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INTRODUCTION
 Culture is an essential element of sustainable tourism.  It encompasses the beliefs, values, customs, and traditions of a community or society, including their language, arts, history, religion, and social practices. Culture plays a vital role in tourism, as visitors are often attracted to destinations that offer unique cultural experiences (Kim, Whitford, and Arcodia, 2019). This presentation takes Greek Cyprus, an island country located to the north of Egypt and east of Greece, into consideration. All the cultural considerations and important aspects appertaining to sustainable tourism in Greek Cyprus will be discussed in this presentation. 
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WAYS IN WHICH GREEK CYPRUS CONSIDERS CULTURE IN SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
Greek Cyprus places great emphasis on culture in its sustainable tourism efforts. Here are some ways in which Greek Cyprus considers culture in sustainable tourism:
·  Preservation of historic sites (Themistocleous et al, 2019). 
·  Promotion of local arts and crafts
·  Food and wine tourism
·  Cultural events and festivals (Sadikoglu, 2021) 
Notes:
Preservation of historical sites: Greek Cyprus has a rich cultural legacy that dates back to antiquity, with many historical sites and monuments. Sustainable tourism activities concentrate on conserving and protecting these assets, ensuring their accessibility to tourists while keeping their integrity.
Promotion of local arts and crafts: Local arts and crafts, like as ceramics, weaving, and embroidery, are promoted as an essential component of tourists' cultural experiences in Greek Cyprus. This benefits local economies while also preserving traditional knowledge.
Food and wine tourism: Greek Cyprus is well-known for its cuisine and wines, and sustainable tourism initiatives emphasise the relevance of local food and wine cultures. Guests are invited to sample the regional dishes and learn about the cultural importance of both food and wine in Greek Cypriot culture.
Cultural Events and Festivals: During the year, Greek Cyprus conducts several cultural events and festivals, including the Limassol Carnival and the Kataklysmos Festival. These events are promoted as chances for tourists to experience local culture and customs as part of sustainable tourism efforts.
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4 IMPORTANT PILLARS of TOURISM for GREEK CYPRUS
· Fresh Water (Code et al, 2020)
· Clean Air (Zeng et al, 2021).
· Fertile Soil
· Reviving Oceans 
Notes:
Fresh Water: Freshwater resources are critical for the long-term growth of tourism in Cyprus. The island has limited freshwater resources, and preserving these resources is critical to the well-being of both tourists and locals. Effective water resource management is critical to ensuring that visitors have access to clean and safe drinking water throughout their stay in Cyprus.
Clean Air: Clean air is a crucial component influencing travellers' overall experience in Cyprus. The pleasant Mediterranean environment and pure air of the island make it an ideal destination for vacationers seeking a healthy and peaceful holiday. The Cyprus government has made initiatives to minimise air pollution and encourage environmentally friendly tourist activities.
Fertile Land: Cyprus has a long agricultural heritage, and its fertile terrain plays an important role in tourism. The lush soil of the island is ideal for cultivating a broad range of fruits and vegetables, which form an important element of Cypriot cuisine. To protect soil fertility, the Cyprus government has also made initiatives to encourage organic farming and sustainable farming techniques.A reviving sea: The waters around Cyprus are home to a diverse range of marine life, allowing tourists to participate in aquatic sports like as swimming, snorkelling, and scuba diving. The Cyprus government has made initiatives to restore ocean health and conserve marine life, including the establishment of marine protected zones and the implementation of sustainable fishing techniques.
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ETHICAL ISSUES CREATED BY CULTURE IN SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT FOR GREEK CYPRUS
· Cultural Appropriation
·  Authenticity Loss
·  Exploitation of Labour
·  Environmental Degradation (Liu et al, 2022) 
Notes:
The growth of sustainable tourism in Greek Cyprus raises an array of culturally related ethical concerns. Following are some of the most pressing ethical concerns:
Cultural Appropriation: Cultural appropriation is one of the major ethical challenges posed by the rise of sustainable tourism. It refers to the commercial exploitation of local culture and traditions without authorization or without regard for its origin and meaning. Tourists in Greek Cyprus may be lured to attend cultural events or purchase souvenirs without fully comprehending the cultural importance of these acts.
Authenticity loss: The growth of sustainable tourism may lead to a decline of originality of local cultures. Tourism attractions and cultural events can be tailored to the tourist market, resulting in homogeneity of local customs and traditions. 
Exploitation of Labour: Another ethical concern posed by the growth of sustainable tourism is labour exploitation. This refers to the utilisation of low-wage workers from the local population to provide services to tourists who are not adequately compensated or provided with benefits. The use of low-wage labourers from surrounding nations in Greek Cyprus might lead to labour exploitation.
Degradation of the environment: Sustainable tourist development can also lead to environmental deterioration, which has an impact on local cultures. The installation of tourist amenities can result in the degradation of natural ecosystems, while tourism development can result in excessive resource use and trash creation. This can have a negative influence on local cultures, which rely on traditional natural environment practises
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GLOBAL TOURISM ISSUES APPERTAINING TO GREEK CYPRUS
· Operational Challenges
· Commercialisation
·  Ethics (Seyedabolghasemi et al, 2022) 
·  Race and Religion
Notes:
There are various operational hurdles to sustainable tourism in Greek Cyprus, including:
Balancing economic development with environmental protection: Greek Cyprus's economic growth is heavily reliant on tourism, but its natural and cultural legacy must also be conserved. Sustainable tourism necessitates a delicate balance of economic development and environmental conservation.
Lower carbon footprint: Travel increases greenhouse gas emissions and contributes to climate change. To lower its carbon footprint, Greek Cyprus should develop and execute sustainable tourist practises such as encouraging ecologically friendly transportation, minimising energy usage in hotels and restaurants, and boosting tourism. Local agriculture that is sustainable.
Water Resources Management: Water is a rare resource in Greek Cyprus, and tourism has added to the already restricted supply. Water efficiency, wastewater recycling, and water usage reduction in lodging and dining establishments are all required for sustainable tourism.
Reducing trash and encouraging recycling: The tourist business creates a lot of garbage, which may be harmful to the environment. Greek Cyprus should support waste reduction and recycling methods such as providing recycling bins, limiting the use of plastic, and urging eateries and hotels to avoid food waste.
Sustainable tourism is a developing movement in the tourist business that emphasises the preservation of natural resources, cultural legacy, and responsible travel. Being a prominent tourist destination, Greek Cyprus confronts several marketing challenges that might jeopardise long-term tourism. Following are some of the most important marketing concerns that must be addressed in Greek Cyprus in order to develop sustainable tourism:
Overexploitation: Uncontrolled tourist development may result in overbuilding and habitat damage, which is harmful to ecosystems, residents, and animals. Animals suffer as a result. It can also lead to overpopulation in tourist regions, resulting in a worse quality of life for both locals and visitors.
Low quality tourism products: Bad quality tourism items can detract from the overall tourism experience and discourage visitors from returning. Greek Cyprus must guarantee that its tourist goods, including hotels, restaurants, and attractions, fulfil high quality and sustainability criteria.
Sustainable tourism in Greek Cyprus can create ethical, racial, and religious concerns that must be addressed in order to encourage respect for local culture, social justice, and environmental sustainability. 
Ethical issues: Exploitation of local population and resources is one of the ethical dilemmas that might develop with sustainable tourism in Cyprus. To avoid this, the tourist sector should promote responsible tourism practises that benefit local communities, such as hiring locals, procuring locally, and honouring local customs and traditions.
Another ethical concern that may emerge is animal care, particularly when horses and donkeys are used for tourist treks. Animals should be handled humanely, and tour providers should urge tourists to seek alternate activities.
Race Issues: Race issues may occur in Greek Cyprus's sustainable tourism, notably in the handling of minority groups. Tour operators must encourage diversity and inclusion while avoiding all forms of prejudice.
Religious Issues: Cyprus's religious community is varied, including Greek Orthodox Christians and Muslims. By offering information and education on the region's many religious traditions and practises, sustainable tourism should respect and encourage religious diversity. Visitors should also be taught to respect religious sites and practises, as well as local customs and traditions.
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GLOBAL TOURISM ISSUES APPERTAINING TO GREEK CYPRUS   
· Westernisation and Stereotyping
· Language (Rookwood, 2020) 
· Cultural Change (Iran, Jordan, and Palestine, 2023). 
Notes:
Several problems to sustainable tourism in Greek Cyprus are connected to westernisation and stereotyping. The adoption of Western cultural ideals, habits, and ways of life by non-Western civilizations is referred to as Westernization. In the context of sustainable tourism, this may show itself in the promotion of Western-style tourist activities, lodgings, and experiences that do not necessarily correlate to the Greek Cypriot community's cultural and environmental values. 
The possible loss of indigenous cultural practises and legacy is one of the difficulties linked with the westernisation of sustainable tourism. Traditional Cypriot practises such as food, music, and crafts may be commodified and simplified as tourism in Greek Cyprus expands, with a growing emphasis on Western-style activities and accommodations. for tourism consumption, resulting in variations in authenticity and loss. 
Another issue that might arise in the development of sustainable tourism in Greek Cyprus is stereotypes. Stereotypes are overly simplified and sometimes erroneous representations of a group of individuals based on assumed cultural, racial, or ethnic features. This is visible in the marketing of stereotyped ideas of Cyprus culture, such as exoticism, hospitality, and romance, in terms of tourism. This is troublesome for a variety of reasons. For starters, it has the potential to reinforce damaging stereotypes and worsen existing power disparities between Western and non-Western societies. Second, it can lead to the monetization of cultural activities and the elimination of cultural variety. Eventually, this generates a false and uniform picture of Greek Cyprus for tourists, leading to a lack of awareness and appreciation of the region's diverse cultural heritage.
Language challenges can have a significant influence on Greek Cyprus's sustainable tourism, particularly in terms of communication with visitors and local people.The dominance of English as the lingua franca of international tourism is a linguistic issue. While English is commonly spoken in Cypriot Greek, travellers and residents who do not speak the language may face linguistic hurdles. This might obstruct communication and result in misconceptions or misinterpretations of sustainable tourism practises and activities.
To develop sustainable tourism in Greek Cyprus, some cultural shift concerns must be addressed. Some of these difficulties include: Visitors are frequently involved in activities that have a harmful influence on the environment and local populations. They may, for example, trash the beach or indulge in activities that endanger marine life. It is critical to educate tourists about the importance of safeguarding the environment and local communities in order to support sustainable activities. Cultural sensitivity should be promoted: Greek Cyprus has a rich cultural past that should be appreciated and safeguarded. It is critical to educate visitors about local customs, traditions, and values in order to increase cultural sensitivity. Tourists should also be encouraged to engage in cultural events that foster awareness and respect of the local culture.
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REVOLUTION AND UNDERMINING OF TRADITIONAL CULTURES AND NATIONAL IDENTITIES FOR GREEK CYPRUS
[bookmark: _GoBack]The subject of revolution and undermining of traditional culture and national identity in Greek Cyprus related with sustainable tourism is complicated. On the one hand, tourism may offer economic advantages and assist conserve cultural heritage by supporting the conservation of historical places and customs. On the other hand, mass tourism has the potential to commodify culture and erode traditional practises (Laužikas et al, 2022).
Notes:
Greek Cyprus, for example, has a rich cultural heritage that includes archaeological sites, historic buildings, and traditional crafts such as weaving and pottery. It has the potential to attract tourists while also providing economic benefits to local communities. Conversely, the temptation to adapt to mass tourism may also lead to the fabrication of manufactured cultural experiences disconnected from their historical and cultural surroundings.Furthermore, tourism can lead to cultural homogenization, with local traditions adapting to tourist expectations. This can result in a loss of diversity and a blending of national identities. To address these issues, it is important to promote sustainable tourism practises that respect local culture and identity. This might encompass activities such as fostering community-based tourism that is locally led and focuses on real experiences. It may also include working with local populations to discover and safeguard cultural heritage places and practises, while ensuring that they are not commodified or exploited for tourist consumption. 
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CONCLUSION
Sustainability in Greek Cyprus tourism is a difficult subject that necessitates a diversified solution. Lastly, economic, social, and environmental considerations must be balanced to ensure that tourism benefits both tourists and local populations while also protecting the island's natural and cultural history. To achieve sustainable tourism in Greek Cyprus, responsible tourist practises such as decreasing waste and pollution, fostering cultural preservation, and supporting the local economy must be implemented. In addition, efforts should be made to raise public awareness and education on sustainable tourism practises. 
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Preservation of historical sites: Greek Cyprus has a rich cultural legacy that dates back to antiquity, with many historical sites and monuments. Sustainable tourism activities concentrate on conserving and protecting these assets, ensuring their accessibility to tourists while keeping their integrity.

Promotion of local arts and crafts: Local arts and crafts, like as ceramics, weaving, and embroidery, are promoted as an essential component of tourists' cultural experiences in Greek Cyprus. This benefits local economies while also preserving traditional knowledge.

Food and wine tourism: Greek Cyprus is well-known for its cuisine and wines, and sustainable tourism initiatives emphasise the relevance of local food and wine cultures. Guests are invited to sample the regional dishes and learn about the cultural importance of both food and wine in Greek Cypriot culture.

Cultural Events and Festivals: During the year, Greek Cyprus conducts several cultural events and festivals, including the Limassol Carnival and the Kataklysmos Festival. These events are promoted as chances for tourists to experience local culture and customs as part of sustainable tourism efforts.
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Fresh Water: Freshwater resources are critical for the long-term growth of tourism in Cyprus. The island has limited freshwater resources, and preserving these resources is critical to the well-being of both tourists and locals. Effective water resource management is critical to ensuring that visitors have access to clean and safe drinking water throughout their stay in Cyprus.

Clean Air: Clean air is a crucial component influencing travellers' overall experience in Cyprus. The pleasant Mediterranean environment and pure air of the island make it an ideal destination for vacationers seeking a healthy and peaceful holiday. The Cyprus government has made initiatives to minimise air pollution and encourage environmentally friendly tourist activities.

Fertile Land: Cyprus has a long agricultural heritage, and its fertile terrain plays an important role in tourism. The lush soil of the island is ideal for cultivating a broad range of fruits and vegetables, which form an important element of Cypriot cuisine. To protect soil fertility, the Cyprus government has also made initiatives to encourage organic farming and sustainable farming techniques.A reviving sea: The waters around Cyprus are home to a diverse range of marine life, allowing tourists to participate in aquatic sports like as swimming, snorkelling, and scuba diving. The Cyprus government has made initiatives to restore ocean health and conserve marine life, including the establishment of marine protected zones and the implementation of sustainable fishing techniques.
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