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Moodle is an open-source learning management system which is free of use, and is frequently used within most schools, colleges and university; this report shall look into Moodle and discuss the potential benefits and limitations of Moodle. 






















[bookmark: _Toc533074773]Main Research 

An accurate description of Moodle (2018) from its official website is “Moodle is designed to provide educators, administrators and learners with a single robust, secure and integrated system to create personalised learning environments.” 
In his article, Jackson (2017) states how “the importance of MOODLE learning platform and its contribution in promoting flexible teaching, and the need for supported action to assist teachers / tutors to develop differentiated learning resources that has a dual purpose of improving flexibility in learning and assessment outcomes for students”. This point shows what Moodle can be used for, which is a different form of learning that can be used anywhere. This is an advantage, as it gives students immediately the opportunity should they have missed a lesson, to use Moodle to help catch up. 
An article written in Bright Hub (2018), lists some advantages and disadvantages of using Moodle
Advantages
· “Low cost” to install and set up
· Different “abilities and applications” to help lecturer’s teach, and students learn
· “Easy to implement”
Disadvantages
· “Not fully developed to cope with big groups”, as if there was a large population of users  using Moodle at the same time, it could cause the increased potential of a crash within the system, or servers to slow down
· “Difficulty with communication between staff and student”, as there is a lack of “human resource capabilities” 
· The difficulty of “customisation” within Moodle, as a “certain level of coding” is required which most students don’t have.















Conclusion 

In conclusion Moodle is a software application that is used frequently throughout schools, which has different advantages and disadvantages. The benefits of Moodle being that it can help not only students with learning but, also a lecturer in teaching is a great benefit. Moodle can be used both internally within class, and through external access. Should a student miss a lecture they can simply log on to Moodle and catch up, while should a lecturer miss a lesson, they are able to add the lesson notes onto Moodle so that the class has not missed anything, and can still learn.  The disadvantages of Moodle are mainly a maintenance problem with difficulties with communication and slow servers.  Weighing up both the benefits and limitations of Moodle, it can be argued that the benefits highlight why Moodle is very useful software to use and compensates the limitations of using it. 
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