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“An analysis and Critical Evaluation of the Strategies, Tactics and Attack Methods adopted by Al-Qaeda” (a contemporary terrorist group of your choice). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our world today faces a number of threats one of the main being terrorism. Terrorism has influenced the globe dramatically with its prolonged attacks. These attacks and events have intensified the evolution of international Terrorism which has come to be known as the “new terrorism” in the twenty first century (Borum & Gelles, 2005). There is no agreed united nations definition for Terrorism- The league of nations first proposed for a legal definition in 1937, and have continued to do so particularly since the 9/11 attacks  on the world trade centre meaning that there is  no single definition that as full international approval by the united nations (Schmid, 2011). Boaz 2002 states that an internationally accepted definition of terrorism can never be agreed upon as a result of the belief “one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter”. The current United Kingdom definition of terrorism is clearly outlined in The Terrorism Act 2006 as  
“The use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public.  It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause” (Home Office, 2006). 
The lack of a working definition for terrorism has presented national and international criminal justice systems with serious problems when terrorists are brought to trial. Acts such as robbery, kidnap, planting explosive devices are illegal although in court terrorists argue they were being prosecuted for supporting certain political or religious beliefs and therefore it is a political proceeding rather than a criminal case (Bolz, et al., 2012), 
Terrorism is not a new phenomenon, elements of terrorist behaviour dates back to texts such as the bible and the Jihad which imply that treachery, political betrayal, violence and deceit have been a issue since humans have formed into political groups (Bolz, et al., 2012). The first generation of terrorists were mostly composed of social revolutionaries aiming  to influence policies and Government behaviour through the use of fear, according to Borum & Gelles 2005 the objective was to  free themselves from Governments that in their opinion and view did not represent them appropriately, the evolution of groups such as Al-Qaeda and other present terror groups acquire similar objectives but are motivated and operate in different ways intending to influence a wider audience beyond the immediate victims  (Borum & Gelles, 2005). Relationships with technology and improved affordable travel have enabled transitional terror groups to move beyond national and regional levels, the rise of al Qaeda demonstrates this transition and globalisation of terror threats.  Al-Qaeda’s leaders are often referred to as developers of the “new terrorism” being a worldwide movment capable of creating a new unimagined type of global conflict (Gunartana, 2002).  This assignment will analyse data and sources on the strategies, tactics and attack methods adopted and developed by the Al Qaeda over time in order to critically evaluate its effectiveness and success. 
Al Qaeda’s origins can be traced back to the 1950s-1990s a period of Islamist movement known as jihadism. Gunaratna 2002 along with (Mcnally & Weinbaum, 2016) state that the seeds of the upcoming group AL Qaeda were set in the late 1970s when the Muslim world experienced the Islamic revolution of Iran presenting for the first time a possibility of a true Islamic state, and the war in Afghanistan where the mujahidin were gathering to push back the Soviet Union (Gunartana, 2002). Usama bin Laden was a young wealthy man who inherited his fortune from his father- his energy focused around the advancement on Islam and Islamism (Borum & Gelles, 2005). Osama felt called upon at the time of the Soviet Union in Afghan to share his resources, and his life if necessary to support the resistance. Within months of preparing for the anti-Soviet jihad he fell under the influence of Abdullah Azzam one of the most influential Islamists of the generation influencing Osama’s thinking for the next 10 years (Gunartana, 2002).. Osama’s wealth and business was beneficial to Azzams leadership and together they created the afghan services bureau in 1984 MAK serving as a hub for mujahidin guerrillas supporting them for ten years as they pushed back the soviet reclaiming the land (Gunartana, 2002). Osama’s credibility increased due to his personal contribution and ability to build a rapport with anyone on the ground- whilst Azzam set out to influence   other Islamic movements across the globe, setting the outline for the new up and coming group Al Qaeda. The late 80s the relationship between both deteriorated due to many disagreements regarding the incorporation of extreme Egyptian terror groups (Mcnally & Weinbaum, 2016). Osama began plotting against Azzam setting  up training camps in Afghanistan separate to MAK attempting reconfiguration his own  Al-Qaeda (Mcnally & Weinbaum, 2016). Numerous quarrels for the power over finance, tactics, operational bases and training it became apparent that the partnership would only end after the removal of one of them (Borum & Gelles, 2005). In 1989 Azzam was killed by a bomb, many journal articles state despite Osama plot to kill Azzam he never publicly criticised Azzam and continued to praise him for his achievement of laying the groundwork for the evolution of AL-Qaeda (Fawaz, 2011). Osama began taking over Mak and in the absence of Azzam he matured under the guidance of Ayman Muhammed Rabi’ Al-Zawahiri, belonging to a influential and respected and highly regarded medical family he himself was a qualified physician (Gunartana, 2002). Al-Zawahiri had built up one of the two most feared terror groups in Egypt and had experience and deep knowledge of Islamic law- Broum & Gelles 2005 state “Al-Zawahiri had the vision for the movement and Osama had the Means”. Osama was impressed by AL-Zawahiri and the work of the second Egyptian Islamic group leading to the three co-operating under Osama’s direction (Burke, 2007).  In 1992 the Soviet Union government of democratic republic of Afghanistan fell from power, leading to civil unrest, the Sunni Islamist movement Taliban fell into ascendancy- The Taliban’s control of Afghanistan reduced fighting, improved economy and produced a strong Islamic ideology giving a opportunity for the Al-Qaeda  to thrive (Borum & Gelles, 2005). Osama formed close relations with the Taliban leader and despite the differences between the groups ideology and priorities the Taliban leader saw Osama as “an important connector to the Muslim world” (Mcnally & Weinbaum, 2016). Osama and Al-Zawahiri’s success building rapports and creating relationships with other jihadist movements was now being used to transform their support  services into terrorist networks - in 1998 Osama officially formalised these new partnerships under a organisation labelled “the Islamic front struggle against Jews and crusaders” giving him the ability to influence, direct and control these groups (Borum & Gelles, 2005). Borrum & Gelles 2005 support Gunartana 2002 findings that “Osama and the organisation was heavily influenced and transformed from Guerrilla into Terrorist by Al-Zawahiri” (Gunartana, 2002). Osama and Al-Zawahiri presented a new generation of terrorists many being highly educated and belonging to respected families- Islamism was now appealing to all classes within society.
The ideology of Al-Qaeda was not completely created by Osama and Al-Zawahiri themselves but others that came before- The work of Azzam, Sayyid Qutb (social justice in Islam) and other influential Islamists laying the earlier groundwork (Quiggin, 2009). The Arabic Name Al-Qaeda stands for “base” demonstrates that their sole aim is to seek to establish a base being a foundation and system supporting movements (Borum & Gelles, 2005).  The creation of the original for Al-Qaeda by Azzam came during a time where Muslim countries were increasing secular with politics, law and social policy, Islam being not only a religion but a system that aimed to regulate all aspects of life providing meaning and direction. Azzam channelled Al-Qaeda to channel energies of Afghan mujahidin into fighting on behalf of Muslims worldwide ready to defend believers advancing Islamic principles in short notice (Gunartana, 2002). The original ideology attained no intentions of becoming a Terrorist group as (Quiggin, 2009) quotes “Azzam was a firm believer that the end does not justify the means”.  Mendelsohn 2016 states following the assassination of Azzam,  Al-Zawahiri was appointed principal strategist of the Jihad movement  significantly transforming Osama bin Laden and the Al Qaeda’s ideology (Mendelshon, 2016). Al Qaeda’s Ideology was transforming to a anti-western ideological from the belief that Western countries were the leaders of a global conspiracy against Islam and the Muslim nation, the common enemy became the west (Quiggin, 2009). Al Qaeda began an ideological campaign to support the cause of jihad against Islamic “enemies” and labelled the struggle against other Muslims as “true Islam” or “pure Islam” (Gunartana, 2002).  Jihadi ideology has become firmly intertwined with the martyrdom where operatives believe Allah guides and rewards those who sacrifice themselves as a noble and holy cause (Borum & Gelles, 2005) . Gunartana 2002 and Quiggin 2009   agree that Al Qaeda are not motivated by power, wealth or fame, they are motivated by belief in the purification of Islam through violent struggle- this purification and sacrifice is seen in the events of 9/11 where none of them had a second thought about the upcoming event viewing it as a necessary sacrifice by them to achieve the goal of a majestic Allah on earth. The Al Qaeda have suffered many blows to its infrastructure and command following US intervention in Afghanistan and the death of Osama Bin laden however the ideology remains intact, inspiring and indicting the formation of new terror groups into the global jihad and continue to attack those perceived to be enemies of Islam (Quiggin, 2009). Figure 1 from Moghadam 2008 presents the current Ideology for Al Qaeda.
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 (Moghadam, 2008)
The recruitment startergies for Al-Qaeda were developed by Azzam and Osama during the recruitment for their Afghan service Bureau MAK- recruiting and training tens of thousands of men mostly Arab and Muslim youths from countries across the world preparing for war with the Soviet Union (Atwan, 2008).  Osama gained a large following and credibility through channelling substantial amounts of his own resources into the  battle (including personal funding) allowing them to raise substantial amounts of funds and recruit thousands of volunteers (Gunartana, 2002). Azzam travelled lecturing, recruiting and raising funds within Muslim communities across the globe, popularising the Jihad concept, influencing other Islamic movements (Holbrook, 2015). the Islamic victory in Afghan boost the recruitment and praise for Osama during the 1990s, the creation of recruitment films including footage of the 9/11 and USS Cole Attacks alongside impassioned calls from Osama and Al-Zawahiri to join the jihad increased the size and capability of Al Qaeda.  The Boom in recruitment led to a more selective recruitment approach – Al Qaeda became and still are interested in people with western passports and attain the typical profile of a young Arab male (Gunartana, 2002). in recent years the organized training camps have been dismantled and Al Qaeda have been forced to adapt and evolve through using home schooling environments,  small seminars in safe houses, or self-education through web sites that include lessons that were taught  in the previous camps (Neumann, 2008). Neumann 2008 states recruitment and training of Al Qaeda has significantly changed, the dismantlement of organised training camps has forced a large number of followers to become self-taught extremists which arise  questions of their technically capability and knowledge. The twenty first century has seen Al Qaeda’s movement towards the extensive use of the internet to influence, educate and recruit people of all ages from across the globe using the “narrowcasting” method of targeting vulnerable people.  

During the 1990’s when internet was not a major factor for media Osama bin Landen carried  interviews with western reporters, published issues concerning their upcoming war against western countries in order to get their propaganda across (Nacos, 2007).  Television networks allowed Al Qaeda to share messages without directly coming into contact with western individuals- propaganda would eventually reach western countries but it did not seek to openly represent them. The 9/11 attack placed Al Qaeda in the centre of global publicity – making the attack a success. Their true communication intensive and propagandistic nature emerged and they converted themselves into a more recognisable enemy- Osama and Al-Zawahiri released numerous videos to Television networks  reminding their fans that they were alive and continue to be active leaders of the group provoking western governments (Phillip, 2008). Osama Bin Laden has always recognised the importance of media, he and Al Zawahiri state in 2005 “more than half of this battle is taking place in the battle field of the media” (Lynos, 2013). Al Qaeda have never stopped dedicating huge recourses into their communication efforts  to authenticate globalisation of terrorist understanding- Al-Zawahiri and Osama successfully lead the group virtually up until the death of Osama – the “base” has dedicated itself to educate jihadism to its followers through the release of thousands of web pages and videos on different formats worldwide (Nacos, 2007).  In recent years Al Qaeda and its affiliates have turned their online presence towards social media platforms- YouTube, twitter, Facebook, Instagram for propaganda, psychological warfare, and weapon tutorials (Weimann, 2014). Lacking a operational base Al Qaeda’s base has shifted to an online base - this shift intensifying fears that Al Qaeda are able to reach out and convince many to recruit and cause problems for governments throughout the world (Lynos, 2013).
Throughout its existence Al Qaeda have  followed a core cadre of leadership which was central to the operation and growth- figure 2 from Borum and Gelles 2005  explains the hierarchy Cleary- Osama Bin Laden as Emir-general- secondly the Shura Majilis council leaders who were coordinating directly with Osama, leading down to the four operational committees. Al Zawahiri had a greater impact and role and was often regarded to as Osama’s deputy (Gunartana, 2002). Osama ensured he knew of every issue or problem they had and everything had to be run by him in order to be implemented- Osama had absolute full control.
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Al Qaeda employed a number of different terrorist tactics that include car bombing, roadside bombing, hijackings, kidnappings, paramilitary operations against civilians however suicide attacks have been central to its tactics (Moghadam, 2008). According to Wedgwood 2002 most of Al Qaeda’s attacks are well planned and evolve over a number of months if not years- this sort of planning is seen within attacks such as the U.S embassy Bombings in August 1998, USS Cole attack in 2000 although the most successful yet brutal being the 9/11 attacks on the world trade centre in 2001. The planning and preparation for the 9/11 attacks took around 4-5 years with Khalid sheikh Mohammed first presenting the idea to Osama in 1996- the 9/11 conspirators confronted operational difficulties, disagreements, dissenting opinions and the plot adapted and evolved as different challenges arose resulting in the planning period being described by many as “a plan executed to near perfection” (CTA, 2004). The thorough and careful planning, adapting and developing carried out by Al Qaeda resulted in an attack that impacted the world intensifying and instilling the fear of terrorism. 
Post 9/11 a number of Al Qaeda’s leaders were arrested, killed, or went into hiding- Osama and Al-Zawahiri leaving the second generation of leaders to commence, these leaders were younger, less experienced, less equipped. Forced to move decision making from the core(leaders) and into the field resulting in various cells unable to function in complete autonomy, receiving little funding or direction (Borum & Gelles, 2005). Al Qaeda’s has undergone substantial changes to its  modes of operation, its target selection and tactics it employs to carry out attacks with the most significant change being the shift from planning operations in the base to their associated affiliates in all parts of the world (Wagener, 2003). This shift can be seen in the 7/7 bombings London where London commuters were targeted- 4 men detonated 3 bombs on the underground and one on a bus- a total of 52 residents from 18 different nationalities were killed and 700 were injured- these men had planned this attack, they were dedicated to all forms of education and training however their attack and planning involved errors. - connecting to the idea that Al Qaeda affiliated groups are not technically trained as they were before (Fawaz, 2011). Following the death of Osama Bin Laden in 2011 American troops found no evidence to suggest that he would be involved in any future attacks towards western countries (Inkster, 2011). With no central base many are of the belief that the  “devolution” and “weakness” of Al Qaeda is to deliberate to create confusion to western minds of the threat they pose- they remain below the redlines of Western countries refraining from large scale attacks and establishing Taliban like governments, (Zimmerman, 2017).  Zimmerman 2017 and Bolz et al 2012 suggest that Al Qaeda are improving attack methods and capabilities in preparation for the weakening of ISIS. AL-Qaeda and ISIS are currently at war for supremacy of the jihadist movement despite the two groups forming a relationship in 2004 and sharing similar ideology – this relation is the result of distrust, hostility and competition that has grown over time- AL- Qaeda does not condone the work and brutality of ISIS (Zelin, 2014).  
The counterterrorism response to Al Qaeda by Western countries was rapid and bold following the 9/11 attacks- George Bush declared war against the Islamic Movements describing it as an “attack on the heart and soul of a civilised world” (Bolz, et al., 2012). The U.S and western countries began implementing policies preparing for the upcoming war, and the battle to destroy AL Qaeda/Terrorism. Bolz et al 2012 state that over 170 nations participated in the war on terrorism actively pursuing them in their borders by freezing funds and providing military assistance. Counter intelligence has transformed and the willingness for governments across the globe to join counterterrorism campaigns has increased and their work has unearthed many leads and links (Piller, 2004). Counterterrorism has succeeding in removing Osama Bin Laden and the devolution of Al-Qaeda however a new threat arises from radical Islamists belonging to an array of groups, cells and individuals that are like minded and associated to AL-Qaeda (Bolz, et al., 2012).
By analysing and critically evaluating Al Qaeda’s strategies tactics and attack methods it is clear that Al Qaeda has influenced contemporary terrorism. Al Qaeda’s ability to evolve from a group- to an organisation- to a network to then become a jihadist movement that promotes ant western ideology will always inspire terrorists around the globe. The overreaching and appealing ideology has resulted and will continue to result in the development of similar groups. Al Qaeda survived many blows however their ability to adapt and evolve tactics and attack methods to overcome any arising problems is praised. Despite the devolution its everlasting impact from attacks will always be remembered although its future is questionable. 
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rently advocated by Al Qaeda and like-minded groups.

Al Qaeda’ strategy to achieve its aim is jihad, which is understood by this
‘group as aviolent, holy struggle that is at once sanctioned by God, fought for his
sake, and pleasing to him. Al Qacda aspires to achieve three partial goals on the
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Al-Qaeda’s operational evolution:
behaviral and aroanizational

A a-Qacda developed 1nto a distinct organizational entity, there emerged @ core
cadre of leadership that was central and vital to the organization’s operation and
growth. At the top of the organizational chart (Figure 1) was Usama bin Laden
Serving as the Enir General,a ole that some have likened to that of a corporate chief
executive officer. Coordinating direetly with Usama were the members of the Shura
Majls, bis cabinet or council of leaders (Corbin, 2003; Gunaratna, 2001).

His closest friend and partner, Ayman al-Zawahir, functionally guided the group
on matters related to Islamic ideology and law, and continues to do so. While it is
clear that Ayman has a crucial leadership role—even greater than that of other

Figure 1. Early crganizatonal structure of AL Qaeda.
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