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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION: 

Silent Male Voices of Domestic Violence – Why are men so often overlooked as victims of domestic abuse?


This subject was chosen by the researcher as they feel male victims are largely overlooked within the topic of domestic violence. There is a large volume of support, information and guidance relating to female victims of domestic violence in comparison to male victims. 

Domestic Abuse is a form of abuse which occurs globally and has no boundaries such as class, race, religion, disability, sexuality or age. It is widely discussed as a serious form of intimate abuse which affects persons all around the world. 

Very little information is available regarding statistics relating to male victims of domestic violence incidents and the effects it has on them or how best to support them. The purpose of this research is to determine whether male victims of domestic violence feel they are treated the same as female victims and if they feel they are treated the same by police compared to females.

In addition to the above, Domestic Violence is a compelling subject with regards to policing. Front lone policing officers deal with domestic violence every single day and it is vitally important that officers are able to identify both male and female victims of domestic violence as the abuse does not discriminate, in order to signpost them to the correct professional support that they may require.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Why are males so often overlooked as victims of domestic abuse?
· Has society’s perception of gender stereotypes had an impact on the reporting?
· Do males feel they are treated fairly?



	LITERATURE REVIEW:


Despite domestic violence only becoming a popular topic within recent years, the form of abuse has actually been around for centuries affecting societies directly and indirectly all around the world. It is believed to have been established from the inequalities of men and women historically in society. Domestic violence refers to a wide range of acts of violence and abuse which is committed by one family member against another (Shipway, 2004).

Back in the 1900’s, domestic violence was considered a private matter, and therefor discussing it in public was not deemed acceptable or a social concern (Kronenberg, 2013)
In addition to this, abuse by men to women was viewed as a normal part of marriage, something which women were expected to tolerate within their marriage. (Erez, 2002). 

During this period, it was socially acceptable for women to be deemed as subordinate compared to males, who were seen in society as the dominant and superior. 

Shockingly, it was only until 1976 when the Domestic Violence and matrimonial proceedings Act was first introduced. This was the first ever legislation dedicated to combating domestic violence. It gave victims of the abuse new rights by offering them civil protection orders for those most at risk. (Loughborough University, 2018)

As domestic abuse awareness has grown over the years, women have predominantly been seen as the exclusive victim and the male population becoming marginalized, with largely most charities and campaigns are directed towards women. Straus and Gelles (1986) stated that violence caused by wives has not been an object of concern as there has been no publicity and therefor no funds have been invested in ameliorating this problem because it has not been defined a problem” (p.472)

Legislation relating to domestic violence has grown over the years as society is becoming more aware that the abuse is now more than just a physical act, and that victims require better protection to prevent the abuse from occurring. The definition of abuse has changed many of times however more recently back in 2012 when the Home Office changed the legislation to include 16- and 17-year-olds, and the worlding altered to add coercive control. 

The government’s current definition of domestic violence is:
‘Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality. This can encompass, but is not limited to, the following types of abuse: psychological, physical, sexual, financial, and emotional’ (Home Office, 2013).

Nevertheless, despite there being a more comprehensive definition of domestic violence which covers a range of different types of abuse and relationships, domestic violence is a daily occurrence within frontline policing. In a recent study, the crime survey for England and Wales estimated 2.4 million adults aged 16 years and over experienced domestic abuse in the year ending March 2022. This statistic consists to a prevalence rate of 1.7 million women and 699,000 men. (ONS, 2022)

According to the research (Broberg, 2022) Mark Brooks, the chair of ManKind Charity said there are lots of missed opportunities to identify and support male victims of domestic abuse and no one understands the issue. As a result, professionals less readily recognise victims and men feel that they won’t be believed or taken seriously. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The researcher anticipates to review literature that is already accessible on the internet, in addition to this the researcher plans to collect research from questionnaire style information gathering. Participants will remain anonymous to encourage more persons to complete form and gather as much information as possible. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The researchers target audience for the dissertation will be aimed to men of the general public and friends, aged 18 and over who will remain anonymous for the purpose of the survey. The researcher envisions this as the best sample for the research as members will be more likely to divulge their personal experiences if they remain anonymous.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

A range of various different research methods will be used to provide a concise and unbiased investigation throughout the research. 

As the research will conduct both qualitative and quantitate research methods, special care will be taken to ensure that no leading questions are asked, a wide selection of participants are asked to take part in questionnaires and to remain unbiased at all times regardless of personal opinions.



	TIME SCALE:

The researcher will ensure that their time management is kept on top of, to enable them to have sufficient time to thoroughly analyse information to ensure nothing is missed.
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