Claire Couch 1708237

Describe how specific learning difficulties in literacy impact on learning and achievement.

What is Dyslexia?  According to “British Dyslex!a Association”
“Dyslexia is a hidden disability thought to effect 10% of the population, 4% severely.  It is most common of the Specific Learning Difficulties (SPLD’s).  Dyslexia are usually hereditary.  a student with Dyslexia may mix up letters within words and words within sentences whilst they read.  They may also have difficulty spelling words correctly while writing; although weaknesses in literacy are often the most visible sign.  Dyslexia affects the way information is processed, stored and retrieved with problems of memory, speed of processing, time perception, organisation and sequencing.  Some may also having difficulty navigating a route, left and right and compass directions.
The characteristics of someone diagnosed with Dyslexia will change over time, this can be due to many factors
· Age
· Educational environment
· Educational and family support
· The ability and wiling of the person with the diagnoses to learn thrive and develop
An article published by “Hadin- Simmons University” believe that there are different “Grade Levels” of Dyslexia, and the age of the person diagnosed has a significant role.  The study found that each stage of a child’s life there would be characteristics that the person would be displaying, all of which I believed are linked in with their difficulties they face in literacy, numeracy and everyday life skills.
Pre-School
A child at Preschool age would not be studying literacy daily in an educational setting, however they would still be using and developing their literacy skills daily.  A child diagnosed with Dyslexia would be showing these characteristics at this age.
· Delay in speech
· Difficulty with recognizing, understanding and producing rhymes
· Difficulty in remembering basic information such as letters, numbers, and sounds
· Difficulty following and remembering instructions.


Infancy
At this stage a child is learning the key skills of word recognition, reading and spelling, a child with Dyslexia would show these characterises at this stage
· Difficulties with learning sounds, using and understanding symbol correspondences
· Confusion of visually and auditorily similar letters
· Difficulties with sounding and blending sounds to from words
· Reversals of letters
· Spelling and reading errors that involve difficulties with sequencing and monitoring sounds
· Difficulty remembering spelling words
· Words “jumping out” on paper 

Junior 
Children at this stage have normally mastered and enjoy basic reading and writing skills, they would be expected to learn new information from reading and understanding facts.  As you would expect a child with Dyslexia would have great difficulty with this, which would leave them feeling very stressed, anxious, low self-esteem and lack of motivation.  Here are some characterises you would find a child of this age displaying whilst engaging in literacy skills.
· Significant difficulty in reading, spelling and may be speech delay
· Making regular sound errors
· Lack of awareness of words structure and sounds
· Difficulties in comprehension of text colour
 
Teenager
At this stage, not only will the person be expected to analyse and synthesize information in written form but will also be expected to research the work themselves, sourcing the information and providing it as evidence, this might be written or verbal.  A person diagnosed with Dyslexia will be showing these characteristics at this stage of their life.
· Continued difficulties from their youth, speech delay, word recognition, slow reading, poor spelling, lack of concentration, short term memory, poor organisation skills.
· All the above would lead to low self-esteem and lack of confidence, which would not only affect someone in their literacy skills, but everyday life, e.g. numeracy, social skills and emotional well bring. 

There is also a great emotional bearing of dealing and living with Dyslexia.  If early intervention is applied, the pupil will have clear strategies and coping mechanisms in place to deal with their Dyslexia.  Even if these measures are put in place and successful, there will still be a rollercoaster of negative emotions people dealing and living with Dyslexia will face daily.
· Panic
· Stress
· Anxiety
· Low self-esteem
· Sadness
· Anger
· Shame/embarrassment
· Confusion 
· Loneliness 
For most children, school is a happy and fun environment where they not only learn but have the opportunity for a great social life with their peers.  For children who are Dyslexic they often find school a difficult and challenging place.  Dyslexia no matter what severity will have an impact on a child’s learning and education.  The report “Identifying and Teaching Children and Young People with Dyslexia and Literacy Difficulties” by Sir Jim Rose, a review that aimed to help improve provisions for Dyslexia children stated; “Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that primarily affects the skills involved in accurate and fluent word reading and spelling.  Characteristic features of Dyslexia are difficulties in phonorgical awareness, verbal memory and verbal processing speed. Co-occurring difficulties may be seen in aspects of language, motor co-ordination, metal calculation, concentration and personal organisation”
When a child starts the basic skills in school of reading and writing their Dyslexia will become more evident.  They will take longer to read and complete written work, other tell-tale signs are writing letters and numbers back to front and inevitably having problems processing rapid language.  I believe that literacy is the key foundation of our development, we use literacy skills in all other areas of education e.g. Maths, Science, and Geography. Also, in everyday life, writing a shopping list, birthday card and party invitation, also reading these correspondences. Even following instructions e.g., a bus time table, cooking recipe, an exercise in a text book.  As I’ve demonstrated, literacy skills are not only vital in education, but all walks of life.
Literacy skills are so important for us to master and keep developing over the years, you can see how being diagnosed and living with Dyslexia daily would have a profound impact on their learning and educational life.  Therefore, I believe early intervention must be put into practice as soon as the signs of Dyslexia appear.  
Being diagnosed and living with Dyslexia can and will affect you in everyday life, the simplest tasks that we take for granted e.g. reading text in a book would be far more changeling for someone who is diagnosed with Dyslexia.  
Below is an example of how someone with Dyslexia may view text in a book.[image: ] 
[image: ] 
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Tinted over lays can be a great aid for someone diagnosed with Dyslexia. 
Some will experience what is known as visual stress according to the “British Dyslex!a Association”.  It has been proven that visual stress can significantly affect reading ability, making reading very tiring.
· Blurred lines
· Letters may appear back to front and upside down
· Difficulty reading across the page
· Letters or words which break into two and appear double
· The glare on the page or oversensitive to bright lights would upset and distress
We have seen an example of visual stress and how using an over lay would benefit a person diagnosed with Dyslexia.  Not only will the person have difficulty with the text but also the backgrounds also affect clarity e.g. a white board, white/cream paper.  The benefits of reading colour over lays are
· They relax not only your eyes but your head, neck and shoulders, this will enable the reader to become more relaxed.
· Due to this the reader could continue reading for longer periods of time
· Improve comprehension, so you can see what your reading more clearly and easier
· They are very adaptable, you can cut them to fit text book, lap tops and tablets. 
It is also important not to draw attention to the persons difficulties.  Some may not like these aids because it makes them different and their difficulty more apparent.  I believe we can support the learner without drawing attention or singling them out from their peers.
Do not ask the person to read out loud
This will only highlight their difficulty and impact on the persons confidence.

Do not ask them to copy from a white board and text book
We can see the difficulties people living and dealing with Dyslexia face, something as simple as reading and copying written text can be most challenging. Something as simple as offer the whole class a print out of work will prevent singling one child out, they can work at their own pace.

Do not rush them
Give plenty of time to finish their work.  Rushing them will only lead to their stress and anxiety.

Talk about their work
They may find it easier to follow and understand work if it presented to them verbally rather than written.




Praise
We have discussed how dyslexia leads to a mix of negative emotions, so giving someone plenty of praise will boost their self-esteem and confidence, hopefully keeping the person motivated and on task.
Whilst researching Dyslexia and how it would impact on learning, I feel we have highlighted numerous ways we can help and support the learner.  I also feel presenting work at an appropriate level is paramount.  If the work is not appropriate the help and support that is available would not be able to be put into practice.  First impressions count, if the work is too hard the leaner may feel he/she has failed before they have even begun.  Taking this into account I believe we can help and support a person diagnosed with Dyslexia, we can see the huge impact having a learning difficulty can have on a person, the slightness way we can make the learner feel at ease, confidant and calm, the sooner learning can progress and develop.

References   
www.BritishDyslex!aassociation.co.uk  accessed on 19/1/18
www.Hard-Simmonsuniversity.co.uk  accessed on 19/1/18
www.dn-ed.com/info/dyslexiahelp  accessed on 19/1/18
www.activebeat.co/dyselxia/Healt accessed on 20/1/18
[bookmark: _GoBack]
images obtained from Goggle   accessed 20/1/18




image2.jpg
teapot Tapqof
Tabpof }sapol
lLeOc]o,L Teoqu
taobot 4eapot
topdoT teadot




image1.png
iy A1, v do Ao DS
oy el AU b
QUGB utgbuda st dojona M sliqua,
Ut eoif Ad foifitn vaniasg, yuig Aogtsud
wAitatiob wlstion RRGAR b of afiavisy
¥ 63 GO0 COARYUAE, Vi Ao e
doloe i nwhmm:“m S0JuDLATS Yolit





