Chapter 3 Methodology

3.1 Introduction
This chapter will discuss the methods used to conduct research regarding response constables’ knowledge and understanding of their responsibilities when they have contact or interact with a child who is at risk of being involved in knife crime. It will discern what training these officers received on how to safeguard these children and what they know of their duties. This will then identify what areas of learning are needed as well as any further training required. 

3.2 Ethical Practice
Prior to undertaking any research for a dissertation, it is a requirement that the research will be completed to an ethical standard which is defined as “the standards of behaviour that guide your conduct in relation to the rights of those who become the subject of your work, or are affected by it” (University of Westminster, n.d). Prior to starting any research regarding my dissertation, I completed and submitted an ethical consent form. This form consisted of a summary of what I would be investigating, my objectives and aims of the research, my proposed methods to conduct my research and anticipated risks of my research. 
It is imperative that researchers obtain consent from any participants of the research to reduce to risk of any harm. They must also give consent if they are to be identified or if they wish to remain anonymous as a participant (Lund Research, 2012). 
The data protection Act 1998 was introduced to protect people’s fundamental rights and their right to privacy. Specifically, data may only be used for the purpose of which it has been collected and it must not be disclosed to other parties without the consent of the individual whom it is about. Data that is collected for the purpose of research must be stored securely and can only be stored for the time that it is needed (Miller, R.L, 2013).  

3.3 Informed Consent
Informed consent is an imperative part of a researcher’s dissertation and every participant must understand what research they are partaking in and, most importantly, give documented consent to be a part of it (Loughborough University, 2024).

For my research, I will ensure I have informed consent by putting a disclaimer at the start of my questionnaire which will inform the participants what the study is about and what will happen with the information that they provide on the questionnaire as well as how their information will be protected. Furthermore, before the participant ‘submits’ their questionnaire answers, another disclaimer will show informing the participant that submitting their answers will constitute consent (University of St Andrews, 2024)


3.4 Data Collection Method
Qualitative research is a type of research that “gathers participants’ experiences, perceptions and behaviour. It answers the hows and whys instead of how many and how much” (Tenny. S, et al, 2022), whereas, quantitative research measures the relationship between variables and defines trends (Barroga. E, et al, 2022).

My secondary research will consist of obtaining information from participants by means of a questionnaire. This questionnaire will be completed by anonymous response constables across Gwent Police. I have decided to make the questionnaire anonymous as evidence has shown that participants tend to answer more honestly and are more likely to disclose sensitive information when they know that their identify will have no link with their answers (Murdoch. M, et al, 2014). Furthermore, questionnaires allow for a large number of responses within a short period of time which is more advantageous than collecting data by means of interviewing participants (Pozzo. M, el at, 2019). A questionnaire would provide me with quantitative data.

Nonetheless, I have considered interviewing officers as this would enable me to gain further explanation and understanding behind closed questions that I would have on a questionnaire (Espedal. G, 2022). The principal reason I have decided not to conduct interviews is because it would be very time consuming compared to a questionnaire which participants can complete without me being present. Interviews would provide me with qualitative data.

To obtain both quantitative and qualitative data, I will ask closed questions in the questionnaire however also add text boxes where participants can share their explanations and thoughts for their answers. 

3.5 Sampling
I have chosen response constables to be my participants as they will have daily contact and interaction with children at risk of criminal exploitation and knife crime. Response constables will have first contact with these children at risk and have a duty to submit Public Protection Notifications on behalf of that child and are responsible for that PPN to be shared to social services. 

I will enlist these officers by advertising my questionnaire on the Gwent Police intranet where all response officers have access to and will be able to see. This is the best way to reach every response constable across the force. The downside of this is that the questionnaire will be accessible to all police officers and staff and not only response constables so there is a risk of it being completed by someone who is not my targeted participant and could therefore effect the results of my data. 
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