For this assignment I will be writing a critical analysis on Aldwyn Roberts better known as Lord Kitchener, his country of birth, windrush, calypso, and his songs. 
Lord Kitchener was born Aldwyn Roberts on 18th April 1922. He was born in Trinidad one of the Caribbean Island. Trinidad to home to many different national, ethnic, and religious origins. Which you can why when you look at the history of the Island.
Trinidad was inhabited for centuries by native Amerindian’s, who are fought to have come across from South America. In 1498 Christopher Columbus arrived and it became a colony of the Spanish Empire. The British didn’t arrive till around 1797, the Island over time had a varied population, Spaniards, French, Africans. Once under British rule it had an influx of settlers from, England, Scotland, Ireland, Italy, and Germany, as well as “free blacks” who were known as “Merikins”, they were African Americans, who had been slaves in America and fought with Britain in the 1812 war against the United States. For there services in the war, they were given land in Southern Trinidad. With the Islands population growing, new states were formed, this then saw the number of slaves being imported grow. But at the same period, the slave trade in England was under attack, with the support for abolitionism had increased. In 1833 slavery was abolished, when the African slaves were emancipated, most no longer wanted to stay working on the plantations, this caused a labour shortage so East Indians, Chinses and Portuguese people were contracted to come to the Island and work on the plantations.[footnoteRef:1] [1: https://www.britannica.com/place/Trinidad-and-Tobago/History ] 

People from Trinidad where known as “Trinidadians”, they do not equate their nationality with ethnicity, but with citizenship and cultural identification with the whole of the island. 
Kitchener was a Trinidadian Calypsonian and described as “the greatest Calypsonian” of the post-war age. He had already established a singing, song writing career, in Trinidad. His lyrics frequently criticising how the British government controlled the Island. Yet in 1948 he boarded the Empire Windrush heading to England, in hope to further his musical career.
After the second world war Britain had a big shortage in labour, as many had emigrated to other countries, so in 1948 the British Nationality Act officially conferred, granting citizenship to anyone born or naturalised in any of its colonies, who had joined Britain in the war. This saw an influx from India and the Caribbean. Adverts were placed in the colonies encouraging people to come. This in turn didn’t go down well with some members of the government, when they saw that they were mostly people of colour, and not the “white” people they had hoped for.  
1948 saw the Empire Windrush leave the Caribbean for England, with it came Calypso and a lot of people thinking the streets of London were “paved with gold”. When it docked in Tilbury it made news. Kitchener sang “London is the place for me” “London this lovely city…”. Wants he settled his next song wasn’t so happy, it was about his landlady, being rude, spaying on him, door being locked at 10pm, no lady friends, no hot water, dirty sheets and basically if he doesn’t like it then he can leave. He continues with how she is worst than the ones back home. Calypso is sang like there telling a story, have true meaning, but with a sense of light-heartedness. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/windrush-a-landmark-in-the-history-of-modern-britain/] 

 The Guardian on June 16th, 2011 posted a very good article, which I feel really sums up what they thought they were coming to, to what they really got. The article covers how they thought they were coming to a land of acceptance, being treated as equal. The seeds being sown for a multicultural Britain, which they were but it took a while for them to start growing. Pathe news were there documenting as they called it “The Great British Black Invasion”. They caught Lord Kitchener as he came of the boat, even got him on camera performing his song “London is the place for me”. What they did get when they came of the boat was, smog-bound austerity Brixton and for most a trip to the labour exchange, not the jobs they thought they were getting. The article also covers what was to come further down the years. Notting hill riots, football fans throwing bananas at black players, Brixton, Toxteth riots, Paul Gilroy’s book “There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack”, Benjamin Zephaniah turning down his MBE. We still today must deal with racism in sport and other areas. But it’s not all bad news, we have the Notting Hill carnival and a wider range of music. Reggae, Hip Hop, Grime and Drum ‘N’ Base.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.theguardian.com/music/2011/jun/16/lord-kitchener-empire-windrush] 

 Again, Paul Gilroy’s Routes and roots can be seen, when you look back on the history of Trinidad, the countries from which people came from, sharing their culture. Music brings different cultures together.
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