contemporary perspectives recognise its numerous benefits, shaping positive outcomes for individuals and communities in Wales and beyond.
Children's language development varies, with some growing up monolingual while others become bilingual or multilingual. Additionally, some children may communicate using sign or symbol language.
Concerns often arise regarding whether learning multiple languages will lead to confusion or hinder effective communication. However, research indicates that children can become fluent in multiple languages without significant difficulty, though they may engage in code-switching, switching between languages within a conversation. They may also use different languages in distinct contexts, such as using English in childcare settings and their native language at home.
Multilingualism offers numerous benefits, including bolstering self-esteem, identity formation, and cognitive skills. Some children learn two languages simultaneously from birth, while others acquire one language first and then learn a second.
It is integral for children and families to maintain the languages spoken at home, as this fosters effective communication within the family unit and reinforces a sense of identity and community.
Similarly, other theoretical frameworks underscore the significance of honoring children's cultures. One such model, rooted in Vygotsky's social learning theory, is the concept of 'funds of knowledge' (McDonald, 2018). This approach acknowledges that children do not come to school as a blank canvas but rather possess a wealth of knowledge and experiences from their cultural backgrounds. The role of early years (EY) settings is to provide opportunities for children to explore and expand upon these vast funds of knowledge

English as an Additional Language
Pacey, 2019, suggests that early years, practitioners may have varying language abilities, but this should not hinder their ability to work effectively with children, including those with English as an Additional Language (EAL).
An important aspect of this support is demonstrating respect for all languages and ensuring children and families feel valued and welcomed in their setting. This is reinforced through the UNCRC 1989, rights of the child where article 30 clearly recognises that children have the right to learn and utilise the language, customs and religion of their family, regardless of this language is not being solely spoken by the country they now inhabit (UNICEF, 1989).
Furthermore, McTavish 2021 suggests that building strong, positive relationships with children and families is paramount. When families feel welcomed and at ease, they are more likely to discuss their feelings about their values and aspirations. Encouraging parents to share their hopes and dreams for their children is an integral part of this process. 
Engaging in observation and active participation in children's play, along with regular conversations, facilitates practitioners in understanding children's interests, abilities, and any challenges they may face. Additionally, actively listening to families and learning about their children's preferences, hobbies, concerns, and dislikes aids in designing engaging and meaningful learning experiences tailored to each child's needs.
Correctly pronouncing and spelling of children's names and incorporating them into the environment, such as on coat pegs or name labels, fosters a sense of belonging.
Visual aids like timetables and photo cues on toy boxes aid comprehension, while incorporating songs, rhymes, and stories in children's home languages enhances cultural appreciation and language development. During my activity I utilised visual aids to support a pupil who is selective within their verbal communication and acknowledging a pupil with a hearing impairment.
Additionally, utilising story sacks, puppets, and seeking out stories in children's home languages enriches learning experiences.
Lastly, recognising that children require time to adjust, build relationships, and absorb new languages while maintaining their first/home language is essential to their development and well-being.
Brain Development
When considering brain development, according to Trautner, 2019, during the critical developmental stage of birth to three years old, children's brains exhibit exceptional flexibility, making this period optimal for learning a second language. Remarkably, infants exposed to bilingual environments demonstrate advanced abilities in detecting language switches as early as six months old. Learning a second language at this stage is as natural for them as learning to walk or acquiring their primary language.
Divergent Thinking
Frontiers in Psychology, 2022 refers to divergent thinking as the capacity to generate numerous potential responses or alternative approaches to a challenge. This is then assessed through fluency, flexibility, and originality.
When considering divergent thinking, Zheng, Denervaud and Durrleman, 2023 suggest that several studies have highlighted the advantages of bilingualism in fostering creativity. Creativity is often divided into divergent thinking and convergent thinking, both integral parts. While research suggests that bilingual children tend to excel in divergent thinking compared to monolingual peers (an individual who speaks one language), there has been limited exploration of the relationship between bilingualism and convergent thinking in children. Additionally, the neurological basis of how bilingualism influences creativity remains largely unexplored.
Furthermore, Baker and Wright, 3158 state that the fundamental theory regarding creative cognition suggests that being fluent in multiple languages might enhance one's ability to think with more fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration. Bilingual individuals have the advantage of possessing multiple words for the same object or concept. For instance, in Welsh, the term "’ysgol" denotes both "school" and "ladder." Therefore, bilinguals, through words like "ysgol" in Welsh and "school" in English, could potentially access additional mental associations.
Links with the Foundation Phase and Curriculum Cymreig
The Welsh Government, 2020 acknowledges that the foundational principles of the Foundation Phase, now integrated into Foundation Learning, persist and evolve into a cohesive curriculum for children spanning ages 3 to 16, fostering greater continuity in learning experiences.
The Welsh Government, 2020, goes on to state further that their framework mirrors Wales in its rich cultural tapestry, linguistic diversity, and the cherished values, narratives, and customs of its communities and populace.
Central to the four purposes is the cultivation of learners' passion and pride in themselves, their communities, and their nation. Learners need to be deeply rooted in an appreciation of the identities, landscapes, and narratives that shape their Cynefin. This not only fosters a robust sense of self and well-being but also cultivates an empathy for others' identities and facilitates connections with people, places, and histories both within Wales and around the globe.
It is integral for this approach to be inclusive, drawing from the experiences, viewpoints, and cultural legacies of contemporary Wales. Confidence in their identities empowers learners to recognise their own and others' potential contributions within their diverse communities and enables them to engage with and contemplate local, national, and global issues.




  
 

