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1. [bookmark: _Int_ggv973LK]It’s evident that children develop both language and literacy through the use of stories and storytelling. Storytelling in early years is considered essential practice, not only will children develop both language and literacy skills but also develop creativity and imagination therefore reading and introducing children to stories is essential to their development. There are many ways to introduce children to stories this can be done by reading a book using a story sack, storytelling and in more recent years children can use digital books and audio books. There is a lot of debate as to what technique is best for developing children’s language and literacy skills. Therefore, providing children with a wide range of opportunities to experience and explore different ways will help children develop and identify their own individual interests to language and literacy to promote listening, talking, communicating, writing and reading. 
2. 

3. Babies are first introduced to language from within the womb, research suggests that babies can hear from within the womb from around 24 weeks (Bennett 2022). Babies can also distinguish their mothers voice from another, and at full term babies with hearing ability are able to hear at the same level as an adult, by singing and talking to a baby in the womb research has shown that babies are comforted and relaxed by these sounds proving opportunities for early language development and attachment. New research has found that unborn babies can also remember what they hear from inside womb for example by measuring foetal heart rates repeated rhymes and song have been proven to calm and relax the baby noticing unborn babies react differently when exposed to the same rhyme and story repeatedly over compared to hearing a story or rhyme for the first time (Aptaclubb 2023). By a child’s first birthday they would have learnt and heard enough words to speak their native language. The more words a baby is introduce to the better the baby will be at developing language. Children who are read to regularly know more language and are more likely to reach their reading age ability at the stage (Nemors kids health 2023).
4. Reading with children is also another way to form a connection. This can be achieved using eye contact. Roos (2022) suggest that when eye contact is used during story telling the listener feels noticed by the reader helping form a connection. Bowkett (no date) believes that when children are looking at the storyteller and not a book with pictures the storyteller is able to give more eye contact and interact more with children providing opportunities to notice body language suggesting that this approach gives everyone a completely different experience.
5. Berkowitz (2011) also believed that a book can distract the reader making direct eye contact with the children, missing valuable opportunities to read the children’s body and facial expressions. Berkowitz also promotes the importance of oral storytelling as he believes by not using pictures children can form their own image of the character this also helps develop children’s creativity and imagination and provides children with the opportunity to create their own ideas for example when the storyteller tells a story about a little boy on a bike in a park children can visualise their own experience as well as the little boy being seen by the listener. They imagine for example the boy could be any age, be short or tall have red hair be any race the bike can also be any colour shape or size the possibilities are a lot more open ended and avoid stereotyping.
6. Essential resources (2023) also agree that imagination storytelling allow children to ask questions in their minds suggesting these experiences introduce critical thinking skills. 




7. 
The new curriculum for funded non maintained nursery setting states that is essential children are provided with opportunities to develop their digital knowledge and skills. Using a iPad to deliver live stories is a positive way to incorporate and engage children to develop new digital skills. During the story of The Gruffalo the practitioner engaged children by asking them to swipe to the next page. The practitioner was also able to zoom in on parts to allow the children to see more clearly. Neumann and Newmann (2015) suggests interactions with digital devices help children understand how the device works proving children with opportunities to swipe, tap or click.  By providing children these opportunities children feel they are involved. Furthermore, Welsh Government (2020) states that the use of digital devices and tools provided children with opportunities to develop their language and literacy. Donaldson (2015) also agreed that children should be given opportunities to develop their digital competency as many occupations will require high levels of digital skills.  In both videos the practitioner provides opportunities for children to engage and interact with the story, asking questions during the story is a good way to keep children in focused and interested. Bowkett (2023) felt that the reading area should be a comfortable homely place where children are given space to lie down or stetch out. Children are often keen to share their own experience during story time as this should be a relaxed environment where children feel valued and heard. 
8. illustration is used to help children understand the story before they are able to read as well as making the book appear more interesting, exciting and inviting. While print supports children's curiosity to mark making and emergent writing (Kim, 2017). Print awareness is one of the first skills children need to develop writing. 
9. The practitioners body language and facial expressions help keep the children's attention. Children appear engaged and focused when the practitioner changed her voice or tone. The practitioner used props in both videos Clarke (no date) states using probs is a fun way to engage children and provides opportunities to make the story interactive keeping children focused and engaged it's also a good opportunity for children to share and turn take. Griffiths (2000) created the use of story sacks as an alternative way for children to develop interested in a story. The use of story sacks can extend the communication and understanding for children providing opportunities for a multi-sensory approach to storytelling. Story sacks can also develop opportunities for children to explore their senses for example using a story sack when reading Handa’s surprise the practitioner could introduce real fruit allowing children to explore with touch smell and taste. By allowing children time and space to explore the Story sacks they will develop a deeper understanding of the story using props to retell the story. Proving children with a story sack, paper and pencils will encourage children to mark make this will develop their fine motor skills, confidence and understanding of literacy. Whilst being given the opportunity to retell the story can develop language, communication and confidence. 

The use of the outdoor environment provided a good opportunity for outdoor learning. The outdoors allows children to connect with nature and promotes children's well-being. The use of the woodland in the story allowed children to make a deeper connection with the story. The practitioner uses the environment to engage the children. Children were given the opportunity to look for their own Nuts this helped children connect with the story and the environment and allowed children a hands-on experience to their learning. Children remember and gain a better understanding of learning through real-life hands-on experiences. This could have also been done in the first video by the use of probs for example looking and investigating a real nut. This provides opportunities for children to make connections with the wider world. Understanding and developing awareness of the world around them. Froebel's thinking was that when children are given these learning opportunities through their interactions with their environment, children actively construct their own understanding of the world. They bring their real-life experiences into their play this helps develop confidence, knowledge, language, literacy and communication. Frobel trust (no date) Welsh Government also agrees that children gain a better understanding of their world through first hand experiences and it's important that children are given as many opportunities as possible to do so.  Piaget placed acquisition of language within the context of a child's mental or cognitive development he believes that child must understand a concept before they can acquire language. Through their interactions and experiences, children construct their own understanding of the world. However, Bruner believed that children learnt and developed language and literacy through interactions with their peers. Vygotsky also agreed that children benefit and learnt through social interactions with adults and peers viewing language as an essential tool for communication, Vygotsky believed that children's own social and cultural background would shape their cognitive development and that children gain imagination from around three years of age by observing adults' interactions and copying them in their play. 

10. Linguistics professor David Crystal believed that language Acquisition starts in the womb with babies communicating from birth by crying then cooing, babbling to around 12 months when babies say their first word Crystal also believes that there is no end to learning language that new words and language will be learnt throughout adulthood. 
Its important to consider children with no language or no English when reading a story this is why it's important that the practitioner speaks clearly and slowly enough for all children to understand. It is apparent when watching both videos that all stages of children's language development are considered. The practitioners also pause during the story this allows children to gain confidence in talking and being understood. The practitioner never asks a direct question to the children this is not to make any child feel uncomfortable or under pressure to contribute. 
11. Rhyme and repetition are used through the story. Through repetition children are quick to learn and remember the word Gruffalo. The word Gruffalo is said 30 times throughout the story. This repetition supports scaffolding. Repetition doesn't always need to be orally children without language can also use repetition by coping the practitioners body language and facial expressions thought-out the story. Children will not always respond verbally to the story some children's response will be through sounds, body language and eye contact. Children are able to remember rhythm and rhyme easier than they would a sentence.
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