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Understanding consent and battery in the Uk. 
In this essay it will assess and give a clear understanding of the importance of consent within all aspects and the outcomes of committing a crime against this rule and regulations. It will also define battery within the United Kingdom and give examples of when it was applied while showing it in different countries. Providing information to back up any evidence shown and give an overall debate of consent and battery within the United Kingdom. A real-life scenario of consent and battery within the Uk is a situation associated with medical health. There have been a limited number of successful battery cases against medical professionals who have violated a patient’s autonomous decision-making. A dentist purposefully performed excessive and needless medical treatment in Appleton v. Garrett 23 to benefit financially from it. It appears likely that this was what convinced the court of his culpability in violence, given that he was blatantly guilty of intentional and false misconduct. (law teacher, 2021)
Consent is especially important during situations like sexual activity and medical procedures. Consent is the decision making of an individual agreeing or rejecting a proposal. ‘Instrumental technicity harms’ which was created by (Woods, 2021) was technologies that are used when deliberate harm is caused such as an act of sexual harassment, taking advantage or abuse. This is a voluntary consent type as both adults must consent in this situation and engage, if not charges can be pressed if no consent is clear and could put risks of sexual offences act 2003. Whereas Medical procedures require informed consent of patients, this means they will make patients aware of the benefits, risk, and even other viable options available. Professionals such as doctors and nurses will need patients to give consent willingly without any demands or forcemeats. Communication, trust, and honesty are secured when consent is a priority within any situation. However, if individuals are unable to give consent due to disability or age, family members will be able to give consent on their behalf providing proof of legal authority. There are 6 most important legal elements of consent. The two main components of consent are voluntariness and informed. Voluntariness is consent following no pressure, intimidation, or blackmail. Informed consent means information should be clear and understanding before deciding. One legal justification for processing is consent, and the use of special category data may also be justified with express consent. When a person exercises their right to restriction, consent may also be relevant. In addition, explicit permission may permit automated decision-making and data transfers to other countries. (ICO, 2024)
[bookmark: _Int_RvNJ6Cg0]‘Battery is a general intent, rather than a specific intent.’ (Rafii, 2023) Battery in a legal context, is illegal bodily contact if you interact with another individual without verbal consent. The aim and intention of engaging physical interaction harmfully with another person ensuring it was not an accident. There are 3 different elements of legal battery which are contact, harm and damage. Contact is the action of committing a crime against another person physically. This could be in numerous ways such as hitting or spitting. Harm can include domestic abuse, mental or emotional distress. Damage is the overall outcome of this crime which could cause damage or injuries to a person or property. Battery within the Uk is governed by common laws. Common assault which is a key principle refers to the act of causing harm to another citizen. Criminal offense helps offenders be charged with assault or battery depending on the situation of bodily harm. Intent and consent are key principles; it must be proven that the defendant intentionally and unlawfully applies force to another person without having consent. Penalties are used and can change depending on how serious the offense committed is. 
The role of consent in battery is vital as it has power to decide if the action of bodily harm was unlawful or accounted for. Free and informed consent is how it should be given. The difference between consent activities and battery is that if any type of consent fails to be given doctors will refuse to give any medical treatment to a patient. Involving voluntary or informed acceptance to participates in any sort of activities, which requires any form of contact physically. Battery is non-consensual contact which can be a criminal offence or a civil wrong. Overall, battery is required with the intention to cause bodily harm physically with irresponsible and careless intentions. 
Some examples of cases which doctors has been sued for battery is the Devi v West Midlands RHA (1980) which in this case a woman was experience a life-or-death situation of hysterectomy which she did not give consent. However, the surgeon was found liable for battery as he continued with the procedure with lack of consent. Chatterton v Gerson was another case study which happened. An individual suffered severe pain due to the last surgical scar. To get advice from a pain specialist to help advice and treat. He advised her and informed her of the risks that may occur to which she agreed and gave full consent. The doctor forgot to mention the risk of a slight sensation of numbness or weakness. This gave the claimant the opportunity to try and sue the doctor for battery. The court sided with the doctor as they believed he fulfilled his duty of care, and the claimant gave consent. 
Consent requires clear and understanding communication, this is important as confusion could occur as it could give the wrong impression which could lead to consequences. Alcohol and drugs could impact consent as unaware of their surroundings or actions due to intoxication. You can identify consent without a verbal response; however, it is easier and more efficient to get verbal conformation to be safe as body language could cause confusion. Applying pressure and manipulation can differ the outcome of someone's conformation of consent; this can also determine a serious reaction. Controversial cases and legal precedents are decisions and rules of laws which arise a debate of agreement or disagreement within a large community or society. Controversial cases can impact topics such as civil rights, criminal justice, or privacy. Pretendants set these in place as examples for legal decision making within the future. Examples of controversial cases and legal precedents would be the Roe v wade abortion rights in America. In June 2022, the supreme court in the United States rejected their role of protecting and defending of the fundamental rights. This encouraged the public within America to use their freedom and rights of speech and expression to show their opinions of this horrendous situation and decision which was carried out, this left people protecting around the world making it a global issue as many citizens within other countries disagreed due to woman rights being taken away. Another controversial legal case which took place was the Citizens United v FEC on campaign finance also R v Brown which took place within the United Kingdom which is the rule of law that ‘everyone has the right to consent to the application upon himself of physical contact and bodily harm not amounting to a wound. This case happened as five appellants were charged with numerous occasions of ABH and wounding such as consensual homosexual activities under the offences against another person within the person act in 1861. Controversial cases and legal precedents can give rise to dilemmas socially as it challenges the benefits and advantages of the principles. One potential concern would be the interference of individual rights and societal interests. An example of this which could cause a debate would be privacy rights within the public could potentially involve observations. Balancing justice and fairness can cause conflict for instance settlements that affects minority of groups could be likely to raise concerns and questions of the fairness of equal protection within the law. The ethical dilemmas arising due to controversial cases and legal precedents have the challenging role to ensure that balancing values are implied to keep a smooth legal system.
[bookmark: _Int_96nQnSOo]Consent can have many impacts within the outcomes of legal cases of battery. Battery is the intention of using harmful or offensive integrations with another person without their agreement or consent. Couts sometimes access the deliberate and understanding of both sides when decision making the impact of the consent given within battery cases. The possible penalties and consequences for committing crimes change depending on whether laws have been obeyed. For example, if found guilty of a sexual offence act. The offender will be charged depending on the type of offence. Sexual assault is a maximum of 10 years of imprisonment and rape is a prison sentence for life. Researchers provide evidence that the majority of the public ‘argue whether this is long enough for those found guilty of such horrendous crime’ (criminal injuries, 2023).
Overall, consent and battery are monitored within the United Kingdom to ensure all citizens within this country is provided with protection and safety against these crimes. Still to this day it is debated if the punishments of this type of crime should be more serious to ensure the criminals do not get away with this sort of crime easily. 
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