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Introduction. 
During this essay I will be examining two different buildings situated in my hometown of Llanelli, Wales. I am going to be considering Llanelly House and Park Howard Museum; both of these developments date back to the post-medieval era. Within this essay, I intend to explain the history and style of the building by conducting a suitable site assessment, analysis and findings, documenting architecturally significant features and information. While also, determining the range of architectural forms and styles from various eras and places, noting their cultural, historical and contextual significance.
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	Figure 1: Llanelly House; a black and white photograph copied from an undated postcard loaned for copying by Thomas Lloyd. Published on:  https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/17510/images


Context and historical background.
Plas Llanelly House is a Grade I listed building situated on Bridge Street, in the town of Llanelli, Wales. Wiles (2007) described Llanelly House to be a grand townhouse. The house was built in 1741 by Thomas Stepney, MP for Carmarthenshire, and exquisitely illustrates early Georgian architecture while also being one of the few surviving domestic buildings in South Wales. At the time it was a favourable contemporary example of Roman-style architecture. A tribute to the enormous wealth and influence of the Stepneys was the house’s evident grandeur, both recognised from the interior and exterior of the building (BBC Wales History, 2010). By the late eighteenth century, the house had been sold, and in 1804, it was being parted into four separate properties. The grounds were developed as a pleasure garden in 1857, but in the late 1860s, more buildings were added. The house has undergone some restoration and restitution, but it was utilised as stores and offices prior to this. 


In contrast, Park Howard Museum, formerly known as Bryncaerau castle, is housed in a stately Italianate mansion that was constructed in 1885. The structure stands inside ornate grounds that had been lined with trees to create a park-like atmosphere in the nearby fields. The castle replaced a previous house, Bryn-y-caerau, with possibly parts of its structure still incorporated. Although the two buildings were formerly used as individuals’ homes, the locations they are set in, and their surroundings are predominantly different. For instance, Park Howard Museum was built on a large piece of land and is enclosed by fields of grass and plants surrounding the structure. Whereas, Llanelly House is situated in the town centre, the location is nearby infrastructure and amenities. Therefore, the buildings serve an opposed purpose in the community. Additionally, the buildings were constructed a century apart with Llanelly House opening in the 18th century (1741) and Park Howard Museum forming in the 19th century (1885). 
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	Figure 2: Llanelly House ground floor plan.
	Figure 3: Llanelly House first floor ground plan.
	Figure 4: Llanelly House second floor ground plan.


Plan and Section.

The multifaceted Llanelly House is a square-shaped building, there are two main floors and attics where the living spaces are located. In a report by William Wilkins Associates (2009) they proposed the house to be composed of multiple unique elements, as they suggested that the two main ranges- the north and west- form an ‘L’ shape, with the imposing front elevation facing north onto Bridge Street. Llanelly house was primarily used as a private residence until the middle of the 19th century, at which point the interior was gradually converted into tenements and for business use. In 1910, a portion was recovered for residential use and underwent a number of internal modifications. In the middle of the 19th century, the ground floor of the north range was transformed into a shop and large windows were installed.  Although partially rebuilt in the middle of the 20th century, the windows and the doorway at the edge of Bridge Street and Vaughan Street is still present. 
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	Figure 5: Llanelly House, external north facing elevation (2014).



Materials and Light.
The street front of Llanelly House features a seven-bay stuccoed facade with matching blind panels in the parapet above and tall sash windows on each floor, topped with eight ornate urn finials. There are noticeable timber cornices between the first and second floors in the centre and end bays, which protrude slightly. On the ground floor, a band spans the entire faced. Each floor has a row of symmetrical large windows across the front of the building, the exposure to daylight which is accessed through this element facilitates each room in accentuating the features within the interior spaces, creating a lighter and brighter space, while also incorporating a sense of comfort and well-being. Many of the original doorways, panelling, fireplaces, and fixtures are still present in the interior. The design of the building is an exceptional representation of an early Georgian townhouse that holds irreplaceable artefacts. There are overmantel paintings, unique wall paintings in grisaille embellished with gold leaf, and opulent rooms with oak panelling. Along with new informative interventions and facilities, “the works ensured a clear distinction between the restored and original fabric of the house”, (Austin Smith Lord, 2014). 
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	Figure 6: Park Howard Museum, the former Bryncaerau Castle. A digitised postcard by Peter Davis. Published on: https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/23331/images?term=park%20howard%20museum


Similarly, Park Howard Museum has elements of symmetry within its structure, however; the building is at a much grander level than Llanelly House. Each element is larger and broader to create the sense of its former purpose of a castle. The two-story property made of Bath stone, features a tall, towering belvedere at the back. With the exception of the rear elevation, they are all symmetrical, having arched windows above the square-headed windows on the ground floor. With a three-arched carriage porch, in the middle, the house faces southeast and looks out over the earlier grounds. 

Use.
In 2013 Llanelly House endured a restoration programme to reconceptualise the interior space of the building to express recognition towards the past. A tour of the house is available to the public where individuals can explore the lives of former house residents and their impact on the town and South Wales’ industrial landscape. The tour strives to transform the atmosphere back into the 18th century to highlight the taste of Georgian Culture. 
The former Bryncaerau Castle is now a public park and local museum. A notable collection of Llanelli pottery (1839-1921), artwork and town history are all exhibited in Park Howard. In close comparison to Llanelly House, the museum is used for a similar purpose, the space features the town’s history and character. 

Conclusion. 
While Llanelly House and Park Howard Museum belong to different historical periods and showcase distinct architectural styles, both serve as invaluable repositories of local history and culture. They stand as living monuments that invite visitors to appreciate the layers of time embedded in their walls and gardens. The artefacts provide an understanding of the historical, social and cultural contexts that shaped these structures. These sites allow us to appreciate the vision of the past and reflect on the ways in which architecture serves as a powerful course for connecting with our heritage. 
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