Community Placement Report
This essay will be split in two sections. In the first section I will discuss my role and experience in creating an exhibition at Lampeter museum. In the second I will discuss my experience on placement, working at the same museum. 
For the community placement module, I had to work in a group including Abigail, Grace and Amy, however later without Amy. The group were extremely helpful in regard to the way the museum worked and had previous experience and knowledge working in museums, which I lacked. I felt out of my comfort zone as I had only ever been a visitor and now had to switch roles.
Our project
Our project consisted of creating and researching a part of Lampeter’s heritage to present a display at the local museum. This opportunity was rare and gave us the opportunity to work within a real workplace and get the opportunity to organise and direct our own exhibit. We were given the choice to pick a topic, this gave us freedom to explore our own interests, especially as I am interested in social history. However, Lampeter being a small town, meant that there was not much history to choose from, especially when considering the other exhibitions and exhibitions from the previous year. We did not want to do a repeat or use the same topic as the other volunteers. This limited our options. Furthermore, another limitation was that we didn’t have a choice from the other possible display areas and got given a display cabinet. We only had access to this display cabinet and board above it. 
In order to complete a successful exhibition we needed team members, allocated roles and responsibilities, shared responsibility and access to research. 
Planning 
The initial planning stages were carried out during scheduled lectures on a Thursday morning. In this lecture we got told the course outline and what was expected of us to complete our exhibition. Furthermore, we scheduled a meeting with Selwyn who played a huge part in establishing Lampeter museum. Quentin, our lecturer, also gave us some ideas which were used by past heritage students and emphasised on how the theme MUST relate to Lampeter and surrounding areas’ heritage. Following the initial lecture, I began researching local history online and using books. This helped me learn what Lampeter was known for and notable events/people in the community.  This link was a crucial part of this assessment as previous groups had struggled to relate their themes directly to Lampeter. 
There was a combined effort in the beginning to brainstorm ideas and themes in order to come up with one which was relevant and had enough material relating to Lampeter, so we could create a detailed exhibition. My personal interest was in the Dalis horse fair, held at Lampeter. Lampeter was known for this huge fair and communities all over would travel to be part of the event. I found this especially interesting as I’m interested in social history and community heritage. This event was specifically related to Lampeter after it was moved there when the railway was installed. I felt that this would be a topic that many of the locals have tales of and that they may have had relatives who were involved in the fair with more information and photographs. Furthermore, I was intrigued to read about the closure of the railway. This potential topic would focus on the importance of the railway and the impact of its closure. Many people from the community would have experienced it and felt and seen the negative effect it had on the town. 
We began discussing our ideas and two other members had come up with the idea of discussing women’s suffrage we are celebrating 90 years since women were granted the vote in Britain. I felt that this was a great topic to chose as it was relevant and a current hot topic. However, I was extremely hesitant to pick it as I felt like the connection between that and Lampeter were not strong enough. I didn’t feel as though the two other members had really understood the importance of creating a link between the two, as the museum is solely based on Lampeter. We presented the idea to Quentin who seemed pleased with it, so we began by organising individual’s roles and responsibilities. Our back up idea would be focused on the workhouse in Lampeter and focusing specifically on a few selected individuals with interesting stories. Although I do like the suffragette theme which we did eventually chose, I feel like this theme would have had a stronger link and sense of community. However, having said that, workhouses were very common throughout the 1840’s and onwards. 
After our meeting with Selwyn at the museum, he really put emphasis on the importance of keeping it local. He helped set up the museum and puts exhibits together himself. After presenting him with our idea he still wanted us to keep our options open in case we found something with closer links, he did not want us to settle with our idea without delving deeper into Lampeter’s history. This made me concerned, I felt as though perhaps he wanted an exhibit much more localised. Thus, I continued my research in the hope of finding something which is individual to Lampeter. I came across a group of men who would buy cattle from Lampeter and Carmarthen and transport them by rail to England to be sold. These were called the cattle drovers. I found an interesting article which quoted a book specifically related to it in Wales. Here I found a plethora of information, all types of references including diary entries, inventories, individual’s oral accounts, articles and much more. 
I sent all of the information I found from this website, to the group chat. Amy was supportive of the idea, Abigail was not. This caused a little friction in the group. Abigail felt like we had sufficient research to carry out our chosen topic, however had not yet found one link to Lampeter, only Carmarthen or West Wales in general. Abigail put less importance on the local aspect and more importance on the relevance of the topic in general. 
Roles and responsibilities 
Roles and responsibilities were decided during our meeting with Quentin in the university café. We agreed that Abigail and Grace would go to the National Library in Aberystwyth to dig out any relating documents or photographs to specific women who were influential in the movement and had links to Lampeter or Ceredigion. From here they found two women who had links to Lampeter who were also influential figures in the local suffrage societies.
Furthermore, Abigail had discussed that she had access to a defaced coin. Defacing coins was a form of protest by the suffragettes. She would be able to get hold of it to put it in our exhibition. This was great as it meant we had something other than text and photograph copies to include in our case. 
This meeting was where I picked up the role to write the descriptions. This role would involve writing up about both national women’s rights groups (NUWS and WSPU) during the movement, the artefacts(coins) and any about the women who had links to Lampeter Rachel Barrett and Mrs Coombe Tennant. I felt this role would really suit me, as I do not live in Lampeter it was far easier for me to research the topic from home and still be able to contribute. The texts needed to be short and concise but at the same time informative and detailed providing the reader with a wider knowledge on the topic. It was important to use language that was universal and readable for most ages.
Furthermore, I came across some photographs on the National Museum Wales website which capture the Women’s Suffrage Society Pilgrimage in Cardiff in 1913. These photographs were of the South Wales and Monmouth society. Local Lampeter women were known to be part of this specific society, it being the nearest geographically. This is significant as the women shown in the photographs could have been local. I got in contact with the National Museum in Cardiff and had copies sent over, so we could include them in our exhibit.
Communication
Due to living off campus I found it difficult to meet up with my group as regular as the others could.
In order to keep me involved in key decisions, forms of communication included:
· Email 
· Meeting in person - this was less regular
· Social media – we set up a group chat in order to communicate quickly. This was the most effective method as we could send over information and website links and then discuss them.
I feel as though communication could have been better. We often went a week without discussing the topic. This could have been affected due to my living situation. If I had been there it would have been far more convenient to meet on short notice. 
Critical Analysis 
In this section I will complete a critical analysis of our final display at Lampeter museum.
Firstly, I’d like to discuss the information on the board. I feel as though the reader can gather enough information to gain context behind our exhibit and understand the importance and relevance as to why we chose the topic of the women’s suffrage movement. The language used was basic enough for the younger audience to understand, this was done by using short and simple sentences and breaking the paragraphs up into smaller chucks to avoid long descriptive paragraphs.
The titles were bold and clear, they set out the main two societies during the women’s rights campaign and underneath they were explained. 
Photographs of one lady from both societies, and their biographies, were placed and this is where the link to Lampeter was relevant. Although there were links, these links were not as strong as I feel they could have been. On reflection, we could have done more in terms of asking around in the community and actively searching for people who had close links to women that joined the movement from Lampeter. There was not much information online, one book briefly mentioned a secretary called Minnie Davies from Lampeter. No further information was found about this lady. 
In regard to the end product, I feel like as a group we pulled together when constructing the exhibit. We all did our part by printing, cutting, organising and directing. We all agreed with the idea to split the case in to the two societies and using the board above for photographs, a timeline and the title. We worked effectively and were able to get most of the material in the case in one meeting. 
Due to communication issues, the photographs were not emailed over in time for the museum opening. They are still yet to go in however once they are in I believe it will really help with the aesthetics of our exhibition and will give it something other than text and two coins to look at. 
I am really pleased with how it came together at the end; the colour scheme matches the suffrage society colours. I think we used the space in our display cabinet well and presented the two sides clearly. We had welsh translations in there which will be a huge benefit as there are many welsh-speakers around the Ceredigion and Carmarthenshire areas.
[image: ]If I could improve on one thing it could be the quality of the finish. Laminating the pages and finding proper props for the photographs would have given it a much more professional and higher quality finish. 
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Diary entry 
February 1st:
· First lecture of module Community Heritage
· Quentin went through the outline of module and what was expected of us
· Have to create an exhibit to go in the local museum 
· He discussed some topics used in the past to help us get thinking 
· Created our group chat on Facebook to discuss ideas 
· Arranged a meeting the following week with Selwyn, who helped set up the museum
February 9th:
· Abigail came up with the idea of women’s suffrage as it is the 90-year anniversary of the vote for women.
· We all agreed with the idea
February 15th:
· Met at the museum for the first time
· We met Selwyn, who showed us round and took us through each exhibition, explaining and discussing the local history 
· I learnt a lot from him about the importance put on keeping the topic local as it was something he was passionate about
March 8th:
· Met with Quentin to discuss our idea of the women’s suffrage theme
· Seemed pleased with progress
· Helped us move on to the next step which was roles and responsibilities
· My role was to write the texts, try and find someone to translate and there was a combined effort to continue researching to find local links
March 12th:
· Abigail and Grace went to Aberystwyth to find any information in the National Archives.
March 14th:
· Amy and I went to the library and archives to find any information about women from Lampeter. 
· Found information on a Miss Minnie C. Davies who was a secretary for the South Wales and Monmouth Society
· Researched her name, however it was a common name. Little more was found 
· Emailed Quentin to find out Selwyn’s details to organise opening the museum to measure cabinet dimensions so we could size up the texts and design a concept
March 15th:
· Concept for cabinet and board designed by Abigail and Grace
· Emailed National Museum Wales to have sent over some copies of photographs taken at a Suffrage Pilgrimage in Cardiff 1913. The photographs included the South Wales and Monmouth Society and from previous research we know that this was the group people from Lampeter would have joined.
· Received a reply however had to agree to terms and conditions – had to run them past Quentin 
March 19th:
· Had a meeting with Grace and Abigail to discuss the final stages of research 
· Discussed roles regarding printing and organising the display case
· Arranged to meet Thursday at the museum to begin putting in our material 
· Grace and Abigail measured the display cabinet 
March 22nd:
· Met at the museum to start putting in our material 
· Discussed font and font size 
· Began pulling our material together and organising it in the display case 
March 23rd:
· Met at the museum again to organise
· Put the coins in 
· Went to the library to print off the remaining texts, titles and photographs for the biographies 
· Most of it was in apart from the replicas and photographs 
































Community Placement – museum

People who work and influence the museum
During my time creating the exhibition and carrying out my placement at Lampeter museum, I was able to meet the people who keep the museum running behind the scenes and on a daily basis. 
The key figure that was able to push and campaign for Lampeter to have its own museum was Selwyn Walters. It was clear from the beginning the Selwyn had a passion for the museum that he and others worked so hard to open in May 2014. His job role covers most aspects, he puts his contact details out there for people to get in contact regarding donations of artefacts and information. He has a detailed knowledge of all the exhibitions and is extremely enthusiastic about sharing his knowledge. Selwyn clearly wants the museum to remain a local establishment and has a profound influence on every exhibit.
The next figure we met was Jennifer Cairns. She too had so much knowledge to share with us. As she was local, it was nice to get to know someone who was actively involved in the community and who could get in contact with a variety of different people. She was extremely enthusiastic and gave great advice and tips whilst creating our display cabinet. Her influence on the museum is less managerial, like Selwyn but her advise was just as useful and interesting.
At last, we had a session with Yvonne Herbert. She oversaw uploading photographs and information onto the People’s Collection Wales website. She was employed by them and based in Lampeter museum. I believe she is a key figure for the future of the museum. The People’s Collection is a site for everyone to use and upload photographs and documents relating to Wales, new or old. This site is to collect material which is or will be useful in the future for historians or the heritage sector to use whilst researching.
Overview of exhibitions 
This section will briefly outline the other exhibits on display at the museum. There is room for about 10 exhibits in the museum at one time. 
[image: ]Railway:
· This is a photograph of the exhibition regarding Lampeter’s old railway 
· It demonstrates the track and routes that it used to go on. 
· It contains photographs of Lampeter station and of the track 
· The tv above is for streaming short clips, one clip relates to the railway 


[image: ]Sillian:
· One exhibition revolves around the history and community of Silian, a small village near Lampeter
· It contains lots of photographs of the local people but also the church and railway, including other buildings



[image: ]Lampeter’s Court:
· One exhibition is of the old judge’s chair at Lampeter Court. 
· This is significant as the court room is no longer there 
· Furthermore, it is known that the famous Welsh Poet Dylan Thomas attended Lampeter’s court room 





[image: ]
Local photographer:
· This is an exhibition on a local photographer 
· It features many of his original photographs 





World War One:
· This piece was put together by Selwyn 
· It contains information about the effect the war had on Lampeter and the local people who were involved with the war, some of were killed in it
 [image: ]
Other exhibitions include a welsh dresser and an extremely detailed section about the Dalis Horse fair, including lots of photographs before its end in 1939 with the outbreak of World War 2. 
Museum placement 
During my days of placement at the museum with Jen I was able to carry out tasks within the museum and help contribute towards the front of house experience for the visitors. 
Tasks would include meeting and greeting the guests, keeping the museum tidy and looking professional, I would answer questions from visitors and show them around the exhibits. There was a television on the wall and I would swap the tapes over. The tapes were focused on Lampeter and gave detailed information on topics such as the railway. It shows old footage of Lampeter too. I thought this was a great way to grab the visitor’s attention, especially those who were put off my reading long texts. 
The People’s Collection session 
This was a session held upstairs of the museum. It was a session with Yvonne Herbert, who explained all about the People’s Collection Wales. She explained its aims and objectives. I really enjoyed this session and think that the site is a great idea. It gives people a platform to not only access photographs from the past but also upload them for future use for other people to access. 
She then talked us through uploaded a piece of information, how to fill in the correct information and upload it successfully. Furthermore, she asked us what our potential dissertation ideas were. I told her mine and she was able to put in a search and find a plethora or photographs and documents relating to it. It was extremely helpful as I now can access and reference this material.


Visitor book information analysis, link with the events on in the town and the lack of information
Another section of our community placement involved gathering data from the visitor books used at the museum for the last year. This was from April 2017 to October 2017 as the museum closes during the winter. 
We all took a section of the visitor’s book with us transfer it onto computer. From there, we discovered that the previous three years had has roughly 1050-1080 visitors within these months. However, after compiling all our information we have counted only 926. This shows a decline in the number of visitors and perhaps suggests that more could be done in order to attract more visitors.
The data also provides us with the knowledge that unsurprisingly the majority of visitors were from Wales, mainly Ceredigion and Carmarthenshire. Also surprisingly has more welsh-speaking visitors than expected. This would be due to having close links to the town, perhaps they experienced events which are displayed in the museum. Furthermore, many people seemed to be coming from England too. Unfortunately, only a small percentage of the visitors were from abroad. The most interesting place probably being Tasmania. 
To make the statistics more specific, we could include an age category to determine how many children actually enter the museum annually and also a gender category. 
Future of the museum and conclusion 
I thoroughly enjoyed my experience at the museum and being able to create an exhibit that visitors and locals will be able to learn from.
I feel that it does have its limitations such as funding and the size of the building however works well within this. They have enough exhibitions to look around and have done the lay out which makes sense. However, they could get more cabinets or fitted cabinets to really make use of the space provided. 
Perhaps the museum could benefit from a person being there full time. If someone was there full time then they could have it open more days as it is only open 4 days a week now. They could also be constantly altering the exhibits and adding in stuff rather than having the museum close to redo some exhibits. However, they are a non-profitable organisation, so this would be a struggle.
Furthermore, I didn’t see any young people entering the museum or being involved in it at all. To get younger people interested in museums and their community heritage it could be beneficial to hold activities around the town, put on by volunteers from the museum and the school. They could do a heritage walk or rein act the Dalis fair. I also believe that young people should have a tutorial on how to use the People’s Collection Wales. Many of them would be interested in how to upload photographs which will one day be useful for people to use to understand life in Wales. 
Moreover, I feel as though the museum could benefit from younger people’s opinions and ideas. For example, it should really try to become up to date with using technology to present exhibits and create exhibits that are engaging with the audience. This would really help with the future of the museum and should be looking towards this for the future. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, I do believe that the museum needs updating for it to become a centre for education, especially for young people. Also, in terms of technology if it wants to engage with the younger audience it should also become more technologically advanced. Creating an app to go along with a heritage walk around the town would be a great idea to get more people involved in the town’s heritage. However, having said that, it is running smoothly and effectively with the exhibits being changed every year by volunteers. It is successful as it has had over 1000 visitors annually for the last 4 years, bar 2017. Considering that they are all volunteers and manage the museum in their spare time, they have done a great job to set up this establishment in such a short space of time, gathering so many artefacts and always gaining more information about the town.
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“votes for women'. Choosing to deface
the silhouette side of the coin may
indicate an attack on male power and
privilege.
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el phriodas

. Born in Gloucestershire, she came to live in Neath after her
marriage.

This group was formed under the leadership of Millicent
Fawcett. The women who mpporred’am[tnok an active role
were called “suffragists”. The group's main aim was for
_parliament to allow women the right to vote through
legistation.

« Roedd yn gennad yng Nghynghrair y cenhedloedd, yn Feistres
Ngorsedd y Beirdd, ac fe’i gwnaed yn ynad

. Held the title of delegate in the League of Nations, Mistress
of the Robes of the Bards of the Gorsedd, suffragist and Medium
and was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1920.

Er mwyn ennill yr hawl i bleidleisio, canolbwyntiodd
yr Etholfreintwyr ar brotestiadau heddychlon a
di-drais, gan ddangos eu hochor wrthryfelgar drwy
ddadlau’n resymol.

pefnyddiodd yr etholfreintwyr ddulliau o bropaganda
megis posteri ac areithiau, a theithient led-led ¥
wlad i brotestio a chymell rhagor o fenywod 1 ymuno
i'r mudiad. Roedd yn ymgyrch genedlaethol, 2
chynyddodd y gefnogaeth iddynt ymhobman .

To gain the vote, the SLq/.'ﬁ‘agisrsfu('uﬂ'd"nnpeacefu!: non-
e violent protest and instead rebelled using logical arguments.

4. a bu’n annerch cynulleidfa o 400 yn Neuadd

haraith oedd “Pam y mae menywod di-drais

DiTynwyd y cyfarfod 11wyddiannus gan barti : 4 The suffragists used forms q/ipru_;uq]amﬂl such as posters,

speeches and toured across the country to protest and

. She came to visit Lampeter, and gave a speech titled “why 4 encourage more women to join in wilﬁ‘llw movement. ’The-y
Law-abiding women want the vote”. This meeting, held in the gained support across the country and it was a nationwide
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victoria Hall, with 400 people present and dubbed a success ,‘ movement.
was followed by a party in Felindre afterwards. i ES8 =
. gyfyngwraig nodedig, yn gweithio i Tawero’r dosbarth
Lo e £ - e
| In regards to Lampeter, a succe il fancy dress ball was :i;:!:ei: Llambed : gz"'?aﬁ";'(j ddawns gwisg ffansi
. She was a celebrated medium, working for many upper class | 2 oond Ta - 2. The suffragists e nnus ar yr 22ain o is Ionawr 1913. Bu'r
S 9 by ; | held un.m‘z _’..”‘171>,(”1”L7v) Y 1913 The )l([/l(lﬂ!}h u{h nding Ethtﬂfre@ntwyr yn gwawdio agwedd milwriaethus yr
3 ] mocked the suffragette’s militant approach to the Etholfreintwragedd i'r ymgyrch. Enillwyd y wobr

gynti_xf am y wisg ffansi orau gan Minnie Davies,
ysgrifenyddes Cangen Llambed o’r Gymdeithas.

. Bu farw ym 1956, a disgrifiwyd hi fel gwraig egniol a charedig. ] movement. First prize for the fancy dress competition was
| Minnie Davies, who was the secretary of Lampeter's society.

Y flwyddyn olynol, ar y 23ain o fis Gorffennaf, yn
y Neuadd Fictoria, cafodd Mrs.Coombe-Tennant
dderbyniad da i'w haraith, pan ddangosodd ei
gwrthwynebiad i’r Etholfreintwragedd wilwriaethus.
Rhoddodd dri rheswm penodol pam fod angen i menywod
gael y bleidlais, a bu'n dadlau yn erbyn
gwrthwynebwyr yr Etholfreintwyr. Ymunodd hi &
Changen Llambed o' r mudiad.

. She died in 1956 and was described as a woman of vigour and

Kindness.

| The following year, a wellreceived speech gave on 23rd July

] 1014, by Mrs. Coombe-Tennant in Victoria Hall; suggested
disapproval towards the more militant suffragettes (not to
be confused with suffragists), three main reasons why
women need the vote and arguments against anti-
suffragists. She then joined the Lampeter Society.
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Ty Newydd, the only un-
modified rubble stfone
cottage left in the parish.

cynhaeaf gwair tua 1920.
John Thomas during the
hay harvest in 1920.

' IMr Lewis o Blaenpant yn

mwynhau'’r olygfa o
Frongoch. Mr Lewis of
Blaenplant admiring the
view from Frongoch.

K7 Dcfcrnwroig Jane
Davies tu allan Tafam
Plasnewydd, Silian.

Plasnewydd Inn, Silian|

[David Evans Tanygraig gydu'ifib
Rhyitwyn i wraig Guyneth a'u plr
[Dai a Susan gyda pheryhnﬁau.mv.

Eyans of Tanygraig with hisson
Em:\:yn and his wife my;..-;; with
their children Dai and Susan Wi
relatives.
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{2905, A painting of
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8 Y Meirion Jones
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Cayo Evang
gan yr

[Rhythvyn Evans Tany graig ar y
cynhaeaf lafur gyda'i ferch Susan yng
nghanol y sachau llafur a Gwyn
Margaret Jones yn ei helpu.

[Rhythwyn Evans of Tanygraig busy on
the com harvest with his daughter
Susan amongst the sacks and Gwyn and
[Margaret Jones offering a helping hand.
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PUpils playing outside
Siion School shortly
oefore the school cioseq
in 1975,

Y cynhaeaf llafur ar fferm

Disgybiion Ysgol Siian yng

nghanol y 1930au. Siian
School pupils in the mid

and Gwyneth's youngest children,
Susan and Aled.

¢ Timothy Evans y fenor
enwog o Silian. Timothy
Evans, the famous fenor
from Siian.
Timothy Evans, Ann a
Gerald Morgan a Menna
a Nia Lewis yn Egiwys
Silian. Timothy, Ann.
Gerald, Menna and Nia
at Sifian Church.
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