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Carrier’s Responsibilities and Liabilities When Carrying Third Party Goods

INTRODUCTION
	PURPOSE:
	The purpose of this report is to investigate the diverse transportation of goods in logistics, the aim of this report is to consider the responsibilities and liabilities when logistics company and organization carry third-party goods. this report will also look to pick out the very important restraints in which logistics organization have to practice by law.
	BACKGROUND
	A study of the different ways items and goods are been carried from one place to another by logistics carriers through different transportation systems such as, land, air, sea, and  the different rules and laws that are accounted for each of the different carriers and shippers in logistics, this are rules and  laws which are needed to be upheld the by carriers and also the shippers. 
Also, a study round a most common term in transport known as “INCOTERMS” known as “international commercial terms which are a series of pre-defined commercial terms published by the international chamber of commerce which relates to international commercial law”.
In logistics and supply chain management, the movement of goods from point A starting point  to point B final destination is done by the arrangement and agreement done between the shipper and the carrier, however for each item and product to be in safe hands and get to the required destination there are responsibilities which are meant to be understood and practised by both parties the receiver and the sender and also the carrier ( the company and the other body who are assigned to move the goods), this responsibilities have to be met, otherwise shipper, or carrier in this transaction could report an issue which he could be backed by law which would also require both parties to take action. Which brings about the importance of legislation in the movement of goods, legislation plays a big part in this as it holds all the parties, and each must abide by the laws and the contract made.
Consumer rights and legislation are created for the sender and the carrier in the transaction, this law made so as to cover any damages and also help In assisting the recovery of damage done by the carriers and also there are laws which are mad for carriers as it covers them like an insurance for both them and the items in which is being transported.
Generally, carrier responsibilities and liabilities are always governed by international conventions, this is the people who put in place the correct instructions and write the contract for both the shipper and carrier and their responsibilities, liabilities and their risks. International conventions such as:
· HAMBURG RULES OF 1978
· HAGUE-VISBY RULES OF 1924
· ROTTERDAM RULES OF 2009
LawTeacher. November 2013. The International Conventions On Carriage Of Goods International Law Essay. [online]. Available from: https://www.lawteacher.net/free-law-essays/international-law/the-international-conventions-on-carriage-of-goods-international-law-essay.php?vref=1 [Accessed 11 November 2018].
This rules which are given out by international conventions apply contractually to every country that is a signatory to them. Also, these also apply to every contract for international carry of goods wither by road, sea, and air.

Some of the law is as follows:
· The Consumer Protection Act 1987
· This act applies to the public as it covers the prohibiting of the manufacturers and suppliers of unsafe goods which applies to the carriers.
· The Trade Description Act 1968
· Also, the third party also is covered by rule of law with an act which covers all third parties; The Right of Third-Party Act 1999.
· Carriage of goods by sea act 1971
In recent times for goods and items to be transported there usually is a contract which is made between the carrier and the shipper. This contact is to give evidence to any authorized person as to inform on what is been transported and includes the insurance of items and also required information for carriers.
CARRIER RESPONSIBILITIES
Due to recent management and surveys there has been an increase in the number of carrier responsibilities, this is due to the fact that items and goods are been transported almost every day and this is done through different routes of good transport, therefore this calls for more specifics responsibilities which must be abided by the third-party carrier of goods. 
Listed below are the responsibilities and duties which are common to the carrier of goods.
· Acceptance of goods- it is important that good is accepted by the carrier, goods of any sort. Goods from anyone who would want to employ the carrier must be accepted.
· Common Route of Transport- the carrier of the goods is required to carry well on a general route. Carriers should avoid shortcut routes.
· In Time delivery – it is very important that carriers should deliver the goods within the expected, expressed time in the contract.
· Safety of goods transported – is it the duty of the carrier that the goods are in good condition and are in safety. In case of loss and damage, the carrier would be called responsible.
· An appropriate place(Address)- the carrier is expected to deliver goods at the destination mention on the contract. However, it some cases if the item cannot be attended too, he should leave a note of attention to let the receiver aware of the address where the item might be left.
· Deliver to the appropriate person -it is also the duty of the carrier that goods and items are delivered to the appropriate person or receiver. Otherwise, the carriers would be held responsible. However, in some circumstance’s items might not be given to the right person and might end up with a relative, it is also best to leave a notification for the right person just to inform them that the item has been received in place of them.
· The shipper has the duty to inform, to give proper instructions and to package the goods properly, otherwise will not be responsible.
· When goods are been transferred by sea there are also some responsibilities which are entitled to the carrier of goods. 
THE CARRIERS LIABILITIES
A good carrier is liable for his goods and items and is also subjected to pay for the loss of goods. Even as the carrier has a lot of responsibilities as also the person who sends the goods, there are also some liabilities which affect them as well. Listed below are liabilities which affect the carrier and sender of goods.
· Liability In case of wrong goods delivery: items and goods must be delivered to the right person and right address if delivery is not made to the right location the carrier is liable to loss.
· Liability in case of Negligence: due to the negligence of the career if any passenger is injured in some cases the carrier will be subjected.
· Limitation period on invoices – the shipper for the goods shall not be held liable for invoices which are not submitted with the first 90 days of service.
· The carrier should bear the risk of the loss for goods while in transit. Therefore the carrier must arrange the appropriate insurance for whatever goods in transit.
· The shipper and the carrier would acknowledge and come to an agreement that the risks and loss of goods and items during transit shall be borne by the carrier once the carrier and the goods have departed the shipper dock.
· Carrier driver should take note and bring to the attention of the appropriate loading dock personal or head at that location of any faults found prior to leaving the dock where the goods where received.
· In advance of delivery of goods to the final destination, if any damages occur to goods before then the carrier drive should give a note stating such damage on the bill of lading.
· 

IDENTIFY THE CARRIER DEFENCE (IMMUNITIES).
Carrier defences are the immunities which help also protects the third party and the carrier of goods from some of the liabilities which may be applied to them, some of the immunities are as follows.
· Neither the ship nor the carrier of the goods is liable 
· Neither the carrier nor the ship shall be held responsible for loss and damage of goods due to natural causes such as an act of God, act of public enemies, wastage in bulk of good and also quarantine restriction. (Law league and williams, n.d.)
· The shipper shall not be held responsible for the loss sustained by the carrier which may result from any cause without the act of the shipper.
· Inflammable and explosive goods which are dangerous to nature of the ship(transport type) are linked to the shipper as they are held liable for all damages and expenses directly or indirectly which may come from the cause of this goods. (Law league and williams, n.d.)
· Neither the carrier nor the shipper shall be responsible for the loss of goods in nature of value which isn’t stated in the bill of loading.
· In some cases, there could be a chance for claims for loss and damage of goods and items.
· And finally, carrier’s liability under this agreement shall be limited to the entered amount. And in no occasion will the carrier be held liable for special, incidental damages regardless of its knowledge. 

There are a lot more responsibilities for the carriers compared to liabilities. This is because the carriers are the most important in the transaction and the movement of goods. They have to carry all the burden on the movement of goods as if any issues are found It all falls back to the carriers.
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, companies tend to have more responsibilities than liabilities because liabilities tend to risk the company transport system, and this could be a fault to the carrier. Companies do not like to have faults.
It could be said that carriers have a lot of responsibilities for carrying of goods and items, Generally, the responsibilities, liabilities and risks due to the carriage of goods are created to improve the quality of services provided by carriers. This also is to help ensure that for carriers are accountable for their responsibilities. responsibilities also protect and limit the carrier from having liabilities. finally, carrier companies try to make known that with known responsibilities that risks are meant to be of less impact.
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