




Israel is a settler state in the Middle East; located amongst Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt and is at the intersection of Europe, Asia and Africa[footnoteRef:1]. Although the modern state of Israel was only established as recently as 1948, it is intended to be a restoration of the historical Land of Israel believed to have reigned from the first century BCE. The historical location and limits of the Land of Israel are largely determined from passages from the Tanakh and other historical records of where Jewish religious law was most prevalently upheld. The borders of historical Israel are traditionally segregated into two kingdoms: the Kingdom of Israel and Ancient Judah. The modern state of Israel is located where the original Land of Israel is believed to have been and its existence largely is justified, by Zionists, through interpretations of various passages from the Tanakh which suggest that the descendants of the Land of Israel have a God-given claim to. The Land of Israel was eventually conquered by Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian empires, the land has since been through many phases of occupation from various empires[footnoteRef:2] but, most notably, from the years 1517 and 1917, the land was part of the larger Ottoman empire who named the land ‘Palestine’[footnoteRef:3] (based off of the earlier Roman name for the land: ‘Palaistine’[footnoteRef:4]). In the early 19th century, the Zionist movement formed which sought to reestablish Israel as a homeland for Jews in its original place[footnoteRef:5] which was, at the time, still known as ‘Palestine’ and was still under Ottoman rule. After the Ottoman empire fell in 1918, the British and French empires occupied parts of the land[footnoteRef:6]. Britain helped the Zionists established a Jewish state in Palestine in 1923 [footnoteRef:7]. This occupation started a lot of land dispute between settled Israelis and Palestinians Arabs. Palestine received an influx of Jewish immigration before and during World War 2 and Britain subsequently withdrew the region[footnoteRef:8]. After World War 2, the United Nations divided Palestine into two separate state: A Jewish and an Arab state. However the UN granted the Jewish population 56.5% of the land despite only making up 3% of the land’s population[footnoteRef:9]. This decision was rejected by most of the Arab state who formed volunteer militias in defence of their land[footnoteRef:10]. As Britain withdrew Palestine, the Zionists declared Israel as an independent nation[footnoteRef:11]. However the land disputes between Israelis and Palestinians still causes conflict to this very day.  [1:  Embassies.gov.il. (2012). About Israel General Info. [online] Available at: https://embassies.gov.il/UnGeneva/AboutIsrael/Pages/AboutIsraelgeneralinfo.aspx#:~:text=Israel%20is%20located%20in%20the]  [2: Broshi, Maguen (2001). Bread, Wine, Walls and Scrolls. Bloomsbury Publishing. p. 174. ISBN 978-1-84127-201-6.]  [3: Joel Rappel, History of Eretz Israel from Prehistory up to 1882 (1980), vol. 2, p. 531. "In 1662 Sabbathai Sevi arrived to Jerusalem. It was the time when the Jewish settlements of Galilee were destroyed by the Druze: Tiberias was completely desolate and only a few of former Safed residents had returned...."]  [4:  Lehmann, Clayton Miles (Summer 1998). "Palestine: History: 135–337: Syria Palaestina and the Tetrarchy". The On-line Encyclopedia of the Roman Provinces. University of South Dakota. Archived from the original on 11 August 2009. Retrieved 24 August 2014. In the aftermath of the Bar Cochba Revolt, the Romans excluded Jews from a large area around Aelia Capitolina, which Gentiles only inhabited. The province now hosted two legions and many auxiliary units, two colonies, and--to complete the disassociation with Judaea--a new name, Syria Palaestina.]  [5:  https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/zionism: ​a political movement that was originally begun in order to establish an 
]  [6:   Hughes, Matthew, ed. (2004). Allenby in Palestine: The Middle East Correspondence of Field Marshal Viscount Allenby June 1917 – October 1919. Army Records Society. Vol. 22. Phoenix Mill, Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire: Sutton Publishing Ltd. ISBN 978-0-7509-3841-9. Allenby to Robertson 25 January 1918 in Hughes 2004, p. 128]  [7:  League of Nations decision confirming the Principal Allied Powers' agreement on the territory of Palestine". Archived from the original on 25 November 2013.]  [8:  www.nam.ac.uk. (n.d.). The British Army in Palestine | National Army Museum. [online] Available at: https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/conflict-Palestine#:~:text=In%20November%201947%2C%20the%20United.]  [9:  Report of UNSCOP: 3 September 1947: CHAPTER 4: A COMMENTARY ON PARTITION. Found at https://web.archive.org/web/20120603150222/http://domino.un.org/unispal.nsf/9a798adbf322aff38525617b006d88d7/07175de9fa2de563852568d3006e10f3?OpenDocument]  [10:  Benny Morris (2008). 1948: a history of the first Arab-Israeli war. Yale University Press. p. 47. ISBN 978-0-300-12696-9. Retrieved 13 July 2013. The Jews were to get 62 percent of Palestine (most of it desert), consisting of the Negev]  [11:   Declaration of Establishment of State of Israel: 14 May 1948: Retrieved 2 June 2012 Archived 21 March 2012 at the Wayback Machine] 

Most recently, on 7th October 2023, militants of the so-called ‘Islamic Resistance Movement; often referred to by their Hebrew name ‘Hamas’ invaded Israeli territories; an attack the militants are calling  ‘Operation Al’Asqsa Flood. The attacks were on Israeli military bases and on surrounding communities. They fired rockets at 06:30 GMT and the rockets were fired as North as Tel Aviv as well as down south. They were using fighter jets to launch these rockets. An estimated 1,300 Israelis were massacred; 260 of which were massacred at a festival; celebrating Sukkot[footnoteRef:12]. The militants are also said to have kidnapped and held hostage unarmed civilians (including children) as well as Israeli soldiers[footnoteRef:13]. Nearly 5,200 Palestinians are currently in Israeli jails and nearly 1,200 are held in administrative protection[footnoteRef:14]. Gun attacks are continuing to happen along the southern territories[footnoteRef:15].  [12:  Gillett, Francesca (8 October 2023). "How an Israel music festival turned into a nightmare after Hamas attack". BBC News. Archived from the original on 8 October 2023. Retrieved 8 October 2023.]  [13:  "Israeli death toll from Hamas shock onslaught reaches 1,300". The Times of Israel. 12 October 2023. Retrieved 12 October 2023.]  [14:  Staff, A.J. (n.d.). Hamas says it has enough Israeli captives to free all Palestinian prisoners. [online] www.aljazeera.com. Available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/7/hamas-says-it-has-enough-israeli-captives-to-free-all-palestinian-prisoners [Accessed 15 Oct. 2023].]  [15:  McKernan, Bethan (7 October 2023). "Hamas launches surprise attack on Israel as Palestinian gunmen reported in south". The Guardian. Archived from the original on 7 October 2023. Retrieved 7 October 2023.] 

In response to the attacks, the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) launched ‘Operation Iron Swords’ as a retaliation against the Islamic Resistance Movement (IRM). The Prime Minister of Israel; Benjamin Netanyahu has officially called this a “declaration of war”. The IDF have began targeting militants across the Gaza strip[footnoteRef:16]. [16:  Beauchamp, Zack (7 October 2023). "Why did Hamas invade Israel?". Vox. Archived from the original on 7 October 2023. Retrieved 7 October 2023.] 

On Sunday 8th 2023, Israel fought using artillery fire against the Lebanese Shia Muslim military group known as Hezbollah. The group were attacking 3 Zionist occupation sites in the occupied Lebanese Shebaa Farms region. It is believed that this event will exacerbate the larger conflict between Israel and Palestine and compromise the safety of Israeli citizens[footnoteRef:17][footnoteRef:18].  [17:  www.aljazeera.com. (n.d.). Why the Palestinian group Hamas launched an attack on Israel? All to know. [online] Available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/7/palestinian-group-hamas-launches-surprise-attack-on-israel-what-to-know.]  [18:  www.aljazeera.com. (n.d.). Israel, Hezbollah exchange fire, raising regional tensions. [online] Available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/8/israel-hezbollah-exchange-fire-raising-regional-tensions [Accessed 15 Oct. 2023].] 

Hezbollah is currently allying with Palestinian resistance groups in what leaders of Hezbollah are calling a “decisive response to Israel’s continued occupation and a message to those seeking normalisation with Israel”.
Both Saudi-Arabian and Israeli leaders have been negotiating plans towards normalised relations between Israel and the Saudi Kingdom. The Saudi kingdom advocate for the recognition of Palestine as an independent state and believe that this normalisation will ease Israeli oppression of Palestine. However, Benjamin Netanyahu has refused any compromises in regards to Palestinian liberation[footnoteRef:19].  [19:  www.aljazeera.com. (n.d.). As Arab-Israeli normalisation expands, where do Palestinians fit? [online] Available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/podcasts/2023/10/2/as-arab-israeli-normalisation-expands-where-do-palestinians-fit [Accessed 15 Oct. 2023].] 

On October 9th 2023, Israeli defence minister; Yoav Gallant declared a “total siege” on Gaza that would sever all sources of power and water and disable the flow of food and fuel commerce. Gallant justified this decision by saying “We are fighting human animals and we act accordingly”[footnoteRef:20].  [20:  www.msn.com. (n.d.). MSN. [online] Available at: https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/the-reality-of-israel-s-total-siege-on-gaza-where-two-million-palestinians-are-trapped-in-a-25-mile-stretch-of-land/ar-AA1hXx8M [Accessed 15 Oct. 2023].] 

The conflict between Palestine and Israel is complicated and, to even begin to resolve it, we must refer to its history. History too is complicated and also does not adhere to a linear framework. You cannot fully Palestinian history without studying the Ottoman empire. You cannot fully understand Israeli history without studying the history of the jews and the many empires that reigned over the land before being reclaimed as the modern state of Israel. All of history forms a building block for the conditions of our modern world which explains why this particular conflict perpetuates itself throughout history. The mandate of Israel as a homeland for the jews even dates back to Biblical times. 
To determine who has claim to this land would be to make a value judgement; is Israel a promised land for the jews that needs to be reclaimed or do the native population who are born and rooted there deserve it most? Either way, every state deserves independence from occupation from other states. 
The attacks on Israel are just as tragic as attacks on Palestinians but this does not mean that both sides are equally antagonistic; especially when one side has much more control over land and resources. 
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