Both sources describe findings from excavations; the Lv family tombs from the Northern Song Dynasty in Xinjiang, China (Yu et al., 2016), and Xiaohe Cemetery, a bronze age site in Lantian County, Shaanxi Province, China (Mai et al., 2016). While the sites are from two points in history roughly two and a half thousand years apart, the findings in both sources illustrate a link between cosmetic products and females (Mai et al., 2016) (Yu et al., 2016).

Mai et al. (2016) states there has been “little study about the tools of cosmetic”, in part due to how such tools are “rarely found in excavation”. Therefore, not only is the finding of the red pigment stick made from “cattle heart and covered with a layer of hematite powders” found at Xiaohe Cemetery a noteworthy discovery, it also gives much needed context to the discovery of the cosmetic made from freshwater pearls that were turned to powder with “stone grinding tools” found in the Lv family tombs (Yu et al., 2016). This demonstrates both an advancement in style and fashion, and opens the door to further discussion about the evolution of cosmetic manufacturing.
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