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The effect of art deco on the modern age

Art deco in the 1920s and 1930s was a corner stone in the art and design world and brought forward many new design and engineering techniques that are still used today. Not only was it revolutionary in the way that we see wealth and glamour in our society today, but the recognisable design styles on buildings and in fashion are what built countries to what they are today. In this exhibition I am going to show off some of the most revolutionary designs from the time of art deco from different backgrounds such as fashion, architecture, engineering, art, and furniture. The designs that are on display are from prominent designers of the time such as Figoni & Falasci; Jean Patou; Rene Lalique; Shreve, Lamb and Harmon as well as Hubert and Daniel Burnham. All of these designers have had a key role to play on the way things are made today such as automobiles, as well as representing the freedoms of the people such as the way women dress which is much more expressive than it was 100 years ago. 
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The theme of this exhibition is art deco and how it has affected us in the modern world. Art deco was a design movement that was most prominent in 1920s and 1930s. it originated at the Exposition Internationale des Arts Décoratifs et Industriels Modernes in Paris, 1925, where its name is also derived from (Encyclopædia Britannica,2023). The idea was for art deco to represent modernism turned into fashion, and in doing so resulted In the production of both exclusive, hand made products for the rich and wealthy as well as mass produced pieces made for the general population. However, in either case, all of the products designed were made to convey the elegance of the new century. Art deco’s whole purpose was to integrate the new technologies with the old sophistication of the previous age. And with the 100 year anniversary of the Art Deco movement on the horizon, there is no better time to show its significance in the modern day. The majority of what we know. About aerodynamics and modern engineering comes from what we learned from the art deco era. In this exhibition, we are going to look at a range of designers, architects and engineers that played a crucial role in the art deco movement from 1920 -1939. Some of the designers we are going to look in this exhibition are Figoni & Falasci, the creators of the Talbot Lago T-150C SS “Goutte d’Eau” near the end of the Art Deco era. It was one of the first modern looking cars to use the “tear drop” design for its aerodynamics which can be very clearly seen in the design. This was one of the key predecessors for what we see in modern day cars and laid the groundwork for our knowledge of aerodynamics today which is why it has been included in this exhibition.
Another of the designers that we are looking at in this exhibition is Jean Patou who revolutionised woman’s fashion by creating clothing that freed women from the restrictive clothing that woman were forced to wear to appear attractive up until that point in time. He is the main reason women can dress more comfortably today and was the godfather for “liberating the female figure” and is the reason why his flapper dress is on display in this exhibition. 
One of the most recognisable designs on display Is the Empire state building which was designed by Shreve, Lamb and Harmon. The original idea for the building came from former New York City governor Alfred E. Smith and his finance partner John Jakob Raskob. The iconic stepped design of the building was enforced by the 1916 zoning regulation which was put into place in order to stop a “canyon of buildings” engulfing New York (Luke Fiederer,2016). However, thanks to this regulation the Empire State Building has remained one of the most iconic buildings in the world, all thanks to the restrictions imposed on Shreve, Lamb and Harmon and as such has been included in this exhibition. 
Next on the list of items on display in the exhibition is a bonnet ornament designed by Rene Lalique called the Victoire sculpture. The Victoire sculpture is claimed to be the most beautiful of 30 car ornaments designed by Rene Lalique for cars of the time and was made in order to commemorate the 10year anniversary of the World War 1 armistice. Rene Lalique was considered one of the greatest glassmakers of his time with Emille Galle calling him “the inventor of modern jewellery” (Musée Lalique), and whilst he had designed many glass sculptures, the Victoire sculpture was considered one of, if not the most significant piece of all because of the meaning behind its commissioning. With it being the 95th anniversary of the Victoire being made, it has been out on display in the exhibition. 
The final item on display is a poster for the 1933 Chicago world fair. The Chicago world fair was celebration of a century of progress and had a large array of architects and designers who worked on its aesthetics including Hubert and Daniel Burnham. All of the designers involved used bright colours, synthetic materials and clean lines that decorated the designs on display (Chicago architecture center). As it is the 90th anniversary of the 1933 world fair, it is interesting to see what they imagined would be high tech inventions that we see as everyday items, and so it is in this exhibition. 
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The Talbot Lago T-150C SS “Goutte d’Eau” is the definition of an art deco super car designed in the art deco era. The first Talbot Lago T-150C was made in 1936 by Paris based coach builders Figoni & Filasci who believed that the tear drop was the most aerodynamic shape in nature. According to the university of Bolton the tear drop is the most aerodynamic shape in nature (university of Bolton, 2021). This claim can be supported by a research paper done for the International Journal of Automotive and Mechanical Engineering in 2022 (Wei Shyang Chang and Mohammad Hafifi Hafiz Ishak, 2022). The data from that research shows in great depth the aerodynamics of the tear drop shape. Figoni & Filasci were some of the first to implement this design on to a vehicle, this led to the Talbot Lago being one of the fastest cars of its time with its speed being demonstrated with it taking 1st, 2nd and 3rd place at the 1937 French grand prix (Motorsport magazine,2022) and with it coming in 3rd place in the 1938 24 hours at le mans (Racing Sports Cars,2002). This car is one of the most significant motor cars as it paved the way for modern aerodynamics used on cars today.
[image: Lot 263 - A Jean Patou couture beaded 'flapper' dress,]
the flapper dress is one of the most recognisable items from the art deco era, however at the time of its imagining it was more than just an item of clothing. The flapper dress was designed in order to allow woman to feel freer and more expressive, something that clothing up until that point was not. The person leading the charge behind this monumental movement was Jean Patou. Patou wanted to allow women to be free from restrictive clothing, and as a resulted he launched a wide range of products, including dresses without corsets, shortened skirts as well as a sports line that could be worn in towns and cities (PATOU). According to the PATOU website, Patou also was the person to invent the first type of sunscreen product, Chaldea oil. It is clear that Jean Patou was a women’s right advocate and allowed women to express themselves in a new way, which ultimately is the reason why women today are able to express themselves the way they want to. The flapper dress was the beginning of change for women’s rights in the 20th century and it was all spurred on by Jean Patou.
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The Empire State Building is one of the most recognisable buildings in the world and undoubtedly the most well-known thing to come from the art deco period. The iconic layering of the building is a result of the 1916 zoning regulation (NYC government,2004)  which needed buildings to be certain sizes at different heights in order to stop the city becoming a “canyon of buildings”.  Not only that but the speed at which it was built is still an incredible feat by today’s standards. At its fastest, there was one floor a day being completed. This was due to its impressive army of workers, 3,500, who were in need of jobs and money to support their families (Luke Fiederer, 2016). The Empire State was constructed during the early days of the great depression and as a result, when completed it represented the resolve of the people of New York and the people of the United States. 


[image: World's fair poster hi-res stock photography and images - Alamy]

The Chicago world fair of 1933 was a celebration of a century of progress. The fair was a showcase of modern living, consumerism, and entertainment (Chicago architecture center). It introduced people to what was in the near future, such as automobile-based cities in USA. Not only that, but it gave people hope amidst the great depression. There was a large array of designers and architects that worked on the world fair; however, it was Hubert Burnham and Daniel Burnham Jr that planned the event. With help from other young designers like Louis Skidmore and Nathaniel Owings who were entrusted to construct areas of the fair, the world fair was able to show of products that were going to become revolutionary tools of the future that we now see as every day household items.

[image: Lot 546 - A Rare Victoire 'Spirit of the Wind' by Rene]

Rene Lalique was one of the 20th centuries greatest glassmakers. He was well known for making some of the most beautiful jewellery and has even been called the inventor of modern jewellery. However, in 1928 he decided to celebrate the 10-year anniversary of the WW1 armistice by creating the Victoire (Musée Lalique). This bonnet ornament was a symbol of peace and was placed on the bonnets of luxury cars of the time to signify moving forward.

All of the pieces that have been included in this exhibition are on display for a reason. That reason being that all of them have been instrumental in getting to the society that we get to live in. the Talbot Lago T-150C was one of the early “modern cars” to demonstrate its aerodynamics. The empire state building is the pinocle of Art Deco architecture and sets the standard for modern architects on how to make an iconic building. Jean Patou is the reason that women have the freedom to where what they want, and the flapper dress that he designed along with all of his other clothing items were the corner stone of modern female fashion. The 1933 Chicago world fair was instrumental in introducing the public to what we now see as household items like washing machines. Rene Lalique was a world-renowned jewellery maker who is praised as the “godfather of modern jewellery”, and he took the time to make the Victoire sculpture in order to remind people of the horrors of war and whilst this piece may not be as well known today, its message to us all stands true.


Bibliography 

· Art deco (2023) Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/art/Art-Deco (Accessed: April 19, 2023). 
· 1933-1934 Century of Progress Exposition (no date) Architecture & Design Dictionary | Chicago Architecture Center. Available at: https://www.architecture.org/learn/resources/architecture-dictionary/entry/1933-1934-century-of-progress-exposition/ (Accessed: April 19, 2023). 
· Chang, W.S. and Ishak, M.H.H. (2022) (PDF) drag reduction on a three dimensional teardrop ... - researchgate, Resaerch Gate. Universiti Sains Malaysia. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/364701908_Drag_Reduction_on_a_Three_Dimensional_Teardrop-Shaped_Body_Car_with_Different_Stagnation_Points (Accessed: April 20, 2023). 
· City of New York Board of Estimate and apportionment ------- building ... (2004). NYC government. Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/city-planning-history/zr1916.pdf (Accessed: April 25, 2023). 
· Fiederer, L. (2016) Ad classics: Empire state building / shreve, lamb and harmon, ArchDaily. ArchDaily. Available at: https://www.archdaily.com/797767/ad-classics-empire-state-building-shreve-lamb-harmon (Accessed: April 19, 2023). 
· 1937 French Grand Prix: Motorsport Database (2022) Motorsport Database - Motor Sport Magazine. Available at: https://www.motorsportmagazine.com/database/races/1937-french-grand-prix/ (Accessed: April 25, 2023). 
· Le mans 24 Hours (2002) Le Mans 24 Hours 1938 - Race Results - Racing Sports Cars. Available at: https://www.racingsportscars.com/results/Le_Mans-1938-06-19.html (Accessed: April 25, 2023). 
· Mizeikis, D. (2022) Talbot Lago T-150c SS 'Goutte d'eau' - the ultimate art deco supercar, Dyler. Dyler. Available at: https://dyler.com/blog/31/talbot-lago-t-150c-ss-goutte-d-eau-the-ultimate-art-deco-supercar (Accessed: April 19, 2023). 
· Rene Lalique (no date) Musée Lalique. Available at: https://www.musee-lalique.com/en/discover/lalique-more-name/rene-lalique (Accessed: April 19, 2023).
· The most aerodynamic vehicles ever made (2021) University of Bolton. University of Bolton. Available at: https://www.bolton.ac.uk/blogs/the-most-aerodynamic-vehicles-ever-made/ (Accessed: April 19, 2023). 
· The story of the Century-old fashion house - patou.com (no date) Patou. Available at: https://intl.patou.com/pages/history-jean-patou (Accessed: April 19, 2023). 

image6.jpeg
WORLD'S _FAIR

' cmcmo J

A CENTURY OF PROGRESS -

ADULT# 50 07 2 o CiEuE R T ' CHILDREN 25°,

alamu Image ID: CBETC7
www.alamy.com





image7.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg
i





