Classical criminology is one of the earliest schools of thought in criminology, which emerged during the Enlightenment period in the 18th century. It is characterized by the belief that crime is a rational choice made by individuals who weigh the benefits and risks of their actions. This approach emphasizes the importance of punishment as a deterrent to crime and focuses on the idea of proportionality between crime and punishment. Evidence-based policing, on the other hand, is a modern approach that seeks to improve policing practices by relying on scientific evidence to guide decision-making. This essay will explore how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing, with a particular focus on the crime of terrorism.
Key Ideas and Theories of Classical Criminology
Classical criminology is based on the belief that humans are rational beings who make choices based on their self-interest. According to this approach, crime is a result of a rational decision made by an individual who weighs the benefits and risks of their actions. Therefore, to deter crime, punishment must be swift, certain, and proportionate to the offense committed (Beccaria, 1764). This approach also emphasizes the importance of the social contract between the individual and the state, which involves individuals giving up some of their rights in exchange for protection from the state.
Classical criminology also posits that crime is a result of societal conditions rather than individual traits or characteristics. For example, poverty, unemployment, and social inequality are seen as contributing factors to crime. Therefore, addressing these social conditions is seen to prevent crime (Bentham, 1789).
The Importance of Classical Criminology in Understanding Crime and Criminality
Classical criminology provides a framework for understanding crime and criminality. By focusing on the rational decision-making process, classical criminology helps to explain why individuals choose to engage in criminal activities. It also emphasizes the importance of punishment as a deterrent to crime. Therefore, it provides a justification for the criminal justice system's use of punishment as a means of preventing crime.
Classical criminology also highlights the importance of social conditions in contributing to crime. By recognizing the role of poverty, unemployment, and social inequality, classical criminology provides insights into the underlying causes of crime. This understanding can be used to develop policies and interventions aimed at addressing these social conditions and preventing crime.
Models of Evidence-Based Policing
Evidence-based policing is a modern approach that seeks to improve policing practices by relying on scientific evidence to guide decision-making. There are several models of evidence-based policing, including Problem-Oriented Policing (POP), Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA), and HotSpot Policing.
Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) is a problem-solving approach that involves identifying specific problems in a community and developing targeted interventions to address those problems. This model emphasizes the importance of analysing data to identify patterns and trends, developing evidence-based interventions, and evaluating the effectiveness of those interventions.
Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA) is a problem-solving model that involves four stages: scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. This model emphasizes the importance of understanding the underlying causes of crime and developing evidence-based interventions that address those causes. The assessment stage involves evaluating the effectiveness of the interventions and adjusting as necessary.
HotSpot Policing involves targeting specific high-crime areas with increased police presence and patrols. This model is based on the idea that crime is not evenly distributed throughout a community but is concentrated in specific areas. By targeting these areas, police can prevent crime from occurring and improve public safety.
Classical Criminology and Evidence-Based Policing
Classical criminology provides a theoretical framework for understanding the reasoning behind evidence-based policing models. By emphasizing the importance of punishment as a deterrent to crime, classical criminology supports the use of interventions that seek to prevent crime from occurring in the first place. Evidence-based policing models such as POP and SARA are based on the idea of developing targeted interventions to address specific problems in a community. This approach is consistent with classical criminology's emphasis on the social conditions that contribute to crime.
Additionally, classical criminology's focus on the rational decision-making process can inform evidence-based policing approaches. For example, understanding the rational decision-making process behind terrorism can inform interventions aimed at preventing terrorism. This can include targeting the underlying factors that motivate individuals to engage in terrorist activities, such as political grievances, economic conditions, or ideological beliefs.
Applying Classical Criminology and Evidence-Based Policing to Terrorism
Terrorism is a complex and multifaceted crime that poses significant challenges for law enforcement agencies. Applying classical criminology and evidence-based policing to terrorism can provide insights into the underlying causes of terrorism and inform interventions aimed at preventing it.
Classical criminology's emphasis on punishment as a deterrent to crime is relevant to terrorism. Counter-terrorism measures such as increased surveillance, intelligence gathering, and targeted strikes are designed to punish individuals who engage in terrorist activities and deter others from following suit. However, these measures are not always effective in preventing terrorism.
Evidence-based policing models such as POP and SARA can also be applied to terrorism. These models emphasize the importance of analysing data to identify patterns and trends, developing evidence-based interventions, and evaluating the effectiveness of those interventions. This approach can be applied to counter-terrorism efforts by analysing data on terrorist activities to identify patterns and trends, developing targeted interventions aimed at preventing terrorism, and evaluating the effectiveness of those interventions.
One example of an evidence-based policing approach to counter terrorism is the UK's Prevent program. This program aims to prevent individuals from becoming involved in terrorism by identifying and addressing the underlying factors that contribute to radicalization. The program is based on the idea that terrorism is a result of a rational decision-making process and that by addressing the underlying factors that contribute to radicalization, individuals can be deterred from engaging in terrorist activities.
Strengths and Weaknesses of Classical Criminology and Evidence-Based Policing
Classical criminology and evidence-based policing both have strengths and weaknesses.
One of the strengths of classical criminology is that it provides a theoretical framework for understanding crime and criminality. By focusing on the rational decision-making process, classical criminology helps to explain why individuals engage in criminal activities. This understanding can inform interventions aimed at preventing crime.
One of the strengths of evidence-based policing is that it relies on scientific evidence to guide decision-making. This approach can lead to more effective interventions that are based on empirical data rather than anecdotal evidence or intuition.

However, both classical criminology and evidence-based policing have weaknesses. Classical criminology's emphasis on punishment as a deterrent to crime has been criticized for failing to address the underlying social conditions that contribute the underlying causes of terrorism and inform interventions aimed at preventing it. However, both classical criminology and evidence-based policing have limitations and their use in policing must be carefully considered.
In the case of terrorism, it is important to address the underlying social, political, and economic factors that contribute to radicalization. This requires a multidisciplinary approach that involves addressing social inequalities, providing education and employment opportunities, and promoting social cohesion. While counter-terrorism measures such as increased surveillance and intelligence gathering can be effective in preventing terrorism, they must be balanced against the need to protect civil liberties and human rights.
Overall, classical criminology and evidence-based policing can provide valuable insights into the prevention of crime and terrorism. However, their limitations must be acknowledged and a multidisciplinary approach that considers the complex and multifaceted nature of crime and terrorism is needed. Effective policing requires a combination of theoretical understanding, scientific evidence, and a commitment to addressing the underlying social conditions that contribute to crime and terrorism.
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