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AIM(S)
· To encourage students to acquire a broad knowledge of aspects of the ‘Irish Question’, from the 1880s until the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, to allow students to develop a close and critical familiarity with a variety of primary source material relating to the Irish Question and to develop a detailed appreciation of the historiographical debates and issues surrounding aspects of the Irish Question. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the political, economic, cultural developments related to the history of Ireland from the 1880s to the end of the 20th Century.
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the impact the events in Ireland have had on the history of Modern Britain.
· Demonstrate advanced skills in the handling and evaluation of primary source material relating to events in Ireland during this period.
· Critically evaluate various historiographical debates and interpretations surrounding aspects of the ‘Irish Question’.
INDICATIVE CONTENT
· This module will examine aspects of the ‘Irish Question’ from the last decades of the 19th Century until the end of the 20th Century. It will initially give an overview of Anglo-Irish history throughout the 19th Century, in order to give context to later events in Ireland. It will then chart a course beginning with the origins of the first ‘Government of Ireland’ Bill in 1886, through to the establishment of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. During this period most of Ireland broke away from the United Kingdom to form the Irish Free State, and eventually the Irish Republic, while six counties in Ulster steadfastly resisted incorporation into the Free State to form the Province of Northern Ireland. This period from 1916 to 1923 is pivotal to an understanding of Irish history and will include a detailed examination of the Easter Rising, the War of Independence, Partition, and the Civil War. The Province of Northern Ireland underwent profound civil and economic change from the 1960s onwards, commonly referred to as ’the Troubles’ and characterised by an outbreak of political and sectarian violence which would have a profound impact on both Protestant and Catholic communities in the Province, as well as beyond Northern Ireland. Throughout, the module will explore various themes and features of this period in Irish History, including:  
· The emergence of an Irish Nationalist consciousness, countered by Ulster Unionism.
· Brutal guerrilla-type warfare involving para-military forces and the British military presence.
· The consolidation of Ireland into southern and northern territorial units.
· Political, sectarian and religious violence from the late 1960s onwards.
· A series of political initiatives put forward, in a bid to secure a lasting peaceful settlement on the island of Ireland. 

· These events will be examined while also assessing a range of documentary material from the time; including newspapers, diaries, memoirs, autobiographies, speeches, private correspondence, film and documentaries.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	20
	10%

	Independent learning
	180
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Document analysis 
	2500 words
	50%



Assessment Component 2
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	2500 words
	50%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	J.Bardon, A History of Ulster (Belfast: Blackstaff, 1992)
	☐

	Essential
	D.G. Boyce, The Irish Question in British Politics (London: Macmillan, 1988).
	☐

	Essential
	Charles Townshend, Ireland: The Twentieth Century (London: Bloomsbury,1999)
	☐

	Further
	T.P. Coogan, Ireland in the Twentieth Century (Dublin: Arrow, 2004)
	☐

	Further
	Richard English, Irish Freedom, (London: Pan,  2007)
	☐

	Further
	D. Fitzpatrick, The Two Irelands 1912-39 (Oxford: OUP, 1998).
	☐

	Further
	A. Jackson, Ireland 1798-1998, (Oxford: Blackwell, 1999)
	☐

	Further
	Jeremy Smith, Britain and Ireland: from Home Rule to Independence (London: Longman, 1999)
	☐



