


The question that is asked is whether violent crime is becoming more violent in the World. However, Violence is a big issue in the UK, there is an increase in seeing incidents on the news of someone being stabbed, or a terror attack that has happened. It is concerning. The World health Organisation (2023) defines Violence as “The Intentional use of Physical force or power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood in resulting in Injury, Death, Psychological harm, maldevelopment or deprivation”. The aim of this presentation is to identify whether crime is becoming more violent and whether it is increasing. To do this I am going to compare the crime rates in 3 countries and previous incidents which have happened. The countries I am going to compare are the UK, the US and the Philippines. 

The main focus of this essay is to identify the crime rates in the UK between 2021 and 2023. It has been identified by the Home office (2022) that during the year of March 2021 and March 2022 there had been a total of 5.3 million incidents of crime reported to the police. The home office also identified that this was a 16% increase from the year before. This strongly shows that crime is big in the uk. The Ministry of Justice (2022) shows that in 2021 out of all perpetrators 79% of those were male and 21% were female. This strongly suggests that males commit more crime than females. The office for national statistics identified that rates of violent crime in the Uk are significantly high. In the year ending September 2022 there were a total of 2.1 million offences against a person. This was a 21% increase from the year ending March 2020. There were a total of 1.1 million violent offences reported to the police by the end of the year, September 2022. It has been identified that 580,542 of the 1.1 million violent crimes reported had victims who had obtained an injury. This is a 7% increase since the year ending March 2020. During the Year ending March 2019 there were a total of 671 Murder victims. This strongly suggests that Murder is a crime that is highly committed. Some of the attacks which have happened with the use of violence are The Manchester Arena Bombings, which was an act of terrorism which targeted hundreds of innocent people including young children during an Ariana Grande Concert. The Murder of Lee Rigby, an off-duty army soldier, The Murder 5-year-old April Jones, The rape and Murder of Sarah Everard by a Metropolitan police officer and the Murder of the serving MP, Jo Cox which was found to be an act of terrorism. All these attacks strongly show that there is a variety of Violent related crimes to be committed. This also shows that the Murder of a 5 year old, the bombings of innocent lives, the rape and murder of a young woman, the murder of a member of parliament and the murder of an off-duty army soldier shows that violent crimes are increasing within the UK. 

The comparison of crime rates of the US and the UK will determine whether crime is a bigger issue than the UK. In 2019  the US Department of Justice (2020) identified that there were a total of ten million, eighty-five thousand and two hundred and ten arrests made. However, there were only seven million six hundred and thirty-two thousand four hundred and seventy arrests made in 2020. This shows that there was a decrease in arrests made. This strongly shows that there were significantly more crimes committed in the US than there was in the UK. The United Nations office on Drugs and Crime (2019) identified in their Research that the homicide rate of Males is ten times the number of Females. This strongly suggests that males are most likely to commit homicides but does not state that females don’t commit homicides.  This strongly suggests that crime is more male dominant in the US. 

In the United States there is a significant amount of violent crime being carried out. The Homeland Security digital library (2020) identified In 2019 there was an estimate of around 1,203,808 violent crimes happening. However, this is a 0.5% decrease from 2018’s estimate. This worked out as 366.7 crimes per 100,00 people. Out of the 1,203,808 crimes, 68.2% of those were aggravated assault and only 1.4% was murder. This strongly shows that although 1.4% of the 1,203,808 is still a significant amount, there was a low number of murders being reported within that year. However, in comparison to the UK this is a significantly high number of murders being committed. As you can see the murder rate for the UK is 671 murders within the year ending March 2019. However there is a consideration that the US is a significantly larger country therefore the crime rate will be higher in comparison to the UK.

One of the Biggest acts of violence, which impacted the world was the Murder of George Floyd. A black man who was under arrest and was murdered by the arresting officer as he was kneeling on his neck. The Mass shooting in South Carolina was an act of violence which was inflicted on innocent individuals. As these incidents happen in America the UK and other countries are unaware of what happens, therefore there are not many well known violent incidents that can be mentioned. One terror attack which is well known is the 9/11 attacks on the Twin towers. This act of violence was significant as it resulted in 100s of people losing their lives. These acts of violence show that violence is a big issue within the US. The US violence crimes are mostly Gun or terror related. Whereas within the UK the violent crimes are more based on terror and knife and gun crimes. This strongly suggests that although there is a lack of mass shootings in the UK there are few incidents which involve the use of a Knife. Therefore this shows that violence is still significant in the US however, it is mostly gun and terror related.  

The comparison of crime rates of the UK with the Philippines will help determine which country has the most violent crime. Since January of this year there have been around 30,000 crimes reported. That is a significant amount of crime for a short period of time. The dates of when the data had begun to be collected was not specified. However, Cyprus and Axi (2021) identify that between the 1st of January 2022 and March the 31st there were a total of 8,486 of the focus crimes reported. This Strongly suggests that the rate of crime has increased within a year of the data being collected. The World Prison Brief (2022) identified that In 2021 there were a total of 117,954 perpetrators in the prisons, and only 16,439 of these were female. This strongly suggests that the majority of the prison population are males. However, the Philippines is a larger country than the UK, as shown in the pictures.

The violent crime rates in the Philippines seem to be significantly lower in comparison to the UK. It is suggested that a total of 3,982 violent crimes were reported between 1st January 2022 and 31st March 2022. So within a year in the UK there are a total of 1.1 million violent crimes recorded. In a year in the Philippines there would be an estimate of 15,928. This strongly demonstrates that violent crime is significantly lower in the Philippines in comparison to the UK. Villenueva (2023, p.1) There were only a total of 468 Murders recorded in the Philippines during the year of 2022, whereas in the UK there were 671 murder victims in the year ending March 2019. This strongly suggests that murder is a crime which is committed less in the Philippines in comparison to the UK. 

Violent attacks and incidents which have occurred in the Philippines, which are the most popular in the Philippines are Massacres (Mass Killings) and Terror related incidents. There was an incident in 2014 where 3 brothers butchered their mother with a machete and ate her flesh as they believed it would keep evil spirits away. The use of knife attacks seems to be an act of violence which is used within the Philippines, and the use of terror is similar to the UK. There is not known to be any Massacres in the UK, Not to my knowledge anyway. This strongly suggests that there are different severity of violent crimes happening within the Philippines in comparison to the UK.  

To conclude, The violent crime rates in the US are significantly higher than both the UK and the Philippines. However, it also identifies that the violent crime rates in the UK are significantly higher than the Philippines. The murder rates of the US are significantly higher than the UK. Therefore, this shows that violent crimes are significant in the US in comparison to the UK. It is identified through this presentation that all three countries have similar acts of violent crimes. However, the mass shootings and the Massacres have the biggest impact. This shows that violent crime is not just an issue within the UK, this strongly demonstrates that violent crime is on a rise worldwide. 
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