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The intriguing title and unusual packaging of this novel invites the writer into an exciting adventure that tells the story of Tash and her friend Sam’s escape from religious and political persecution in Tibet. The novel’s format of deceptively simple text and short chapters makes it an ideal class reader for years 5 or 6, but children would enjoy it at an individual level also.
Written in the present tense and first person gives the story a sense of immediacy and allows the tension to build in a believable way. The characters are well drawn, believable and sympathetic; the reader cares about what happens to them. There is excitement in the danger of Tash and Sam having to accomplish a daring task and their difficulties in achieving this are described in ways that are identifiable and real- the cold, hunger, fear, loss of a loved one for example.
The novel deals with important issues such as oppression, faith, loss, bravery, friendship and would make an excellent text for use in R.E., PSE as well as History and any creative activities. I would imagine that the history of Tibet is little known and this is an ideal opportunity for some research or project work.
 Jess Butterworth has not glossed over difficult issues, such as the political objector setting himself on fire or parents being arrested, and these would make excellent discussion topics. I would love to have used this text when I was teaching Year 5 pupils.
Helen Cook, retired KS2  teacher at St Illtyd’s Primary School, Llantwit Major.
