	
	
	



Evaluate examples of successful policing initiatives aimed at protecting vulnerable individuals. 

This essay will be looking at 2 different initiatives made by the government and the police aimed at identifying and protecting vulnerable individuals and will be comparing them to each other, the essay will the shift its focus and will then look at some legislation that failed or examples of where the police failed a vulnerable person Ian Tomlinson and have a look at what allowed this situation to happen. 

What is a vulnerable individual? A vulnerable individual is defined as ‘' in need of special care, support, or protection because of age, disability, risk of abuse or neglect’’ by Office for Health Improvements and Disparities (2022), this definition includes a wide variety of people, and everyone can be vulnerable. But what is vulnerability? The definition of vulnerability as defined by the College of Policing (2021) ‘’ a person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation’’. Becoming vulnerable is considered a inevitable part of life and everyone will be vulnerable at some point in their life whether it is because you have recently lost someone or if you have just recently lost your job, this would make you considered to be vulnerable.  There are some people who are automatically considered vulnerable these people include, anyone who has been a victim of a crime, anyone under the age of 18, anyone who may have any disability mentally or physically. 
How would the police recognise a vulnerable individual. The way that the police have been taught to recognise and identify vulnerable individuals is the T.H.R.I.V.E method, ‘’THRIVE stands for Threat, Harm, Risk, Investigation, Vulnerability and Engagement’’ College of Policing (2021). The THRIVE method includes 4 steps every officer must take if they believe that, that person may be vulnerable, first they must establish whether or not that person is in fact vulnerable then they must understand these vulnerabilities and understand how these vulnerabilities may create harm or the risk of harm, then the police officers will assess the likely hood of risk and finally they will take appropriate and proportionate, College of Policing (2021). 

Now lets look at some new and old legislations that are being brought to the UK, the first legislation this essay will cover is Disability, having a disability automatically makes you considered to be vulnerable under the law in the UK, because of this legislation had to be made to ensure that people with disabilities in the UK are living as comfortably as possible and that there are no to very little discrimination against people with disabilities in the UK. Recently there have been big steps taken in the UK to bring more rights to people with disabilities and one of the most impactful and recent laws which have been brought around is the Equality act 2010, this act caused some changes in the UK, but even with the Equality act of 2010 changes are still being made to this day to ensure that we are continuing to be up to date with any changes with disabilities and to try to be as understanding as we possibly can. This is shown in the current South Wales’ Police Commissioners crime plan where Emma Wools outlines the importance of protecting the vulnerable shown here as Emma Wools makes her third priority for the police ‘’ We will work to protect the most vulnerable in our communities, understanding causes and taking prompt action as issues arise’’ Emma Wools (2024). Emma then goes on to further explain on how she plans on completing and fulfilling her disire to protect the vulnerable, even more specifically Emma Wools cuts up her plan into the different categories the one that will be targeted in this part of the essay will be the section on Disabilities, Emma Wools (2024) mentions that the police are focusing on improving the partnership work between different agencies and the Police to ensure strong connections are built and to ensure that the demand is met, to also ‘’ Promote the Keep Cymru Safe card’’. More actions are being made in the UK for people with disabilities another example is the Disability Action Plan which was made this year in the UK which focuses on immediate changes which can and will be made in the UK to improve the lives for people living with a disability, Disability Unit + Equality Hub (2024), explains that 1 in 5 people in the UK are living with a disability and because of this the UK very ambitiously want to ‘’ Make the UK the most accessible place in the world for disabled people to live’’. This plan is a pilot meant to make immediate changes and to test to see what works and what doesn't while also ‘’setting the foundation for future plans’’, Disability Unit + Equality Hub (2024).  

The second main point this essay will be looking at is the legislations in the UK surrounding children as all children are considered automatically vulnerable due to their age as explained further up in this essay. Children in the UK are the most protected individuals in the UK. There are many different laws within the UK which are focused on protecting children the three main ones are, 1. Children act 1989, 2. Children act 2004, 3. Children and Social Work act 2017, NSPCC (2024). First let's look at the Children act 1989, this first act focused on protecting children from harm and to ensure the ‘’welfare and developmental needs of every child are met’’ Family Rights Group (2024). This act was the first really big step into protecting children and ensuring that they can have the best life possible even though sometimes it failed some children which is why some changes were made in the Children Act 2004. The Children Act 2004 was brought in to make some changes and revise the Children Act 1989, some of the biggest changes made was the introduction of some goals in which one of the biggest was the introduction of boundaries which helped authorities and schools to regulate official intervention as long as it was in the best interests of the child Online Learning College (2024). Finally, the most recent law introduced in the UK which amended the Children Act of 2004 is the Children and Social Worker Act 2017 Child Protection (2023). This most recent law introduced heavily focused on children in the care system and care leavers and to also promote the safeguarding and welfare of children, section 4 of the Children and Social Worker Act 2017 ‘’places a duty on local authorities to make advice and information available to parents, designated teachers in maintained schools, and academies to promote the educational achievement of looked after children’’ Local Government Association (2017).  

Comparing the Laws between protecting disabled people and children it is clear to see that both have many different laws and that even though they are different they are similar and that laws for every person considered Vulnerable are constantly being changed and amended to ensure that everyone is safe and also able to access any help that they may need and to also make sure that people who may not be classed as vulnerable themselves are educated and aware of people who are considered vulnerable so that they can act in the correct way and help in any way needed, being able to understand vulnerability is a pivotal part of the police and in any public service as it allows everyone to feel safe and protect in times of vulnerability, this is why it has been so important in the UK to get these laws right which is why so many changes have been made across the years to ensure the law is up to date much like any other law. The most recent minor change in the law was made only last year which was named Working together to safeguard children 2023, Department of Education (2023). 

Now this essay will go on to focus an example where the police failed to identify vulnerability and as a result a man sadly lost his life, it must be noted that this example is a very extreme example but it is important to show what can happen when the police fail to identify vulnerability. Ian Tomlinson was a man in London who was unfortunately caught up in a G20 riot while trying to get home after work, BBC (2013), Ian Tomlinson was considered a vulnerable person due to having liver disease and potentially some learning difficulties, The Guardian (2011). While Tomlinson was walking back home he was caught in the middle of the riot where the police were setting up a defensive position, an officer then assuming that Tomlinson was a part of the riot hit Tomlinson with a baton then pushed him to the ground, Tomlinson seemed to get back up and walk a couple of steps before collapsing where the police then immediately rushed to Tomlinson's side while trying to provide first aid while still being pressured by the protestors, unfortunately Tomlinson died due to bleeding in his stomach, the officer who had hit Tomlinson was named as PC Simon Harwood was promptly suspended from duty until the court cases had finished where the court deemed PC Harwood innocent due to the underlying health conditions of Mr Tomlinson Mr Dominic Grieve (2010), although the officer was proven innocent the public perception of the police heavily dropped as many believed it was a miscarriage of justice and a lot of people lost trust in the police. It was an unfortunate situation for all parties included and unfortunately this cost an innocent man his life but to as a result of this police officers are being taught on how to better identify a vulnerable person and to also use softer force or no force at all when dealing with a vulnerable person. 

In summary, the UK and its government are always improving and altering their laws to allow the UK to reach its goal as stated above of being the most accessible country in the world for people with disabilities, but for this to happen there is still a lot of work left for the UK as a whole to do to achieve this goal, also this goal would be very hard to achieve due to the general public's opinions on different things always meaning that the laws in the UK will also have to always be changing. Overall, the UK is currently doing a good job at keeping the law up to date for vulnerable person and keeping them protected well but there is still some work that can be done to improve as pointed out by the UN which has advised the UK to make some changes and has also warned of the consequences of continued inaction Equality and Human Rights Commision (2023). Another group which has been following the UK’s progress on the laws and rights for vulnerable people is VoiceAbility, VoiceAbility also agree that the UK still has some short comings when it comes to protecting the vulnerable Polly Lord (2023).
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