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Present a critical analysis of the impact or potential impact of Successful Futures (2015). 

This assignment will provide a critical analysis of the potential impact that Successful Futures by Professor Donaldson will have on many areas of education. It is a review of the curriculum in Wales and is set to be in place in schools all over Wales by 2022. Successful Futures will have a substantial effect on education in Wales providing a challenging, broad but balanced, inclusive education. ‘It will build their ability to learn new skills and apply their subject knowledge more positively and creatively.’ (Welsh Government, 2017, para.2). As can be seen below, the impact of the new curriculum on learners and if it is a step backwards or forwards for their future wellbeing. This assignment will look at how a teachers’ responsibilities are impacted and what is going to happen to the curriculum we know of today. 

Impact on Leaners

One of the main impacts of Successful Futures will be moving away from a subject based curriculum and developing a skill based curriculum. An example of this is digital technology in schools. As Donaldson (2015) states children are learning from a curriculum that is not providing up to date skills that are needed for future employment.  The technology that is being used is basic and schools must aim higher to keep up with digital changes outside of the education setting. Businesses will be looking for employees with the fundamental digital skills to progress in any job. Successful Futures wants to develop digital competency which would mean that learners get to develop skills deeper, looking at being more creative with technology which is what potential employer look for. 
	A potential challenge with the new curriculum providing a new way of using technology is that it can be considered as a distraction in schools. Technology is not just used for homework and studying but for using social media and playing games. It is difficult to monitor what technology is being used for and the impact on children when it is abused in schools. Cyberbullying is a major issue that can impact learning from introducing more technology into the curriculum (Center for Innovative Public Health Research, 2017). Even though this type of bullying happens outside of school is usually affects a child’s leaning which is when it then becomes the school’s responsibility. 
	A key point shown in Successful Futures is that key stages with be replaced with progression steps. These progression steps are then organised into six area of learning. The progression steps will allow children to look at their own progression and not be given levels that are based on an average level from pupil attainment.  This can allow children to progress at their own pace and for future job opportunities they will understand that for them to get to where they want to be they must move up levels from having the appropriate knowledge needed (Dauncey, 2015). These progression steps could be limiting to pupils, as no key stages can cause an unstructured curriculum. At the moment, key stages are a fundamental part in the structure of learning in schools. Even though these progression steps are there to allow some pupils to progress further than there were before limited to, we do not know how well these progression steps work in practice.  
	Another intention of the Donaldson report is to make sure that all children have Welsh language skills that are developed enough to be used outside of school in work, life and study (Welsh Government, 2015). If children in schools under the new curriculum can develop their Welsh language skills this can have an impact on their forthcoming career opportunities. In Wales the Welsh language is becoming and essential skill employers look for. However, for some pupils the Welsh language can be a restriction to their learning. Languages are one of the areas of learning and experience in the new curriculum, this could take up time that could be spent learning a skill that can help a child get further towards their career goal. Some children may be educated in Wales but may want to work in a different country so the Welsh language is of no use to them, but still bilingualism is useful in any job. ITV News (2015, para1) shows that’s many pupils do not agree with the Welsh language being compulsory as ‘64% oppose compulsory Welsh to age 16’. Many pupils may not want to learn the Welsh language but education is a good platform to keeping the Welsh language alive. 

Impact on teachers
A new curriculum can have major effects on the pedagogy in a school. A new curriculum in Wales as suggested by Donaldson will mean that teachers will need new training and resources to carry out the new curriculum successfully. The new curriculum will be challenging to adjust to from a teachers’ perspective but it will provide a better quality of learning professionally. Teachers need to be equipped for the new changes and the Donaldson Report will be working alongside Professor Furlong’s report to support teacher training when the new curriculum comes in (Lewis, 2015). 
	Furthermore, there are many concerns as to whether teachers will be able to deliver what is anticipated of them. As Donaldson (2015) states the review of the curriculum needs to reflect on mistakes from past reforms and it needs to be considered that a curriculum that works in one country may not fit into our Welsh culture as some of the elements of this curriculum have look at ideas that other countries are using. There will be training programmes for teachers that need funding from the Welsh Government, also teachers need time to be able to develop and strengthen the new curriculum. Time will cost money that Wales may not be able to afford. 
	The review contains many recommendations for the curriculum that can have a significant impact on a teachers’ professional development. Teachers will need to be competent in digital learning, science and even have a lengthened capacity of the Welsh language. To be able to support the policies recommendations, teachers must feel confident to carry them out. 
	Digital technology will have a big impact on the style of teaching with the new curriculum. Teachers will need to incorporate technology into all subjects not just ICT. A limitation of this is that many teachers prefer an old style of teaching, using pen and paper, whiteboards, etc. Teachers may feel they are not equipped for the new curriculum, so teachers need support from teaching professionals, Welsh technology and training programmes to lessen the pressure put on teachers (Hart, 2015). By using training programmes teachers will be able to learn from and support each other which is an aim that Successful Futures desires. 
	The new curriculum was originally set to be in schools by 2021. It has now been said that this date was too ambitious as teachers are not ready. BBC News (2017, para.7) shows ’38.6% of school teachers and 71% of supply teachers who responded were either not at all familiar or not very familiar with Prof Donaldson’s report and recommendations’. Even though the curriculum is going to provide great things for future generations it’s better to get it right and take time to implement it that rushing and getting it wrong. Lots of teachers agree with Donaldson’s ideas but it cannot happen too quickly.  If the new curriculum is not introduced correctly it can cause pressure to become worse in the profession. Teachers are already exposed to longer working hours than they get payed for and a workload that some teachers cannot manage effectively. This curriculum can provide new skills that can aid teachers in solving issues they have with the curriculum now with skills that our curriculum doesn’t provide. 

Impact on the curriculum
At the moment, the curriculum in Wales does not have a direct impact on teachers and students. Successful Futures wants to give purpose to the curriculum in Wales. The curriculum that we have now is overcrowded with subjects and some even lack the ability to correspond with the real world. Our new curriculum as Donaldson (2015) states will give everyone a high- quality education including those with special needs, which our curriculum as it is now is not always suitable for.  It will promote collaboration of skills between subjects, for example using the Welsh language in history class or using math skills while teaching geography. 
	An issue with having a new curriculum is getting the resources and staff training. The review of the curriculum doesn’t look at education after school so for students who want to continue with education after they leave school will need further education teachers to have a say in the curriculum (ATL Cyrmu, 2015). Also, we need to make sure that the curriculum is compatible with other countries. The Welsh curriculum can be seen as straightforward and universities in England don’t always understand the differences in the two curriculums which would then limit opportunities for students to Wales only. 
	The Donaldson review does not just review the curriculum it also looks at assessment. Donaldson wants assessment to be clear to students as to why there is a need to be assessed and what the results will be used towards. If children know what the results are going towards it creates a goal for them to achieve. The new curriculum will make sure everyone is involved in the assessment arrangements including parents and carers (Donaldson, 2015). This can make more effective communication outside of schools, parents can see the progress made by their children and they also have the opportunity to involve themselves in assessment. There is lots of research that shows there is too much pressure being put on children, in primary schools especially. Even though in primary schools there are only tests and not exams, parents put lots of pressure on children doing well. If there is more involvement of parents it could cause them to get involved in school tests more than needed (Smith and Swinford, 2015). 
Conclusion

To conclude my critical analysis of the impact of Successful Futures, the curriculum is going to make a variety of changes that are needed to keep the curriculum up to date with digital technologies and new skills, but also it is working to keep traditions alive such as the Welsh language and culture. There are going to be challenges for stakeholders and learners because the new curriculum hasn’t been fully introduced into practice. When the curriculum is ready to be used in schools’ problems may arise that haven’t even been thought of yet. There will need to be a substantial amount of funding for teacher training and resources but more importantly we have to give the curriculum time to work. 
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