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[bookmark: _Hlk60481021]“You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.”   Abraham Lincoln 

Critically evaluate this statement by considering the notion of responsibility and the relative roles of business, governments, and society in general in assuming responsibility for a more sustainable future.

Your submission should be in essay form of 3500 words (+/- 10% acceptable).  Your work should combine theoretical debate with practical examples, either drawn from your own or a wider context.  Within your work you should build on the weekly discussion forums, using your own contributions, and those of fellow students, as a resource (appropriately referenced).
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Today’s responsibility, tomorrows benefits.


You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today, is a quote that has a pragmatic tone within today’s economic, social, and environmental troubles.

What do I see when I read this quote? 
I see an individual, arguing the case that something needs to be done, while others are ignoring what they have to achieve. Though I do not know of the context in which it was referring too, I do see that there have always been issues with those with responsibility, through choice, ignorance, or stupidity, not taking responsibility for their actions, or the consequences that arise because of it.

When Abraham Lincoln first coined this phrase, the world was a much different place.
The population was lower, villages, towns, and cities were much smaller, people grew their own food, or traded with others for something they needed, Industry was relatively young, well, in America at least, the lands were still being explored, full of animal life, vast forests were still present, fauna and flora flourished, farmers used to only grow what they, or others needed, making it a more sustainable process. 

While there was disease, crop failures, droughts and flooding, farmers learned to adapt to the environments, they learned new farming techniques from one another, and built dams for land irrigation and water storage.
There is still disease in crops today, granted, a much lower risk due to the usage of pesticides, there is also still flooding that affects farmland, housing developments as they are built of flood plains, a lot of todays flooding is down to two main issues: 
1, A warmer climate, creating more moisture in the air, creating more storms and heavier downpours.
2, Deforestation, there are not as many trees who’s roots can soak up the water from the ground, leading to increased flash flooding, soil erosion, washing the much-needed nutrients into the river systems, down to the flood plains, and people’s homes.

With the exception of water quality, well, in most countries, pollution has increased dramatically, over-population and the expansion of towns and cities, a massive increase in agriculture have led to forests being felled, animal species on the verge of extinction, waterways being poisoned by pesticides, coupled with technological advancements so more can be grown in much larger areas, easily accessible world-wide travel and distribution, and a number of devastating wars affecting the lands and seas that were fought over, and the testing of nuclear weaponry. 
All the examples above have had a terrible effect on the planet, and its occupants, both human and animal, physically, and now mentally.

Where in the past people would grow their own food, now, we simply go to the supermarket, where we can buy food products that were once seasonal, that are being grown all year round in vast green houses, in this country, and around the world.                  Food products are treated with pesticides to keep them disease free, and some are genetically modified to make them bigger, and last longer.

The issue of buying rather than growing is also down to other factors, such as modern homes are built in housing estates, generally with tiny gardens, the soil is only a few centimetres deep, unsuitable for growing produce, causing some of the occupant who have enough room to install raised planters that were above ground level, but then there is the other issue, having the time in this constantly busy, demanding world.

When Lincoln spoke, it was in a much simpler time, I believe he was speaking about moral, ethical obligations to oneself, to others, and as a president of the US, to his people.  It was a time when someone’s word meant a great deal.  People were respected for doing what they said they would, not by how many likes they get on Facebook or Instagram, what car they drove, or the size of their homes. It was a time where actions did speak louder than words, a time that needs to be found once again.



If there is one thing that these current times has taught me, it is that people do not want to take responsibility, for what has happened, for what needs to be done to rectify it, and to make the hard decisions that will eventually lead to our shared goal of a healthy planet, with healthy occupants. 

We are a species of doers; however, we are also a species of procrastinators, putting things off until we can be bothered to do it, or until someone, or something makes us.
e.g.  Look at the current situation with Brexit, with the government “kicking the can down the road”, hoping to get a better deal as the deadline draws to an end.
These actions have led to inactivity, unethical practices, and a blasé attitude towards what must be done, creating a feeling of disenchantment towards the government from the people and businesses.  After all, it is the companies, and their employees, that will be dealing with the consequences of what happens for years to come.

Lincoln’s quote does however raise a few questions, such as:
Who’s responsibility is it referring to? In what context is the responsibility referring to?    Why can’t we put it off until tomorrow? What can we do? when can we do it? How can we do it?



We all know about the current environmental crisis that we face, there have been many countries issuing a “climate emergency” due to the extreme weather events that the world has faced recently. Can we really sit back and let this continue? How could we deal with the ethical implications if we did? Could you, or I, really live out the rest of our lives happy, knowing what we are contributing to, leaving the environment in such a fragile state for our children, and our grandchildren?
I believe that we cannot, it is quite simple to us all, as individuals, as employees, as citizens, as business owners, as governments, and as a collective entity on this planet…… Our planet, our home.

So, what can we do to help resolve this situation we find ourselves in?
The choices we make daily, have an impact on not only our lives, but the lives of our loved ones, our friends, and our communities.
If we look at what we can do as individuals, it may not seem as if we can achieve much, yet in the grander scope, if we all did our own bit, they will accumulate with the efforts of others, then, we will see that we can, and will, make a difference.

It is also our responsibility to hold the government, and businesses to account for the actions that they have taken, ensuring that they too take responsibility for what they have done over the years, we can work together to find new ways of being productive, sustainable, and adopt environmentally acceptable policies, practice’s, and processes.

What is our responsibility? We can all make small changes to our daily routines that can make a big overall difference.  We all now recycle our home waste products, use energy saving light bulbs, our homes are more energy efficient, meaning a saving on consumables 
such as gas and electricity.  So, what else can we do to ensure that we can do that little bit extra that can make a difference.

One way of helping further is by reducing the amount of time we spend commuting in our cars, with the creation of a government scheme, and our employers backing, most companies now offer a cycle to work scheme, these schemes help an employee purchase a bicycle, up to a certain price, without the tax of the purchase being added to the price, e.g.  A £900 bike only costing £720.  
The cost of the purchase is paid by the employer as a loan to the employee, and taken out of the employee’s wages, as a deduction, before tax is deducted, also meaning that the employee pays less tax on their wages, once the payments have finished, the employee owns the bike.

So why do employees, like me, still continue to take their vehicle to work, not cycling in as the scheme intended, promoting a healthier lifestyle, improving the employee’s health, leading to fewer sick days, helping the company, and the economy, whilst reducing emissions in the area from reduced vehicle emissions.
While the data shows that people are travelling further on bikes, with the average distance in 2002 being 987 miles per year, rising to 1144 miles per year in 2017, the volume of cyclists has generally remained the same as most people taking up the scheme already prefer cycling over using their cars. (Transport News Wales, 2019)



I believe it is a personal choice, but some examples are: Laziness, ignorance, poor time management, the weather, selfishness, and a lack of confidence.  All reasons mentioned make it a personal ethical issue.  If we all had a Deontological approach to this example, we would all be cycling to work as it is duty based.  We would do it as it is best for our health, our co-worker’s health, the health of the environment, but we do not all think this way, we think more Teleologically, with consequence-based actions.  
If I cycle in, I will be too tired to cycle home, if I cycle in when its cloudy, it may rain on my way home and I will get wet, the roads are too busy, and I do not feel confident enough to be on them.  We lean more towards what is best for ourselves at that time, rather than the long term good we could achieve.

Personally, I thought that road traffic would have an effect on the number of people cycling to work, especially for the emissions produced by those commuting via busy roadways, or in built up areas where the traffic is stop-start. 
However, this does not seem to be the case, in an article in Wales Online, it is claimed that air quality in Swansea from vehicle exhaust emissions is improving, due to a reduction of older diesel engine vehicles on the roads.
A Swansea City councillor is quoted, "There was a recognition that levels, particularly of nitrogen dioxide and particulate matter, are not exceeding what we are told represent safe levels - but it is my perception that there is no safe level," (Youle, 2019)

If we look at the vehicle manufacturers, they have become more aware of the impact combustion engine vehicles are having on the environment.  Other factors are customers.
changing mindsets to become more environmentally friendly, increased taxes from governments, carbon neutral policies being implemented, the sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles being banned from 2030, and the dwindling resources of fossil fuels, manufacturers have had no choice but to develop a range of hybrid (combustion and electric powered), fully electric, and now hydrogen fuel cell vehicles, in order to secure the company’s futures.

However, with the current battery technology only having a guaranteed warranty of up to 100,000 miles or eight to 10 years, depending on the manufacturer. It seems to me that when these cars reach the end of their warranty period, they will, in effect, be worthless, because potential replacement battery costs are stratospheric, with figures of £8000 to £10,000 or more seemingly being the norm. (Evans, 2020)

It is nice to read that emissions are falling in Swansea, and very nice to see that the council are realising the negative impact of emissions, what I find nicer still, is the acknowledgement that even low levels of pollution are not regarded as acceptable.

In an effort to address the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as set out by the United Nations, as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, found at https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld                         (United Nations, 2018)  Swansea council has started to address SDG 13 (Climate Action), in doing so they also address SDG 3 (Good health and wellbeing).

In an effort to further reduce the impact of pollution in the Swansea area, the council have decided to proceed with 
numerous projects around all areas of the county.

Examples of this is the planned planting of hundreds of trees, native to the area, to create a new woodland area in Singleton park, an area widely used by the public for activities and picnics. This new woodland would help to remove harmful toxins from the air, caused by the many busy main roads surrounding the park, making it an even more pleasurable place to be enjoying.

The creation of another new woodland area, and learning facility, Called the Graig y Coed Community Project, is for nature walks, picnics, learning about the area’s natural inhabitants, the local history of the area, have been proposed for a site in Penclawdd, overlooking the Loughor estuary, and the site of the former US army camp from world war two.  This new area would be again used for reducing pollution, but also, encouraging families to explore the area, getting them active, and to learn about the area as they exercise. (Dalling, 2020)


As part of the planning application for the new 3500 seat arena, in the marina area of Swansea, designers had to incorporate the construction of the first totally new coastal park in Swansea since Victorian times. This new coastal park, which will be 1.1 acres in size will be easily accessible from the city’s public transport hub, a new multi storey car park adjacent to the arena and will also be easily accessible via the marina. 

It is hoped that the park will alleviate congestion on the road, by enticing people to arrive earlier, so that they may enjoy the parks surroundings and coffee shops to the fullest.

Swansea council leader Rob Stewart is quoted.
“It’ll have a coastal theme, new planting, furniture for relaxing, landscaping, free public Wi-Fi and other features such as the pavilion-style café-restaurant. We’re looking for tenants for that right now.”
“The park will be a destination in its own right and one key aspect will be its opportunities for natural play. Rather than off-the-shelf standard solutions for play we will use natural features as much as possible.” (Dalling, 2020).

Some of these projects are receiving criticism from the public and are accusing the council of wasting money, meddling with already beautiful surroundings, and making changes just because they can.  However, I believe this is an opportunity to be seized, to help boost the environments ability to help it heal itself, after all, if we can learn from this, it can only be good for us all, now, and for the future.

I believe that the decision taken to move forward with these projects has been made using a Teleological mindset, the council has identified the need to create these woodlands and parks in order to reduce pollution in an increasingly busy city.

In an environment where budgets are tight, and costs must be kept to a minimum, it is good to see that Morriston hospital in Swansea has become the first hospital in Wales with its own dedicated solar farm.  The project is expected to cost £3.5 million, and will cover 14 hectares of land, the hospital site itself is 18 hectares so it will almost double the footprint of the hospital.  This project will undoubtably help the hospital to achieve its sustainability goals and ensure that it is well on its way of achieving a zero-carbon footprint for the future. It is expected to supply a quarter of the energy the hospital uses, saving £500,000 a year in energy alone, saving an estimated £1,500,000 with other initiatives, and also saving 3,000 tonnes of carbon being produced per year.

Health board Assistant Director of Operations, Des Keighan is quoted.
“Being able to deliver solar energy on this scale for an NHS site is an exciting opportunity.
Combining it with other energy conservation measures makes this a highly innovative solution for the NHS.”
“At peak production times this will meet the electricity demand for the entire hospital, whilst reducing our carbon emissions.
This is in line with the Welsh Government’s commitment for the public sector to be carbon neutral by 2030.” (GREGORY, 2020)

While this is a fantastic opportunity for the hospital, its staff, and patients, it is also fantastic for the taxpayer.  If less is being spent on energy usage in hospitals, that means more can be spent on other necessities, such as more staff to care for patients, newer, more advanced equipment, more beds for patients, reducing patient waiting times etc.

This decision has been made as this is something the hospital must do, to reduce costs, improve its sustainability, and reduce its carbon footprint.
The size of the solar farm will be an issue for many I am sure, and the loss of agricultural land for the farmers would be another issue.  
However, I am sure the farmers would have been greatly compensated, and I am sure those that would oppose the plan wont have anything to say once they are benefitting by being treated at the hospital.

All the above are projects and developments that are happening now, or in the very near future, let us look at a project that has literally just been given the green light to start that will be a benefit to everyone in the South, and South-West Wales area.

As part of a group of six UK projects awarded funding today, 02/01/2021, SWIC (South Wales Industrial Clusters), have been given the funding to start to decarbonize the entirety of the South Wales coast from Newport, to Milford Haven, and Haverfordwest, up as far as Aberaeron, and Llandrindod Wells. (Gov.uk, 2021) These areas have been chosen for their accessibility to the sea, industry, cities, and the wealth of people with the expertise to complete the project, on time, and hopefully within budget. 

A consortium of some of Wales’ top industry, energy, infrastructure, legal, academic, and engineering organisations have joined forces to submit a public and private bid for a £37million grant to scope out a route to the decarbonisation of industry in the South Wales region. The bid will help them to plan the acceleration of being net zero and create the UK’s first large scale carbon dioxide shipping industry at the same time. (SWIC, 2020)

Costain, Associated British Ports, Capital Law, CR Plus, Industry Wales, Lanzatech, Lightsource bp, Milford Haven Port Authority, Progressive Energy, RWE Generation, Shell, Simec Power, Tarmac, Tata Steel, The Port of Milford Haven, The University of South Wales, Valero Energy and Wales & West Utilities, will be working together to create the clusters that would create and use Hydrogen (H2) to power factories, vehicle fleets, and transport Carbon dioxide (CO2) to secure storage facilities at sea.



They plan to capture the CO2 in Swansea, Port Talbot, and Milford Haven, converting it to H2 by removing the carbon, and pumping the H2 via a pipeline running the length of South Wales, ensuring that it can be utilised along its length.
The plan will also use existing technologies, such as, solar farms, whilst also incorporating floating wind farms that can also be used to generate tidal energy, ensuring a purely green energy source, and many thousands of jobs for the area as this will be a new industry.

[bookmark: _Hlk60591349]It is good to see that businesses and the government can work together to achieve this goal, I believe that this project will have untold benefits for the area, and the people living within it, economically, environmentally, and allow the local wildlife, and sea life to flourish again. The project is expected to create a total zero-carbon region by 2040 and will be a world leading development, especially in the context of carbon transportation.

There have been numerous projects mentioned above that I believe will prove that the UN SDGs can be achieved, I believe that we have the technology, the expertise, and the people, willing and able to give their best to achieve these goals.  I just hope that we can work together with other countries to cooperatively address the issues they too face, it is our moral, and ethical duty to help one another.

After all, can we really afford to wait for the next Greta, the next climate emergency, or the next environmental disaster. If we do, it may be our own disaster we face, pleading with others to help us, the way that we should be helping them. It is comforting to see that companies, and the government, have taken notice of the current environmental situations, been able to identify and addressed areas that can, and will make a difference.  I hope other countries around the world also take responsibility, and see what they can achieve, only then can we truly say that we have achieved our goals.
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