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Reflection Based on My Experience of Online Learning
Concrete Experience
After undertaking online learning, I can say I have varied feelings about it. At the onset, I was very happy because it would mean I could take my lessons from the comfort of my house. I also appreciated the fact that I would not have to rush to class to beat timelines; I only needed my laptop and reliable internet. I particularly liked using Google teams for learning as it enabled me to connect with other students through video conferences and chats, and the class notes were always well organised and easy to locate. Additionally, it was easy to navigate, and the user interface is aesthetically pleasing, making one enjoy using it.
On the other hand, Moodle gave me quite a challenge, especially due to its constant downtime. The more students logged into the system, the slower it became, and I found this really inconvenient and time-wasting. Furthermore, I could not access learning materials from Moodle during a number of times, which prompted the tutor to send them through other platforms. 
I also found myself missing the physical meet-ups with other students, and I feel some concepts could have easily been explained in a one-on-one meeting with a tutor. Moreover, I still failed to log in to classes on time, and there is an occasion I submitted my assignment past the deadline. I had to convince my tutor to accept my assignment but with a penalty, and he was not happy with me. I struggle on several occasions to be self-driven and thus lagged behind on my coursework. Therefore, I have realised that it is very easy to get behind on study work and procrastinating even easier in online learning.


Reflective Observation
Generally, I felt overwhelmed by having to be responsible and be in charge of my own learning decisions. I thought learning online would be easier compared to waking up early to get to class, but the experience proved me wrong. Having to choose between watching my favourite series and logging in to my classes seemed like a continuous battle. When my tutor was disappointed at my late submission, it felt like I was not a serious student and I was on the path of failure. I did not want to be among the students who the tutor felt had no self-drive.
I also think my approach to the concept was wrong in the first place. I did not plan for my online learning process and had not documented any end-term goals that I wanted to achieve. These would have guided my study and kept me in charge of my actions. I spoke to some classmates who felt the same way, and it made me feel that there were others facing similar predicaments to mine. Nonetheless, there were students who were really enjoying this technique of learning, and they assured me that with time I would get a balance between my coursework and other personal responsibilities. 
On the issue of not being able to understand some concepts of my coursework, I think I was not asking enough questions during the study. It would have been a lot helpful to ask for clarification as the tutor was teaching so that they would explain further.
Abstract Conceptualisation
It is a fact that the virtual environment provides the possibility of learning at whatever time and anywhere, which makes it really challenging for most people. I also think the environment in which I was undertaking my classes was not conducive, which could have contributed to my lack of motivation. As such, I should try and be more self-disciplined so that I get to class on time and submit my assignments on time too. Means, Bakia and Murphy (2014) indicate that it is vital for learners to consider self-discipline and motivation to get more positive learning outcomes. This statement is supported by Friedman (2016), who states that self-motivation and discipline as vital tools in online learning. These elements are what ensure that you do the right thing at the right time, even when you do not feel like doing it (self-discipline, 2021).
Active Experimentation
From the analysis as mentioned above, I believe there are actions that I could take to improve my online learning experience. First, I would consider setting class reminders such as sticky notes around the house or a timetable in my bedroom or alarms. These will ensure that I know beforehand the lessons I have and their timelines each day. In addition, I will be able to submit my assignments early. Secondly would be to try to eliminate the elements that distract my attention before and during learning. For instance, studying on my bed or while watching TV was not a good idea because it made me concentrate less. Therefore, I will set up a good space with a desk for studying and away from the noise and the television set.
Thirdly, it would be important to foster connections with other peers. Through platforms such as Facebook and WhatsApp, I can engage with my classmates and get their perspectives on the coursework as well as just catch up to keep up with them. I think this would be helpful in curbing the feelings of not being able to meet up physically. Lastly, as documented by Friedman (2016), discipline is the ingredient to the successful balancing of online learning with other responsibilities. This means I will have to stay motivated and take charge of my education with a lot of self-discipline. This experience has taught me that I can excel in my studies even as an online student as long as I stay focused and disciplined.
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