
Provide a report discussing what you believe to be the significant contemporary concerns associated with religious identity(-ies) and religious practices impacting on Muslim communities in England and Wales. Highlight specific examples drawn from your own reading and research, including how Muslim organisations and individuals have responded to the pressures and demands facing communities in the twenty-first century. Remember to reference all your sources. 
Contemporary British societies today are essentially programmed to associate Islam with terrorist attacks such as the Manchester arena attack, the New York 9/11 twin towers attack or the shattered Buddhist statues in Afghanistan. I feel that the British media is very biased and unfair when portraying Muslims and has often convinced millions of Muslims that they are the new enemy in society because of the reinforcement of negative Muslim stereotypes. Also, the language used to describe Muslims in the media often connotes violence, thereby inferring that the movements the individuals represent are violent too. On the other hand, if the media were to portray the Islamic agenda in a more positive light I feel there would not be need for Muslims to fear their religious identity. However, that is not the case and British Muslims today are often stereotyped as “barbaric, ignorant, blinkered semi-citizens, as maddened terrorists or intolerant religious zealots.” [footnoteRef:1] As a result, these long-standing Muslim stereotypes continue to have resonance in a negative context in the media, which often results in British Muslim men and women daily struggling to find acceptance in their own country, which means they are essentially neglected and deprived of their religious freedom. Also, these negative stereotypes are often the catalyst for anti-Muslim prejudice. “Tell Mama” a national project which measures and controls anti Muslim hate crimes in Britain recorded a total of 1,223 reports of street-based (offline) and online anti-Muslim incidents during 2016.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Abbas, Tahir (Ed.). Muslim Britain: Communities Under Pressure. London & New York: Zed Books, 2005. Page 11]  [2:  TELL MAMA. (2018). ‘A Constructed Threat: Identity, Intolerance and the Impact of Anti-Muslim Hatred, Tell MAMA Annual Report 2016- page 8’ [online] Available at: https://tellmamauk.org/constructed-threat-identity-intolerance-impact-anti-muslim-hatred-tell-mama-annual-report-2016/ [Accessed 01 May. 2018].] 

Another major concerns with Muslim identity in contemporary Britain is to do with the way that Muslims are almost always depicted offensively in movies, television shows and even in video games. Whether it is the Libyan terrorist who shot down the Doc in back to the future or a cut scene in Call of Duty. Whatever the media platform, Muslims are mostly shown to be violent, uncivilised and unpredictable by western media. For example, the daily express headline ‘Muslims tell British; Go to hell’ [footnoteRef:3]highlights the reinforcement of negative stereotyping in the media. These endless negative portrayals range from silent movies and cartoons to modern day blockbusters. Even Walt Disney’s Aladdin contains stereotypical Arab personalities so young people are now programmed to believe that all men with grown beards who wear traditional Arab clothing are aggressive and short tempered. On the other hand, the BBC have filmed many light-hearted documentaries and short clips which help us gain insight into the life of a Muslim that have counteracted the negative stereotypes often portrayed in the media. For example, their short clip about Muslim women addressing the controversy and discriminative encounters they face wearing the religious burqa.  [footnoteRef:4]Also, this helps British citizens understand Islamic beliefs and practices without a clouded negative stereotyping judgement.  [3:  Daily express. (2018). ‘Muslims tell British; Go to hell’. [online] Available at: https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/209432/Muslims-tell-British-Go-to-hell [Accessed 01 May. 2018].
]  [4:  BBC. (2018). ‘Things not to say to someone who wears a burqa.’ . [online] Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/clip/3e533c4f-7f35-49a0-a9a0-6e5c92ecfe1d [Accessed 01 May. 2018].


] 

Thus, this anti-Muslim prejudice undoubtedly affects a Muslim’s religious identity and practices. Consequently, Muslims across Britain often fear for their safety when leaving the house especially those who are visibly identifiable. This is indicated by the Tell MAMA report which showed more than half of Islamophobic attacks in Britain are committed against women, targeted because they are wearing clothing associated with Islam. [footnoteRef:5]The fear of Islam or Muslims is described as ‘Islamophobia’ which has been a well-established phenomenon throughout history to portray Islam and Muslims in the worst possible light. [footnoteRef:6] However Muslim organisations such as ‘Tell Mama’, ‘Mend’ and ‘Muslim youth helpline’ are catered towards monitoring and creating awareness of Islamophobic hate crimes which has impacted the level of hate crime to decrease. Furthermore, these charities as well as creating awareness also encourages support amongst the Muslim communities through the everyday challenges and hardship of being a Muslim in Britain. “To maintain a spiritual life, carry out the ritual obligations (prayer, zakat and fasting), and keep to an ethical way of life is a daily test.” [footnoteRef:7] Muslim communities in Britain are known for isolating and cutting themselves off from the rest of society. Where people live within their own circle have they are said to often at times feel safer in their isolation.  [5:  The guardian news. (2018). ‘Why are so many people obsessed with Muslim women's wardrobes?’ [online] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/theobserver/she-said/2014/jul/26/why-are-so-many-people-obsessed-with-muslim-womens-wardrobes [Accessed 01 May. 2018].]  [6:  Abbas, Tahir (Ed.). Muslim Britain: Communities Under Pressure. London & New York: Zed Books, 2005. Page 11-12.]  [7:  Ramadan. Tariq. Western Muslims and the future of Islam. (Oxford University press, 2004). page 217.] 

Throughout Britain in the 21st century, there have been countless attacks on British mosques which undoubtedly provokes much fear among Muslim communities in Britain regarding their religious practices. Most of these attacks on mosques are recorded to have taken place during the aftermath of terrorist attacks. A total of 52 attacks on mosques were reported to Tell Mama, and 34 of these attacks took place during the aftermath of Lee Rigby murder. [footnoteRef:8] Furthermore, these stereotypes resurfaced following terrorist attacks such as the Manchester arena attack in Britain when countless Muslims were the target of a severe hate crime because they were the subject of the stereotype that has been reinforced in the media. One prevalent example includes Naveed Yasin, a Manchester trauma surgeon racially abused on his way to work.[footnoteRef:9] Consequently, due to such negative impact Muslims across Manchester controversially made a stance by reinforcing that they do not condone terrorist behaviour, to try and change the ideological view on Muslims in Britain by marching through Manchester praying and laying flowers outside the Manchester arena for those killed in the attack[footnoteRef:10]. Also, such factors that have impacted Muslim communities throughout Britain have motivated response to these pressures and demands by sticking together and offering support in numbers as well as a conscious effort to prove their kindness with the hope of changing stereotypes.[footnoteRef:11]  [8:  TELL MAMA. (2018). ‘A Constructed Threat: Identity, Intolerance and the Impact of Anti-Muslim Hatred, Tell MAMA Annual Report 2016’ [online] Available at: https://tellmamauk.org/constructed-threat-identity-intolerance-impact-anti-muslim-hatred-tell-mama-annual-report-2016/ [Accessed 01 May. 2018].]  [9:  The guardian news. (2018). ‘Manchester trauma surgeon racially abused on his way to work’. [online] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/may/28/manchester-trauma-surgeon-racially-abused-on-his-way-to-work [Accessed 01 May. 2018].]  [10:  Manchester evening news. (2018). ‘Watch: Hundreds of Muslim children and their families marched to the Manchester Arena.’ [online] Available at: https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/muslims-march-to-manchester-arena-13100687 [Accessed 01 May. 2018].]  [11:  Lewis, P., Young, British and Muslim (London: Continuum, 2007). Page 56.] 

The absence of support networks for young people within the Muslim communities, and an anxious feeling that mainstream provision is unaware of their conflicts rooted in multiple identities, leaves many young Muslims feeling  isolated whereby “for many Muslims, the feeling of never quite belonging and having to meet conflicting social expectations, creates despair during the formative years of adulthood”[footnoteRef:12] Just because of Islamic naming many British Muslim are often victimised of Muslim stereotyping. "People sometimes don't see past the name," says one of the pupils at Tauheedul Islam Girls' High School. [footnoteRef:13] It could be argued that stereotypes aren’t always bad, and generalizations may help us know what to expect when we meet someone or go somewhere new. However, when exaggerated negative images of a person override the positive images it can be damaging.  Consequently, a lot has been done in recent years to try and counteract Islamophobic behaviour by raising awareness especially in school life. For example, Cathays high school in Cardiff have implemented awareness for Islamophobia due to the vast impact Islamophobic behaviour has had on Muslim communities, whereby people with an obvious religious identity such as a headscarf would be made to feel alienated. As one boy quoted "On the bus people wouldn't want to sit next to them because they're wearing headscarves," [footnoteRef:14] However on the other hand not only are Muslims discriminated socially amongst peers with no sense of belonging, but they are statistically proven to be one of the most deprived groups in Britain despite their academic achievements. [footnoteRef:15]However people of Pakistani and Bangladeshi backgrounds are more likely than ever to succeed in education and go on to university, girls even more so than boys.[footnoteRef:16] However Muslims particularly of Pakistani and Bangladeshi origin are one of the most deprived groups in Britain which essentially highlights the religious discrimination they face in the workplace, which impacts their achievement.[footnoteRef:17] Discrimination may also take the form of employers who generally fail to be sensitive to the needs of Muslim employees[footnoteRef:18] such as: [12:  Lewis, P., Young, British and Muslim (London: Continuum, 2007). Page 56]  [13:  BBC News. (2018). ‘Integration? It’s about top exam grades’. [online] Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-43420043#_=_ [Accessed 01 May. 2018].
 ]  [14:  BBC News. (2018). ‘Schools urged to help tackle Islamophobia’. [online] Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-42650014# [Accessed 01 May. 2018].
]  [15:  Abbas, Tahir (Ed.). Muslim Britain: Communities Under Pressure. London & New York: Zed Books, 2005. Page 29.]  [16:  Social Mobility commission. (2018). ‘Ethnicity, Gender and Social Mobility-page 8.’ [online] Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/579988/Ethnicity_gender_and_social_mobility.pdf [Accessed 01 May. 2018].]  [17:  Abbas, Tahir (Ed.). Muslim Britain: Communities Under Pressure. London & New York: Zed Books, 2005. Page 29.]  [18:  Abbas, Tahir (Ed.). Muslim Britain: Communities Under Pressure. London & New York: Zed Books, 2005. Page 41] 

· Lack of facilities for prayer during the month of Ramadan 
· Limited holiday allowance/entitlement if Muslims want to go away for Hajj
· Limited understanding of women wearing hijab/burka  [footnoteRef:19] [19:  Abbas, Tahir (Ed.). Muslim Britain: Communities Under Pressure. London & New York: Zed Books, 2005. Page 41] 

These discriminating factors have meant that Muslims in Britain have suffered financially as they have not been given fair access to promotion in the workplace. Even though they have achieved academically they are still unable to get jobs so are still considered a deprived group overall in society. Furthermore, because of the discriminative issues concerning their religious identity and religious practices they are often deprived of in the workplace leads to much concern. 
To conclude, I feel that even though there are fundamentally important contemporary concerns associated with religious identity and religious practices impacting on Muslim communities in England and Wales. Such as Islamic dress codes whereby Muslims often fear wearing identifiable religious clothing for the fear of being the target of hate crime. Also the same goes for Muslims attending mosque as such building have been the primary target of Islamophobic hate crimes especially during the aftermath of terrorist attacks. However, I still feel that as a society we are moving in the right direction to putting an end to the reinforcement of negative stereotypes in the media. As a result of monitoring sites that create awareness as well as there being a broader positive discussion of Islam in schools and across media platform. Even though the media is the main cause for concern regarding the religious identity and practices for Muslims in Britain I also feel that the media can have an instrumental influence on counteracting such negative stereotypes by portraying the positive elements of Islam after all the main purpose of Islamic theology is centred around peace.
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