Diana Demeterova,                                                                                     Family Law and Practice
       2314066                                                                                                                Assessment 
Children’s rights to protection from corporal punishment
Part B

In part B of this assessment, I will evaluate my understanding of children’s right to protection from corporal punishment and any difficulties. I will also analyse my approach to communicating this information.

Wales is the first UK region to completely ban physical punishment after Scotland, and now has strong legislative protections for children against all types of corporal punishment. On March 21st, 2022, this change became applicable under the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020. The main goal of the law is to safeguard children’s rights by outlawing physical punishment of children and eliminating the defence of justifiable punishment (GOV.Wales, 2023).
 There are many rights and protections that children are under. For example, the commitment to international standards for the rights of children. Article 19 of the UNCRC requires children to be protected from all types of violence, including physical punishment. This aligns with Wale’s ban on corporal punishment, because of Wale’s dedication to embedding the UNCRC into its legal system, this law upholds children’s rights to safety and dignity. (The children and young people’s Commissioner, 2020). 
Another example is the right to protection across all environments. The Welsh law forbids the use of physical punishment by parents, teachers, childcare providers, and anyone else in charge of a child’s wellbeing. Meaning they are protected from corporal punishment in all settings, including homes, schools, and care facilities, due to this universal protection. (Gov.Wales, 2024).
 Another example is the right to positive and non-violent punishment. Due to the encouragement of positive parenting, the Welsh Government added resources to the legislations that encourage non-violent parenting, assisting parents and carers with carrying out positive forms of punishment, this encourages carers to employ strategies including communication, boundary-setting, and rewarding good behaviour. (NSPCC, 2022). 
The last example is the right to legal protection and fair treatment. Due to legal protection, Wale’s ban on corporal punishment gives children a legal way to be protected even if physical punishment does happen, they may anticipate being treated fairly by the law. To safeguard children and uphold their legal right to protection, reports of physical punishment are handled as assault cases and investigated by the police and social services, child welfare services and legal representations can assist children and their families in situations involving abuse or physical punishment. This strategy aligns with children’s rights to safety, family support, and welfare by establishing a balance between the application of the law and services created to inform and assist families. (GOV.Wales, 2024).

The Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020, which outlaws physical punishment completely in Wales, is a significant step forward for children’s rights. Parents, carers, and community members are a group of non-experts who have significant difficulties in understanding and obedience to the law because of a combination of legal details, cultural views, and practical factors. (Gov.Wales, 2023). 
There are many key reasons why this law may be difficult for the public to fully understand. One is a fear of criminalisation of unintended consequences. Parents and other carers may become afraid that even little disciplinary actions might result in criminal investigations due to the law’s criminalisation of physical punishment. This concern may contribute to stress and anxiety around parenting decisions by making it more difficult for laypeople to feel comfortable punishing their kids at all. (Gov.Wales, 2021).
 Another reason is legal ambiguity and enforcement uncertainty. Even though the law explicitly forbids all types of physical punishment, laypeople sometimes lack a thorough understanding of the legal system and may find it difficult to comprehend how the law is applied. This might cause uncertainty about when authorities could step in and raise concerns about what “reasonable discipline’ without physical punishment looks like. (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2015). 
The last reason why this law may be difficult for the public is the generational and cultural standards. Physical punishment was seen as appropriate or even required in many households where many individuals grew up to raise well-behaved children. Although it goes against the established cultural and generational views on childrearing, it can be challenging for laypeople to comprehend the justification for outlawing physical punishment. (NSPCC, 2024). 
The “reasonable punishment” claim has been removed by the Children (Abolition of Defence of Punishment of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 makes any physical discipline regardless of its context or intensity legally assaulted.  The Welsh Government has made investments to increase public awareness by promoting good, non-violent disciplining techniques through campaigns. These efforts encourage parents to take more positive attitudes by educating the public about the reasoning behind this legislation and offering other methods of discipline concerns without using physical punishment. (NSPCC, 2019). By providing resources and encouragement for non-violent punishment, Wales has supported good parenting initiatives that help in changing cultural norms. As they offer practical options that respect cultural norms while conforming to legal requirements, these resources are essential for improving the effectiveness of the law in actual practice. (Children Commissioners for Wales, 2020).

I have designed a poster aimed at children aged, 10 to 16 years which outlines essential rights regarding protection from corporal punishment in Wales. The poster highlights the specific individuals who children should inform if they are experiencing physical punishment. Additionally, it features a QR code that directs users to the Welsh Government’s website, which provides comprehensive guidelines and services related to child protection. This initiative aims to enhance awareness and accessibility of crucial protective resources for young individuals. This poster is presented as an effective visual communication tool, designed to capture attention quickly while providing crucial information concisely. Its strategic placement in various public locations, such as schools and community centres, enhances its accessibility, allowing it to reach a diverse audience. Repeated exposure to the poster in these settings may increase retention and awareness among individuals. Furthermore, the QR code facilitates immediate access to additional information and support, which encourages further engagement and interaction among viewers. The poster is an effective tool for public awareness and educational campaigns because of its capacity to express clear targeted information with visual impacts, reach many my targeted audience, encouraging messages over time and point viewers to more resources. 

The design of a poster to communicate legal information to the public comes with unique challenges. Such as using complicated legal language. It is sometimes difficult for those without specialised experience to properly understand legal language due to its formality, accuracy, and complexity. The need for greater clarity in legal terminology is highlighted by the recognition that terms like “abolition of corporal punishment” or “reasonable punishment defence” may not be easily understood by the public. 
Another challenge I faced while designing the poster is keeping the details and simplicity in check. It was challenging to include every important detail without overloading the poster with too many details since posters have a limited amount of space. for example, I had to summarise the goals of the legislation, what it forbids, and how it affects parents. 
The last difficulty I faced while designing this poster was making sure a wide range of audience could access it. Posters are designed to reach a diverse audience, individuals with different abilities and reading skills. The complexity of legal terminology can pose a barrier to understanding for many, potentially reducing the effectiveness of the poster as a communication tool. Effective design must prioritize accessibility to ensure that the initial message resonates with all viewers.

Revisiting any feedback would change any legal terminology to a simpler, and more straightforward language. For example, I would use “removal of physical punishment” or “physical discipline is now illegal” instead of “abolition of corporal punishment. I would also include an easily understood selection using a few useful examples that explain the law’s impacts on different audiences, such as parents, teachers, and carers. For example, “smacking is not allowed” or “Try these positive discipline techniques instead of physical punishment.” Lastly, I would include a flowchart or frequently asked questions to address common questions, such as “Can I still discipline my child?” and “What counts as physical punishment?” these questions would be addressed in plain terms.

In my opinion, reaching children aged 10-16 years can be achieved by using posters, however, its efficiency depends on certain designs and locations. The poster I have designed will be presented around schools, community centres and local areas since those are the main locations of my targeted audience and the message will be spread more rapidly and efficiently. The poster includes a QR code which makes the poster interactive, memorable and engaging. This allows students to access additional information online, which is often the choice of format for this age group. If I had the opportunity to develop my poster further, I would start by focusing on presenting the primary message using simple and clear language. However, it was a challenge to find a balance between simplicity and accuracy since oversimplifying carried the risk of leaving out crucial context and details. I would also highlight just the most important facts using headings, bullet points, and more pictures. This would make my targeted audience more interested in learning about the rights they have to protection from corporal punishment. Lastly, I would use images that symbolise important concepts, clear, bright colours for reading and language appropriate for all audiences. However, creating a single poster that would be understandable and significant to all audiences continued to be challenging.

In conclusion, Wales’s children’s rights to be protected from physical punishment represents a major advancement in protecting kids’ wellbeing and dignity. The Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020, which eliminates the “reasonable punishment” defence, brought Welsh Law into line with international human rights principles by highlighting children’s right to physical protection and respectful treatment. Through the support of positive parenting techniques and non-violent forms of punishment, this law assists in the growth of health family relations. Although the legislation is an advance in the right direction, its effectiveness depends on successful public awareness campaigns, simple assistance for parents and carers, and continuous efforts to guarantee that the law is widely recognised and followed. With everything considered, Wales is setting an example by cresting a more secure and respectful environment where kids may grow and succeed without having to worry about being physically punished.
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