Research proposal submission
Introduction 
The question being put forward for this submission is… How have World War 2 defensive fortifications in Britain and the heritage attached to them been recycled or utilised differently after their original purpose became defunct, paying attention to whether this respects the heritage attached to them?
Research 
Research will involve a mixture of visiting various pill boxes in order to take pictures and see how they have been repurposed, if at all, as well as book and Internet resources in order to support this information.  
Reason 
Wartime fortifications are an important part of British and World Heritage of both the first and Second World wars, not only because they helped defend British shores from aerial attacks, but also because of what could have happened had the Nazis under Adolf Hitler actually launched an assault on Britain( Osborne, 2012). Had they not decided instead to turn around and attack Russia, or if they had decided to attack, it would have been up to the fortifications and the brave people manning them to defend Britain’s land and people. So, the importance of fortifications such as the pillboxes is not only invested in what they did, but also what they did not do (Osborne, 2010). 
As new and more destructive weapons have been developed, as well as changes to tactics implemented by military forces, the pill boxes have become increasingly obsolete to the point where many of them have been neglected or destroyed.  This may have been done on purpose or simply because of erosion or natural disasters. However, many pill boxes have been repurposed by people that live near them. Examples of how pill boxes have been repurposed over the last 75 years can be seen in the countryside, especially in their farms whose owners use them as shelters for animals such as sheep as seen in Lampeter. 
[bookmark: _Hlk44682289]Pill boxes have also become something of an attraction for people who enjoy the countryside, especially those who walk along the River Thames in the South of England where the main concentration of pillboxes can be found, or at least those not seen on the coastline. There is even a society devoted to the preservation and study of Pillboxes, the ‘Pillbox Study Group’ (Pillbox Study Group 2020).
One of the aspects of the heritage industry that people have to be so careful about, is whether or not we are respecting not only the history surrounding objects but also the people whose lives were directly affected by the archaeology in the landscape. 
One of the core aspects of this research question is whether or not the preservation of pillboxes in their pristine form is better than being repurposed. This could arguably cause harm to the physical archaeology, or alternatively their continued use by the public could, in reality, add to the history which World War Two fortifications give to the people of Britain. 
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