ECDE7016: Full-time students . March – April 2023

	
















































Session 6

13 March 

11.00-1.00

TEAMS
	
Assessment 1: Individual presentations

Assessment Component 1 – 20% 

Presentation: 15 minutes with 5-10 further minutes for questions

Provide a short introduction (5 mins). Select an issue in education that you wish to explore. Justify why the issue is important to you as an educational practitioner and/or the educational community, what you aim to find out and establish the gap in the literature your research will try to fill, making a case for and outlining your specific research questions. Then outline the nature of the key reading you will be discussing in the main literature review (educational debates/ideas/concepts/theoretical frameworks in the area). 

Focus on part of your final literature review (10 mins). 

Choose one (or two) sections of your literature review (e.g., a sub-section). Provide a title for the section(s) and a critical analysis of the background literature, relating this clearly to your project and your specific research question(s). You may wish to critically highlight the conceptual underpinnings of your research project; you may also wish to give attention to key definitions or debates in the literature for the section chosen. End with a brief summary and a reference list slide. (Do remember to reference (Harvard) throughout and refer to the background literature as you proceed, as well as providing a reference list at the end.)












Reviewing your individual presentation 

· How can you refine your critical literature review?

· Review examples of other literature reviews in journal articles- that relate to your keywords based on your research questions

· Use one or a maximum of two journal articles to see how other authors write a critical literature review and provide the evidence base for their subsequent research 

· How can you build on their ways of writing their literature review? 


	


Activity 4

before session 7 on 27 March

2 hours

By Wed 22 March
	
Preparation before session 7 : Review Assessment 2 for module 

Your initial plan for assessment component 2 – 80% by 22 March

Prepare your written assignment: (6,500 words)

· Plan how you will write your critical literature review that critically analyses and evaluates the available/key literature in your chosen topic area.

· Prepare an outline plan and post to module moodle page by Wed 22 March 

	
Session 7 

27 March 

10.00-4.00

Face-to-face

To inc 30 min individual tutorials
	
In the session on 27 March you will

· Identify your research question(s).

· Draft overall structure of your literature review.

· Draft your introduction of 500-1,000 words using example/s of literature review 

· Confirm questions and where you want to seek advice/ critically constructive comments from your peers and module leader

During the session:

To be able to resolve any issues involved in completing Assessment 2- your literature review.





Assessment and further reading 

Assessment Component 2 – 80%. Written Assignment: (6,500 words)

Submit: Monday 24 April

Write a critical literature review that critically analyses and evaluates the available/key literature in your chosen topic area. 

· Organize the work systematically using titles and sub-titles to guide the reader and reference systematically, using Harvard to ensure academic integrity. 

· Synthesize the claims made by various authors and present your literature review in an organized way to build up your arguments and to demonstrate mastery of the topic. 


· Begin by briefly explaining why this area of is of interest to you, your context, the nature of the gap in the literature your research will fill. 

· Your main critical analysis of the background literature should provide an evidence base and a critical discussion of the theoretical concept(s) underpinning your research. 

· Your critical literature review will analyse what is claimed in the literature and its relevance to your research questions. It will also critically analyse any debates in the literature and identify themes in the claims from the background literature, drawing conclusions for your project/research questions. 


You may find the key reading below including Boote and Beile helpful.

You may also want to re-read the other key authors you reviewed before the first session of the module. See page 4 of module handbook- and following page.














KEY READING: 

Essential: 
Read articles in peer reviewed journals that are reputable in your area of practice. 

Recommended: 

There is a host of books focused on education and education-related research theory and practice available from the library and all of them will be of some interest. The below are just a few of these titles, and generally cover the range of the module. 
Boote, D., & Beile, P. (2005). Scholars before researchers: On the centrality of the dissertation literature review in research preparation’, Educational Researcher, 34(6), pp. 3-15. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X034006003
Biggam, J. (2008). Succeeding with Your Master’s Dissertation: A practical step-by-step Handbook. London: Open University Press.
Lambert, M. (2021). Top Tips on Writing a Literature Review for Your Education Research Project. Available from: https://www.academia.edu/5195702/Top_Tips_on_Writing_a_Literature_Review_for_Your_Education_Research_Project  
Oliver, P. (2012). Succeeding with your literature review a handbook for students. Maidenhead: McGraw-Hill: Open University Press.  
Wallace, M. and Wray, A., 2021. Critical reading and writing for postgraduates. London: Sage Publications Limited. 

