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Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross-curricular approach.

This essay will look at using a traditional tale as a stimulus. For the stimulus of this essay the traditional tale that has been selected is Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carol. Using the tale as a stimulus consider how the Six Areas of Learning and Experience and the Four Purposes by Graham Donaldson can be integrated into a cross-curricular approach towards a child’s education. This essay will also display different subjects and how the Six Areas of Learning and Experience and the four purposes can be included within those subjects and how they can be taught to the children with refences to the National Curriculum for Wales.

Incorporating “Expressive Arts” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) in to the traditional tale of Alice's Adventures in Wonderland is easy as there are any creative ways to teach the story and ways to let children be “enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work.” (Donaldson, 2015: 29) The subject of art in Key Stage 2. Art in the national curriculum looks at improving a child's imagination, but also looks at improving their understanding of art and the history of art. There are different skills and a range that can improve a child's understanding of art within the national curriculum. During an art lesson the children can be taught about the art used within the book and who created the art and with this the children can draw their own picture in the style and methods of the artist and the can also design characters in their own styles in order to for them to be creative imaginative individuals. Furthermore, through a cross-curricular approach the children will be learning about the history of the artist by using the style and methods that the artist used, and the equipment used when the art was designed for the book. By incorporating history into an art lesson through a cross curricular approach, “Humanities” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) from the six areas of learning and experiences is also being integrated along with this is one of the four purposes by Graham Donaldson which teaches children to be “ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world.” (Donaldson, 2015: 29) The use of Expressive Arts and Humanities from the Six Areas of Learning and Experiences teach the children about the human races from history, teaching them that humans that lived a long time ago may have done things differently to the way we do things today but collectively we are all the same, this can be taken from the area Humanities. Expressive Arts allows children to be themselves and to embrace their imagination in order to create something they are proud to show.

Children can also be taught English using Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. This will incorporate the “Literacy and Communication” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) area from the Six Areas of Learning and Experiences this subject can also incorporate one of the four purposes which allows children to be “enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work.” (Donaldson, 2015: 29) Within the national curriculum English is taught as “oracy, reading and writing.” (Welsh Government, 2015) Each of these stages should enable a child to improve on their literacy and communication. Throughout an English lesson the children can write their own similar story to Alice's adventures in Wonderland, in the style of Lewis Carol. They can also write their own Wonderland story using their imaginative and literacy skills by creating their own characters and story line. Also, through a cross-curricular approach the children could design their own postcards using the skills they learnt in art and then using their skills in English to write the postcard to one of the characters in the story using past, present and future tenses. This incorporates “Expressive Arts” (Donaldson, 2015: 39), one of the six areas of learning and experiences and one of the four purposes which allows children to be enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work. The use of Literacy and Communication and Expressive Arts from the Six Areas of Learning and Experiences allows children to be creative and allows the free range of their imagination, not only with their art but their writing as well, they can use their imagination through art in order to design and they can use their imagination in order to create a story of their own.

A history lesson could be taught using the Alice's Adventures in Wonderland book. This will incorporate “Humanities” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) from the six areas of learning and experiences and allowing them to be “ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives.” (Donaldson, 2015: 29) Within the National Curriculum history is taught using skills and range, and included within those are “chronological awareness, historical knowledge and understanding, interpretations of history, historical enquiry and organisation and communication.” (Welsh Government, 2015) Using the era that the book was written in the children can learn about Alice's real life including the different foods they ate, clothes they wore, houses they lived in, how they travelled, music they listened to and played, religious beliefs and the schools. Also, using a cross-curricular approach, R.E and music can also be taught, by learning about the religious beliefs of the people from that era and learning about the music from that time and the children can learn to play in a similar way using the instrument provided in the school. This integrates two of the six areas of learning and experience Humanities and “Expressive arts” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) and one of the four purposes enabling the children to be ethical informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world. The use of Humanities within this teaches children about the differences in religions from around the world including their own religion. Expressive arts is used to further the children’s creativity and imagination.

Furthermore, with the tale of Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, time plays an important role with the character of the White Rabbit. A maths lesson could be taught to the children which will incorporating “Mathematics and Numeracy” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) from the Six Areas of Learning and Experiences along with one of the four purposes which aims at making children "Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives." (Donaldson, 2015: 29) The national curriculum states that maths involving time should include being able to "time events in minutes and seconds to the nearest tenth of a second." (Welsh Government, 2015) A maths lesson revolving around time includes the children being able to tell the time on all types of clocks and being able to estimate the time it takes to complete daily activities, so the children can time how long it takes for them to complete their class worksheets or how long breaktime lasts for. Revolving around the theme of time, a Design Technology lesson can be taught in relation to the maths lesson. During the lesson the children can make their own functioning clock that they can design and put together themselves with the help of the teacher and then they can test them, decorate them which incorporates the subject Art and then the children will be able to bring them home to use. This is also connected to a science lesson as the children will be learning about the electricals in a clock and how all the pieces in the clock connect in order to work as part of a circuit. The use of “Mathematics and Numeracy and Science and technology” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) gives the children a wider knowledge which will help them make more advances during the lives in education. Learning how to tell the time on all clocks and timing everyday activities will allow them to plan and organise their day with accordance with their extra-curricular activities. Also, as the children learn about circuit’s they also learn about the safely of using electrical items and tools.

Design Technology involving food can also be taught using Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. This type of lesson involved “Health and Well-being” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) from the Six Areas of Learning and Experience and promotes “healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lived as valued members of society” (Donaldson, 2015: 29), this is taken from Graham Donaldson's Four Purposes. Food technology can be classed as design technology, which the National Curriculum states that children should be able to design and make as part of the design technology curriculum. During a lesson the children can prepare healthy unusual combinations of snacks, using fruits and vegetables. They can then present their food designs during their own Alice's Adventures in Wonderland tea party. Also, during this lesson they children will learn about using kitchen utensils safely and responsibly. Looking at this lesson from a cross-curricular aspect an Art lesson could be included within this as the children could design posters to advertise their tea party or invitations to invite their friends to come try their food. This involves “Expressive Arts” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) this is one of the Six Areas of Learning and Experience and also contributes to the children being “enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work” (Donaldson, 2015: 29), this is one of the four purposes by Donaldson. A science lesson could also contribute into this as they children can learn about the benefits that the fruits and vegetables have on their bodies and what happens to your body when you eat fruit and vegetables every day. The area of “Science and Technology” (Donaldson, 2015: 39) is explored during this lesson, education in science helps children to become "ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world.” (Donaldson, 2015: 29) The uses of Health and Well-being and Expressive arts allows children to be creative with food, they learn that their imaginations can be used for just about anything as they make and prepare their own unusual food creations. They can also design their own poster or invitations this teaches them that some forms of creativity have restrictions within them.

In conclusion the Six Areas of Learning and Experience and the Four Purposes have integrated well within the chosen stimulus, the tradition tale Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. The subjects chosen to further the children’s teaching have all been relevant to the tale and have all included a cross-curricular aspect to them and each individually contained one or more of the Six Areas of Learning and Experience and one of the four purposes.
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