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Abstract
This research is conducted to know the influences that Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is creating on the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. To meet the research purpose and objective both the primary research and secondary research are done. For primary research data is collected from 100 respondents and after analyzing those are presented graphically. For secondary research different relevant articles, journals, research paper is presented here. The outcome of the research shows VLE has a greater impact on the learning of students though it has some limitations also.
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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Introduction
With the evolvement of technology such as computers, the internet, etc. Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is becoming popular because of getting several benefits by using the online platform. Here, students can get their education by remaining in remote places and teachers can teach easily by remaining at their homes. For VLE, Moodle can be a good web-based online platform for both the teachers and students because of its customized facilities. Moodle can be used easily by the students by installing the software and they can avail learning resources easily. Also, teachers can concentrate on teaching the students via the online platform. So, offering online teaching facilities along with physical teaching will give the best outcome in learning.


[bookmark: _30j0zll]Research preliminaries
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Research Aims and Objectives
The research aims to understand the impact of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on the students and to understand this primary and secondary research have been conducted here. The objectives of the study are given as follows to fulfill the aim of the research-
· To know why the students are going to choose the Virtual Learning Environment for meeting their learning purpose (Kiat & others, 2016).
· To understand how VLE could provide benefits in their learning process.
· To improve the skills of data analysis by doing primary research.
· To know whether there are any pitfalls of using VLE and how to minimize them 
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Research questions
To conduct the primary research among the hundred respondents a questionnaire containing eight questions is prepared. The main aspects of the research questions are given below-
· The thinking of the students regarding the future of using VLE as their learning platform.
· The advantages of using Moodle as a virtual learning platform.
· Whether students are eager to receive online learning instead of traditional learning.
· The scenario under which e-learning will give the best outcome.
· The view of the students regarding the most famous online learning platform.
· The effectiveness of online learning in terms of the performance of students.
· Finally, how Moodle is influencing the learning of students as an online teaching platform (Johnson, 2017).


[bookmark: _2et92p0]The Rationale of the Research
The significance of VLE is growing day by day and considering its importance it is necessary to research to identify whether it is positively influencing the learning of students. VLE has several advantages such as it provides flexibility to both the students and teachers. Teachers can customize the study plan, provide study materials, resources, etc. online, and students can get access to these at any of the time. Online teaching can also increase the engagement of students by involving them in different activities such as taking quizzes, online tests, videos, online presentations, etc. (Martín-Gutiérrez  & others,2017). Along with having different advantages VLE has some disadvantages also such as the flexibility provided in online teaching can lessen the sense of disciplined life, can reduce their motivation to study. Also, they can use unethical means while giving online exams. So, for understanding the effectiveness of this learning medium conducting this research has become the need of this time because of the global pandemic situation for spreading coronavirus. The pandemic condition has enforced many countries to run online teaching and to perceive the impact of VLE- Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus this research is crucial (Martín-Gutiérrez  & others,2017).


[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Scope of the research
The different online platforms can be used for teaching the students such as google classroom, QuizIQ, Shift, Articulate 360, etc. But this research is done on Moodle which is also an online teaching platform where students can access the learning materials and teachers can manage their online activities in an organized way. Different research has been done till now on VLE but there is hardly any research on the impact of VLE- Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (Johnson, 2017). So, the scope of this research is to understand the impact of VLE and finding the gap in this learning medium if there is any.


[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Literature Review
For doing secondary research several journals, articles, books, research papers are gone through to understand the impact of VLE and also to identify any research gap on this. The influence of Moodle will be well understood by conducting secondary research and some of the articles related to VLE are describing here.
To find out the potentiality of VLE and predicting its future research has been conducted by Alves. For this purpose, 347 students were selected and the research aimed to understand the influence of VLE on undergrad students, their accessibility,  technical skills of students, etc. The result of the research shows that students have accessibility, they have the sound technical knowledge, and they are getting benefits by seeing the exam results, notices, etc. (Alves, Miranda and Morais, 2016).
The influence of VLE by using the model of problem-based learning is found significant according to the research of (Phungsuk, Viriyavejakul, and Ratanaolarn, 2017). The research is done using the statistical tool and the result was significant. The research result shows that learning by using models enhances the knowledge of students by creating awareness among them also, it enhances the practical knowledge.
Another research regarding the use of VLE and its relation to the performance of students is done by (Alves, Miranda, and Morais, 2017). The research was done among 6300 students and the objective was to understand the accessibility of students in VLE and its impact on their performance. The result reveals that it has a positive correlation on the performance of students.
The research conducted by  Annansingh, it has been found that there can be some discrepancies between VLE and traditional learning. The research shows that, as VLE increases flexibility among students they are sometimes reluctant to gather deep knowledge and thinking critically. It becomes also difficult for teachers to control, monitor, and motivate the students (Annansingh, 2019).
For some courses, VLE can be less fruitful as it becomes unsuccessful to ensure the involvement of students. Hence, the study conducted by Boulton and others found that VLE is essential and gives good outcomes for instructional courses and not for practical courses (Boulton, Kent, and Williams, 2018). 
Research conducted on 448 students to find the impact of VLE on learning languages and it has been found that it has a positive impact. The students found it easy to use, they can help each other instantly, and can gain cognitive skills (Chen, 2016).


[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]Research Methodology 
To research this both the primary analysis and the secondary analysis are done here. For conducting primary research data is collected from the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. By preparing a questionnaire the primary data is collected here (Annansingh, 2019). Also, for conducting secondary research different journals, articles, magazines, books, research papers have been studied to get a better insight into the impact of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). 
Sampling Method
For collecting primary data from the students, a questionnaire is sent to them via different online mediums such as email, Facebook group, etc. Then, data of one hundred students are selected randomly to avoid any biases.
Ethical Issues
The following ethical issues are considered here-
· The sample is selected randomly so that the research result does not give any particular outcome.
· Nothing is copied from the secondary research sources to maintain its authenticity and increase its credibility.
· No personal data is collected from the respondents to maintain their privacy and data confidentiality (Chen, 2016).


[bookmark: _4d34og8]Primary Research
By collecting data from a hundred respondents primary research is done. The data is analysed by doing calculations and through the graphical presentation by using MS Excel. The explanation of graph and analysis is given below-
1. VLE as a future study method
[image: ]
Graph 1: Future of VLE
Source: Self-made
Among the hundred respondents, 93% has a positive view regarding the future of VLE as technology is improving day by day and people are using them increasingly. So, considering its benefits it has a glorious future ahead though 7% has disagreed on this because of some disadvantages.
2. E-learning instead of traditional learning
[image: ]
Graph 2: Preference of E-learning
Source: Self-made
Considering several benefits such as pandemic situation, flexibility, greater access to study materials, saving time, and energy 83% have chosen E-learning rather than traditional learning. But 17% preferred traditional learning considering some pitfalls of traditional learning.
3. Advantages of virtual learning
[image: ]
Graph 3: Advantages of virtual learning
Source: Self-made
Among several advantages given by VLE people give importance to virtual learning as it is quick to get the learning. It saves both time and energy. 25 and 26 respondents said it is easy to use and flexible respectively, and 15 said it is easy to implement.
4. Most benefited aspect
[image: ]
Graph 4: Best beneficial scenario
Source: Self-made
Four options were given to the participants to choose which sector VLE is the most suited and more than 60 respondents said it is for MS Excel training. The least said for team-building exercises because most of them think it is a lack of increasing team involvement and collaboration.
5. Most popular online learning platform
[image: ]
Graph 5: Most popular platform
Source: Self-made
There are different virtual learning platform but the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus prefer Moodle as their learning platform because of enjoying several facilities from this. About 56% of students prefer Moodle and 31% of students prefer Google classroom.
6. Rating of the online class
[image: ]
Graph 6: Online class rating
Source: Self-made
About 57 students strongly approve the online class after getting good performance by using Moodle and 33 moderately approved.
7. Scope of unethical means
[image: ]
Graph 7: Scope of unethical activities
Source: Self-made
There is a greater scope of using unethical means in giving examinations, quizzes, etc. because of lack of supervision and thus 76 positively respond that there is a way of practicing unethical means.
[image: ]
Graph 8: Lack of involvement
Source: Self-made
Virtual learning by using Moodle is quite unable to ensure the engagement of students as 48 and 41 students agreed and moderately agreed respectively on this question.
Here is the summary of rest of the questions that respondents have given-
	Questions
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree

	Moodle will increase technological skills of students
	57%
	39%
	4%

	Moodle will increase collaboration among teachers and students
	45%
	35%
	20%

	Platform of VLE like Moodle will increase the motivation of learning in this condition
	28%
	59%
	13%

	VLE is significant for getting practical knowledge
	3%
	14%
	83%







[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Conclusion
After researching according to the research outcome the following conclusions can be drawn:
· VLE has good prospects because of the increasing use of technology and students are eager to receive learning from platforms like Moodle.
· It is flexible, easy to use resources, easily accessible learning.
· Moodle is the popular platform of VLE and students' performance in receiving learning through this platform is satisfactory.
· But it has some disadvantages also such as students can use unethical means while giving exams. Also, they feel reluctant and teachers have less control over students. Again, there can be a lack of engagement among the students.
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