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Discuss the changes in British policy towards Northern Ireland between 1968 and 1979.
In 1968, the Troubles in Northern Ireland began with political instability, tensions and violence, British policy towards Northern Ireland changes during this time. During the period of 1968 to 1972 Northern Ireland was governed locally by the Ulster Unionist Party under Prime Minister Terence O’Neill, until 1969. James Chichester-Clark became Prime Minister until he resigned in 1971 and Brain Faulker resigned in 1972 due to Direct Rule, that was declared by British Prime Minister Sir Edward Heath, that same year.[footnoteRef:2] In 1968, Britain had a Labour government with Harold Wilson as Prime Minister, who had taken power in 1964.[footnoteRef:3] In 1970 Labour lost to the conservatives and Sir Edward Heath became Prime Minister for the next four years.[footnoteRef:4] Harold Wilson regained power in 1974 but resigned his leadership in 1976 and James Callaghan became Prime Minister.[footnoteRef:5] The increasing tensions and violence during this period made the British government initiate changes of policy to reduce the growing conflict. Unfortunately, many of the policy decisions served to increase tensions and inflame sectarian violence. For example, deployment of on ground troops in 1969 and later introduction of Direct Rule. Such policies were ineffective in bringing peace in Northern Ireland and it will be many years before peace would be achieved in the region. In retrospect the choice to suppress the conflict through militarization served to prolong and escalate tensions and violence. Overall, British policy through that period could be seen as reactionary and heavy handed as successive government had to deal with an inherited problem that they would rather ignore. In some ways they reacted as an authoritative parent to an unruly child there appear no real interest to attempt to address the real grievances of the communities. This essay considers the change in policy due to the Londonderry riots, the riots of 1969, the escalation of violence by the Provisional Irish Republican Army and the unstable political situation.  [2:  	Hennessey, Thomas, A History of Northern Ireland 1920-1996. (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 1997), p.121. 
Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.118.]  [3:  	Gov.UK, Past Prime Ministers (no date) < History of Harold Wilson - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)> [accessed: 7 October 2024]. ]  [4:  	Gov.UK, Past Prime Ministers (no date) < Past Prime Ministers - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)> [accessed: 7 October 2024]. ]  [5:  	Gov.UK, Past Prime Ministers (no date) < History of Harold Wilson - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)>[accessed: 7 October 2024].] 

In many ways the beginning of the Troubles can be pinpointed to the Londonderry riots of 1968. Feelings were running high in the region due to the economic strain within Northern Ireland as well as the discrimination experienced by the Catholic population in Londonderry. Simon Price identifies the Londonderry riots as the flashpoint that marks the beginnings of the Troubles.[footnoteRef:6] The peaceful civil rights protest in Derry was for both working class Protestants and Catholics alike against the poor housing and a lack of jobs, especially in Derry.[footnoteRef:7] Price argues the public overreacted which led to rioting that lasted for three days.[footnoteRef:8] The following political instability caused concern in Whitehall, there was pressure from the Labour Government to call for further reform by Stormont.[footnoteRef:9] In 1969, following the Londonderry riots, further violence erupted focused on the discrimination experienced by the Catholics.[footnoteRef:10] An example of further protest was a student organisation called Peoples’ Democracy that protested against discrimination of Catholics and support of civil rights in January 1st 1969. The four-day march from Belfast to Derry was to demonstrate the corruption of the Northern Irish Government. However, violence erupted causing a continuation of the rioting in Newry and Derry.[footnoteRef:11] These riots were, as Thomas Hennessey concludes, ‘...arguably the point where the Northern Ireland political situation transformed from being primarily about civil rights to the more ancient disputes about religious and national identities.’[footnoteRef:12] The continuation of the violence caused some Protestants to feel hostility towards Catholics  and in return led to increasing tensions and protests by Catholics.[footnoteRef:13] The Rioting in Londonderry, in early August, began to spiral out of control and on the 14th August 1969 Stormont requested aided assistance from the British military.[footnoteRef:14] The Labour government were hesitant to deploy troops with fear of creating more civil unrest. Instead, the Labour government wanted to focus on strengthening the Royal Ulster Constabulary. This would allow them to wait until all resources were exhausted in a bid to not take any responsibility for the increasing violence that might result in civil war and to avoid Direct Rule.[footnoteRef:15] Westminster proposed to send British troops on a temporary basis until all civil order were restored.[footnoteRef:16] The policy of the deployment was to be non-confrontational  with a reduced number of troops, this would be called Operation Banner.[footnoteRef:17]  [6:  	Prince, Simon Peter. ‘5 October 1968 and the Beginning of the Troubles: Flashpoints, Riots and Memory,’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012),394–410 (p.394-396) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636805>. ]  [7:  	Prince, Simon Peter. ‘5 October 1968 and the Beginning of the Troubles: Flashpoints, Riots and Memory,’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012),394–410 (p.397) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636805>.]  [8:  	Prince, Simon Peter. ‘5 October 1968 and the Beginning of the Troubles: Flashpoints, Riots and Memory,’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012),394–410 (p.398) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636805>.
Prince, Simon Peter. ‘5 October 1968 and the Beginning of the Troubles: Flashpoints, Riots and Memory,’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012),394–410 (p.405)<https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636805>.]  [9:  	Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.102.
]  [10:  	Hennessey, Thomas, A History of Northern Ireland 1920-1996. (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 1997), p.150. ]  [11:  	Hennessey, Thomas, A History of Northern Ireland 1920-1996. (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 1997), p. 151-152. ]  [12:  	Hennessey, Thomas, A History of Northern Ireland 1920-1996. (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 1997), p. 152. ]  [13:  	Hennessey, Thomas, A History of Northern Ireland 1920-1996. (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 1997), p. 156. ]  [14:  	Hennessey, Thomas, A History of Northern Ireland 1920-1996. (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 1997), p. 164. ]  [15:  	Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.106. ]  [16:  	Hennessey, Thomas, A History of Northern Ireland 1920-1996. (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 1997), p. 168. ]  [17:  	Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.106-107. ] 

Operation Banner saw British army troops deployed to the streets of Northern Ireland to swiftly suppress violence. On the 14th of August 1969 British troops were deployed to Northern Ireland to support the Royal Ulster Constabulary. This was at the request of the Northern Ireland prime minister, Terence O’Neill.[footnoteRef:18] Wilson hoped by sending in troops the Royal Ulster Constabulary would be increased and supported with a quick withdrawal. It would allow time for a political strategy to be agreed upon.[footnoteRef:19] There was fear of British confrontation between the armed forces and the security services that was experienced in 1914. As such Wilson disarmed and limited troops to defence of police stations, guarding key points.[footnoteRef:20] The Troops were firstly accepted by the Catholic minority, until heightened tensions arose causing resentment by the public for British intervention. The situation escalated on 1 April 1970 with the Ballymurphy riots.[footnoteRef:21] Labour’s response to the Londonderry riots and the riots of 1969 had been tentative and the deployment of troops was a final resort to support Stormont. Wilson wanted to avoid taking responsibility and wanted to quickly decrease tensions. However, with on the ground troops, this led to ill-feeling among the public causing further rioting and attacks on soldiers. This further involved Westminster in the Troubles especially with the introduction of internment.  [18:  	Sanders, Andrew. “Principles of Minimum Force and the Parachute Regiment in Northern Ireland, 1969–1972.” Journal of Strategic Studie, 41. 5 (2018), 659–683(p.659-660)<https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2016.1176917>.]  [19:  	Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.114. ]  [20:  	Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.110-111. ]  [21:  	Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.113-114.
McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.412) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.] 

The Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA) escalated violence in 1970 towards British Troops with the use of bombing campaigns. The IRA split during the early troubles into different groups such as Provisional IRA (PIRA) and the Official IRA on the 28th of December 1969.[footnoteRef:22] The PIRA were militarised causing bombing campaigns and further violence. It came to head in February 1971 where the PIRA murdered three soldiers and within two days 4,000 shipyard workers marched to the unionist headquarters to demand tougher policies. Stormont, with James Chichester-Clark as Ireland Prime Minister, went to Westminster to demand tougher policies to deal with the IRA.[footnoteRef:23] During this time there was the 1970 general election which saw Conservative Edward Heath become Prime Minister.[footnoteRef:24]  British policy towards Northern Ireland was still the same, as limited numbers of troops were stationed along with a new approach, the Falls Road Curfew. The curfew led to a break down of trust from the nationalist community towards British troops.[footnoteRef:25] The demands by Stormont towards Westminster in 1971 led to a further 1,300 troops being deployed however, Stormont was still demanding tough policies to be introduced. [22:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.412) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.]  [23:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.412) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.]  [24:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.413) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.]  [25:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.412) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.] 

 In 1971 Operation Demetrius was approved by the British Government whereby individuals could be imprisoned without trial if suspected of involvement with the IRA. The new Conservative Government with Heath saw talks on introducing interment but, it was the bombing of the Daily Mirror offices outside Belfast by the PIRA that caused an official introduction of interment by Stormont.[footnoteRef:26]  The new Conservative government wanted to continue to avoid stepping in but with interment, British troops were key to enforcement. The continued policy of avoidance by Westminster caused a more strained relationship with Stormont. The Conservative government understood that Direct Rule would be next if the policy of interment failed to control the conflict. Direct Rule would prove to be a significant change of policy.[footnoteRef:27] This change of policy led to further support for the PIRA due to the poor intelligence that saw innocent civilians being interned. For example, civil rights campaigners were being treated as part of the PIRA militant organisation.[footnoteRef:28] The policy was effective to an extent as most names on the lists were of PIRA and IRA fighters, it was especially effective in Derry.[footnoteRef:29] The huge number of arrests in the beginning can be seen as a tactic to deter PIRA groups and supporters.[footnoteRef:30] However, due to the harsh policy with poor intelligence, many allegations against the army were emerging from the public. In the autumn of 1971 rumours of torture on detainees by British troops emerged causing further tension in the region.[footnoteRef:31] The early beginning of interment was seen as a one-sided bias as many civil rights campaigners and nationalists were interned compared to loyalists who were largely ignored until 1973.[footnoteRef:32]  [26:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.413) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.]  [27:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.414-415) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.]  [28:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.416-417) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.]  [29:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.418) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.]  [30:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.419) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.]  [31:  	Hazley, Barry. “The Vicissitudes of Forgetting: Military Intervention and the Memory of the Troubles in Britain.” Journal of War & Culture Studies, 14.1 (2021), 45-69 (p.60) < https://doi.org/10.1080/17526272.2021.1873550>.  ]  [32:  	McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.425) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.
McCleery, Martin J. ‘Debunking the Myths of Operation Demetrius: The Introduction of Internment in Northern Ireland in 1971.’ Irish Political Studies 27.3 (2012), 411–30 (p.418) <https://doi.org/10.1080/07907184.2011.636804>.] 

There was further deteriorating relations between British troops and the people of Northern Ireland with the events of Bloody Sunday. During a civil rights march in Derry on the 30th January 1972 saw thirteen people killed by British paratroopers. This caused mistrust of the British Government, and its policy of neutrality and moral authority were questioned. Especially, with the increasing violence and the breaking of protocol of restraint with the riots in Derry city centre.[footnoteRef:33] The British Government saw this as a miscalculation and caused troops activity to be reduced due to the result of civilians being killed.[footnoteRef:34] This was seen as a more tough and harsher approach by the Conservative government by the Northern Irish people.[footnoteRef:35] The result of Bloody Sunday saw the official introduction of Direct Rule by the Conservative Government in March 1972. Heath hoped by having Direct Rule it would decrease the violence and tensions. The British Government was now directly involved with the conflict and realised its current policy was increasing the violence rather than decreasing it. The failure of internment and Bloody Sunday caused an increase of IRA support and conflict.[footnoteRef:36] During the year of Direct Rule, Huw Bennett defines it as, ‘the most violent year in the history of the Troubles.’[footnoteRef:37] For example, since Direct Rule and the result of the Bloody Sunday, the IRA increased its bombing campaign.[footnoteRef:38] The IRA began to expand their recruitment but, Operation Motorman affected the IRA operations.[footnoteRef:39] Operation Motorman was the result of the Direct Rule policy and would see the beginning of political talks and solution rather than engaging in the conflict. The Operation Motorman was agreed upon by the cabinet on the 27 July, its operation saw three phases, to fix the public perception of the British army, gather intelligence and to arrest and limit the IRA violence by not overreacting.[footnoteRef:40] By using this operation the British government would be able to strategize a political solution to the Troubles such as entering talks with the Republican Leaders.[footnoteRef:41] This operation would see a decrease in IRA confidence, a focus of gathering viable intelligence, protecting threatened communities and to stop militarised groups from intimidating the public.[footnoteRef:42] This policy was effective in neutralising the IRA, but not fully.[footnoteRef:43] For instance, in 1975 the IRA entered a ceasefire until 1976, due to the collapse of power-sharing executive and a feeling of victory due to Wilson considering British withdrawal.[footnoteRef:44] As such with the end of the ceasefire Westminster stopped engaging in talks with the IRA in 1977.[footnoteRef:45] This then stopped any progress in ending the violence. [33:  	Ó Dochartaigh, Niall. “Bloody Sunday: Error or Design?” Contemporary British History 24.1 (2010), 89–108 (p. 89-90) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619460903565531>.
Ó Dochartaigh, Niall. “Bloody Sunday: Error or Design?” Contemporary British History 24.1 (2010), 89–108 (p. 93) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619460903565531>.]  [34:  	Ó Dochartaigh, Niall. “Bloody Sunday: Error or Design?” Contemporary British History 24.1 (2010), 89–108 (p. 91-92) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619460903565531>.]  [35:  	Ó Dochartaigh, Niall. “Bloody Sunday: Error or Design?” Contemporary British History 24.1 (2010), 89–108 (p. 93) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619460903565531>.]  [36:  	Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 511) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.]  [37:  	Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 512) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.]  [38:  	Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 513) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.]  [39:  	Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 519) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.]  [40:  	Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 521) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.
Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 522) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.]  [41:   	Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 513) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.
Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 521) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.]  [42:  	Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 525-526) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.]  [43:  	Bennett, Huw. “From Direct Rule to Motorman: Adjusting British Military Strategy for Northern Ireland in 1972.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33.6 (2010), 511–532 (p. 525) <https://doi.org/10.1080/10576101003752648>.]  [44:   	Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.165-166.]  [45:  	 Ó Dochartaigh, Niall. “The Longest Negotiation: British Policy, IRA Strategy and the Making of the Northern Ireland Peace Settlement.” Political Studies 63. 1 (2015), 202–20, (p.206) <https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9248.12091>.] 

Direct Rule allowed for discussions for a political solution and saw the introduction of the Sunningdale agreement. The British government proposed the idea of the power-sharing executive in Northern Ireland but, with security policy continue to stay with Westminster. A Green paper was published on October 31st, 1972, where the Irish and British government discussed the political solution with the proposal of power-sharing executive, with the involvement of the Catholic minority.[footnoteRef:46] The executive came under the Sunningdale agreement which was introduced in December 1973, and it was officially introduced in January 1974.[footnoteRef:47] During this period the Labour government were back in power and continued to avoid direct approach with Northern Ireland.[footnoteRef:48] There was hope by using the Sunningdale agreement Westminster can take a step back from Northern Ireland. However, the Sunningdale agreement saw no compromise between the parties in Stormont which led to the Ulster Workers Council strike. This lasted for fourteen days and saw the eventual collapse of the Sunningdale agreement on 29 May 1974.[footnoteRef:49] While the Sunningdale agreement did collapse it did introduce Catholic voices into Stormont, which was one step closer to resolving the conflict.[footnoteRef:50] The agreement was a continuation of avoidance of the responsibility by the British government and saw an increase of resentment by Northern Ireland. Especially since this led back to Direct Rule causing Wilson to consider withdrawing troops but, there was a concern of civil war. Especially, since the Sunningdale agreement saw that the security policy was with Westminster and Wilson was hesitant to send troops to engage with rioters at this time.[footnoteRef:51] Due to this there was increasing resentment by some parties in Stormont with the continuation of British involvement.[footnoteRef:52]  [46:   	Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.135.]  [47:             Aveyard, Stuart C. ‘The “English Disease” Is to Look for a “Solution of the Irish Problem”’: British Constitutional Policy in Northern Ireland after Sunningdale 1974–1976’, Contemporary British History, 26.4 (2012), 529-549 (p.530-531) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619462.2012.676907>.]  [48:  	Aveyard, Stuart C. ‘The “English Disease” Is to Look for a “Solution of the Irish Problem”’: British Constitutional Policy in Northern Ireland after Sunningdale 1974–1976’, Contemporary British History, 26.4 (2012), 529-549 (p.534) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619462.2012.676907>.]  [49:            Aveyard, Stuart C. ‘The “English Disease” Is to Look for a “Solution of the Irish Problem”’: British Constitutional Policy in Northern Ireland after Sunningdale 1974–1976’, Contemporary British History, 26.4 (2012), 529-549 (p.532) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619462.2012.676907>.
              Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.150.
              Aveyard, Stuart C. ‘The “English Disease” Is to Look for a “Solution of the Irish Problem”’: British Constitutional Policy in Northern Ireland after Sunningdale 1974–1976’, Contemporary British History, 26.4 (2012), 529-549 (p.534) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619462.2012.676907>.]  [50:             Aveyard, Stuart C. ‘The “English Disease” Is to Look for a “Solution of the Irish Problem”’: British Constitutional Policy in Northern Ireland after Sunningdale 1974–1976’, Contemporary British History, 26.4 (2012), 529-549 (p.531-532) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619462.2012.676907>.]  [51:  	Aveyard, Stuart C. ‘The “English Disease” Is to Look for a “Solution of the Irish Problem”’: British Constitutional Policy in Northern Ireland after Sunningdale 1974–1976’, Contemporary British History, 26.4 (2012), 529-549 (p.533) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619462.2012.676907>.
           Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.152.]  [52:   	Aveyard, Stuart C. ‘The “English Disease” Is to Look for a “Solution of the Irish Problem”’: British Constitutional Policy in Northern Ireland after Sunningdale 1974–1976’, Contemporary British History, 26.4 (2012), 529-549 (p.535) <https://doi.org/10.1080/13619462.2012.676907>.] 

Due to the failure of the Sunningdale agreement the Labour government continue to appear to have no real pressure to resolve the conflict. The Labour government introduced the Constitutional Convention, after the failure of the power-sharing executive, to pressure the Northern Ireland politicians and people to discuss and agree on a settlement in 1975.[footnoteRef:53] This was concluded in 1976 and it failed as Direct Rule was established again.[footnoteRef:54] The election of Mrs Thatcher in the Conservative party, in 1975, the party began to place pressure on the labour government with its policy towards Northern Ireland. The conservative opposition and the labour government agreed on a new security measure that increased surveillance and introduced the Special Air Forces (SAS) in 1976. [footnoteRef:55] This then escalated tensions as the PIRA continued its violence against British troops into withdrawing from Northern Ireland.[footnoteRef:56] As such, British policy continued to be heavy handed in Northern Ireland to suppress the conflict as quickly as possible. However, this increased the violence and continued to have a passive political policy within Northern Ireland. [53:          Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.162.]  [54:          Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.164. ]  [55:             Dixon, Paul, Northern Ireland: The Politics of War and Peace. (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001), p.171-172.]  [56:  	Ó Dochartaigh, Niall. “The Longest Negotiation: British Policy, IRA Strategy and the Making of the Northern Ireland Peace Settlement.” Political Studies 63. 1 (2015), 202–20, (p.206) <https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9248.12091>.] 

	The Troubles in the period of 1968 to 1979 saw a passive and heavy handedness on the political situation with the growing conflict. Due to the Londonderry riots and the 1969 riots, the change of policy by the British government can be attributed as reactionary. The deployment of troops, Operation Banner, was an attempt to de-escalate the violence before it increased but, it failed, and it only increased the resentment to British intervention. This continued with the activation of the Operation Demetrius which further discredited the British government with its heavy handedness of the policy. The reaction of Bloody Sunday had resulted in the British government having to introduce Direct Rule. Due to the public perception of the British, along with escalating violence, there was an attempt to resolve public image and decrease violence with Operation Motorman. This policy was effective to an extent and was able to allow a political solution with the Sunningdale agreement. The policy did see a change for Stormont with an introduction of Catholic voices. However, the agreement failed which led to a passive attempt to resolve the increasing political tension with the Constitutional convention which ultimately failed. The British government continue to change its policy in security and its approach to the political situation. While there were attempts to help resolve in the beginning of the Troubles there was no real interest to actively address the grievances of the communities that led to the emergence of the Troubles. As a result, the Troubles would be an inherited problem for the British government for the next 30 years. 
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