Reflecting on my bear hunt story telling.

Good morning my name is Rachel Hopkins and this is my presentation of reflecting on my story telling of the book “we’re going on a bear hunt”.

I made the decision to read Were going on a bear hunt to children of 5 years old. Ideally I would have liked to have been able to do the story outside in a garden setting to set more of a scene, however, unfortunately due to the unpredictability of the weather this time of year I decided it would be best to read the story inside whilst using props to engage the children and bring the story to life a little bit more. A sensory story.

I chose this story as I believe it covers a range of emotions throughout. The words on each page begin in the same exact way making it repetitive and uses onomatopoeia in each section of the story.
Onomatopoeia is defined within the Cambridge dictionary as the act of creating or using words that include sounds that are similar to the noises the words refer to. 

Stoel Gammon 2011 explains the transition of babies babble to simple words and then onto meaningful word structure as being a matter of adding meaning to sound. 
Although I am aware that in relation to Stoel Gammons findings my chosen children of 5 years of age are in the stage of using meaningful words in a structured way, However by adding the use of onomatopoeia within the book we’re going on a bear hunt I believe it flips the explanation of adding meaning to sound to adding sound to meaning through linking the written word to the sound that is associated with that word. 

I believe that by reading a book that uses onomatopoeia it engages the childrens interest and makes the story much more fun and exciting for them whilst also supporting the children who may not have developed phonologically in the same levels as their peers.

In my story telling I decided to use some props to enhance the onomatopoeia within the story. For example when the children are going through the squelchy mud I had melted chocolate within a bowl to represent the brown oozy squelchy mud. I used chocolate because not only can it mimic mud with its consistency and colour but also because young children do have a tendency at times to put objects in their mouth for reasons such as body awareness or concentration as explained by Debra Lowsky 2015 and I decided that chocolate would be a better option than actual mud from outside for that reason. Although I used a spoon to show the oozy mud within my reading, the children would have been using two fingers to represent walking through the mud. Its important to say that I would ensure there are no allergies to any ingredients before introducing anything into the story time.

Again also with the deep cold water and the splash splash of walking through the water I used a bowl with water to create the splash effect whilst also reading the words splash splash. The children would also have the same props that I had as I do not think it would be fair for the children to watch the adult using or in their eyes playing with water and mud and not being able to take part themselves.

Having snow to create a snow storm was a little more difficult but luckily with Christmas around the corner I was able to find faux snow to sprinkle whilst reading the hoo woo words associated with the snow storm.

I also used a plush bear to represent the bear in the story for visual effect and to continue the theme of sensory literature.

Piaget 1969 talks about a constructivist theoretical framework for cognitive development in children. He describes an initial Sensorimotor Stage, in which the child learns about the world through their movements and senses. Through turning the story we’re going on a bear hunt into a sensory story it helps develop their senses. No doubt the children would have felt grass, or splashed water or stomped through squelchy mud before having this story reads to them however piaget and many other theorists have acknowledged the importance and necessity for children to repeatedly do things in order to develop and build on their experience.
“All children exhibit the need for sensory activities and will usually respond to them by focusing better in the classroom, increasing interactions with peers, and improving overall daily functioning.” (Downing, Aldrich and Shelly 2006) 
Whilst reading the book I tried to emphasise certain words such as “we are going to catch a BIG one” and lift my hand up high so the children would recognise the word big with being even bigger than me! I did this every time to ensure consistency. 
Whilst reading the part “we’re not scared” I tried to begin by saying “scared” in a happy jokey way as I interpreted it as at that point in the book they aren’t frightened. As I read further into the book I began to say the line in a slightly more concerned way in order to add the sense of a build up of anticipation for the children. I thought that I did create that effect and I was present in the moment of each page of the book. And towards the end where they come face to face with the bear I attempted to show fear to represent how they were feeling in the book. I tried to mimic the emotions that I believed were being felt in the story as to show the children the range of emotions felt throughout from it being a “beautiful day” and smiling and looking around whilst reading that part and also using my hand to show the difference of “over it” and “under it”. These children are in the foundation phase framework wales 2015 stage. The foundation phase is holistic and cross curriculum meaning that mathematics can be brought into the story, the foundation phase 2015 states that in mathematics “much of their work will be oral”.
The book I read has repetitive rhyme within the onomatopoeia. Rhymes are vocabulary boosters. They often feature a pleasing rhythmic pattern and simple repetitive phrases that children find easy to remember and repeat. In order to develop their phonological awareness, children need to be repeatedly exposed to spoken language rhymes provide the perfect way to do this.

Best selling author Mem Fox states Experts in literacy and child development have discovered that if children know eight nursery rhymes by heart by the time they're four years old, they're usually among the best readers by the time they're eight. 

 
 
Noam Chomsky’s work discusses the biological basis for language and claims that children have innate abilities to learn language. Chomsky calls this the “language acquisition device.” He believes children instinctively learn language without any formal instruction. He also believes children have a natural need to use language, and that in the absence of formal language children will develop a system of communication to meet their needs. He has observed that all children make the same type of language errors, regardless of the language they are taught. Chomsky also believes in the existence of a “universal grammar,” which posits that there are certain grammatical rules all human languages share. With this in mind reading a book with sounds and rhyming would benefit all children learning a language.
Reflecting on my story telling of “were going on a bear hunt” I think I could in future make the story even more interactive by choosing a dry day and taking it outside to go on an actual bear hunt. As Vygostsky 1986 believed that the child develops best through first hand experience and through interaction.
I think by trying to create a real feeling of emotion with reading the book I rushed the part where they rush home and into bed to get away from the bear and through this words and phrases were said to quickly meaning the children wouldn’t clearly hear the words spoken or understand what is being said.
I would also stop when they reach the cave to ask the children what they think could be in the cave to give them a chance to think and discuss what possibilities are there.
Story telling has many benefits for children, According to American Academy of Pediatrics 
Reading daily to young children, starting in infancy, can help with language acquisition, communication skills, social skills, and literacy skills. This is because reading to children in the earliest months stimulates the part of the brain that allows them to understand the meaning of language and helps build key language, literacy and social skills.

In fact, a recent brain scan study found that “reading at home with children from an early age was strongly correlated with brain activation in areas connected with visual imagery and understanding the meaning of language” 

A study by the university of Michigan found Reading to young children is proven to improve cognitive skills and help along the process of cognitive development. Cognitive development is the emergence of the ability to think and understand; it’s “the construction of thought processes, including remembering, problem solving, and decision-making, from childhood through adolescence to adulthood”. It refers to how a person perceives and thinks about his or her world through areas such as information processing, intelligence, reasoning, language development, attention span, and memory. 

From this we can see that the benefits of reading to and with children are vast have no bounds and should be encouraged both in educational setting and also at home with family.

We as practitioners and educators are in a unique and vital role of being able to provide children with the tools needed to develop their language skills and support their families by providing information to them on the importance of language and literacy with children.

This concludes my presentation.

Thank you for taking the time to listen.

Goodbye.

