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The subject area I have chosen to concentration within my dissertation is the changing role of British women during the period of the Second World War. The key focus area will aim to establish how the role of women changed during the 1940s with reference to the earlier accomplishments women had made during the previous years and how family life was affected for these women in society. 
I will make aim to look at some areas of the inter-war years that focus on the development and progress that women made, that had influenced the period that I am studying. I had originally planned to focus on the development and progress made by women in the 1930s, this would have included a focus on developments in the inter-war period and a focus on the family life, as well as changes that were made for the women in the house. However, this decade was partially difficult to discuss the progress of women in length.  Additionally, much of the information found in this research was either linked to the progress women made in the 1920s and other associated with The Great Depression period.  Another issue I had with my research question was that women of the period found in both primary and secondary sources were mainly about American women. Therefore, it was very difficult to develop my research as I fell into many difficulties. So it became clear that this time period had interfered with my investigation, I decided to alter my set question.  Due to the changing of the question I have found it tricky to find primary sources. However, I am currently in the process of looking for various primary sources, and I am in the throes of examining the National Archives for relevant materials. 
Although, it may have appeared to be quite a broad topic plan I chose to change my area of study and provide more focus to certain key concept areas, which would allow for my dissertation to have a more structure and focus. The nineteen forties proved effective choice, as there is far more source materials readily available and it’s a period of history that I find extremely interesting. After the refocusing of my question, I decided to use the same ideas and structing points. However, I have decided to concentrate on the ways in which the war had affected family women during this period. Also, based on my previous research plan, the themes and chapter areas are still beneficial to the current dissertation question, and does provide a good focused outline of topic areas for my investigation. 
My aims within this new area of study will focus on the changing role of women in society during the Second World War, looking at how it affected different types of women in this particular period. Within my new research question I will aim to provide a clear coherent background on a variety of influential women and their changing role within society, as well as demonstrating the gradual developments, achievements and step backs they had made during previous years. This would put a focus on the Suffragette Movement, the affects of the Qualification of the Women’s Act, The National Federation of Women Workers, the amendment to Voting Rights and the creation of the First Women’s institute. It is clear that the women were making advances within society to a certain extent. The next section of my investigation will aim to concentrate on key ideas that women had during the nineteen forties and the effects of different implementations that occurred during this period that would influence their family life and day to day activities. 
Within this investigation I plan to separate my dissertation question into five chapters. I will make sure that each chapter provides relevant material to ensure that I am able to develop my overall argument. The chapter themes I will chose to focus upon are listed below. Although there is the possibility the themes could alter as I progress with my research.
· Chapter One: Approach to methodologies and aims 
· Chapter Two: Women in the interwar years
· Chapter Three: Family Life and their struggles 
· [bookmark: _Hlk499298122]Chapter Four: The Influential, and the new image of women  
· [bookmark: _Hlk499300926]Chapter Five: Moral Issues, attitudes and health and wellbeing. 

[bookmark: _Hlk499248767]My first chapter will begin with a discussion of my methodologies and aims, ensuring that I will meet the criteria that is expected of a dissertation. I will also ensure that I explain a clearly outlined approach to my question. Additionally, I shall aim to use a balance of both, primary and secondary sources. My primary material will include documents of militant campaigns, diary entries, newspaper clippings, magazine articles and radio broadcasts, in order to provide first-hand perspective. Another area of research that I will be presenting throughout my dissertation is the use of literary materials. These selective sources will be used to develop discussions of particular importance. 
The second chapter of my dissertation will outline the role British women played during the Second World War, paying particular attention to their new line of work, such as the Armed Forces, engine mechanics, light industries such as electronics, service industries, welfare services and the National Health Service. Within these different lines of work, I will ensure that I compare the different sectors and demonstrate the many outcomes they had. As well as evaluating how they were seen by other members of society during this period. I will also look at urban and rural women in the world of work, finding out how it affected their daily lives. Additionally, I will examine whether these new jobs meant different way of life for certain women. The findings for this particular information will come from radio broadcasts, newspaper clippings, diaries entries and literary texts.  
Within the third chapter I shall focus on the different types of family lives that women had during this period. This topic aims to concentrate on the roles that women had in the nineteen forties, and how it affected their day to day lives. It shall encompass the many struggles that they dealt with during this period, this includes rationing, and I will look at how they adapted their struggles into achievements. Evidence for this would come from secondary sources that show the adaption of cooking with rationing books and information from historian Cheryl Law. Additionally, I shall compare different classes within society in order to fully demonstrate the role women had in different family lifestyles. The sources I will use for this will be mainly literary material and secondary sources. I shall aim to use graphs to explain and highlight the effect on family life within different scales of class. 
The forth chapter shall explore the Influential women within the nineteen forties, demonstrating how it affected women within society. I shall aim to look at speeches and magazine articles from The Lady, Vogue and Every Woman. These magazines will allow for me to see what the women of the time were reading, demonstrating their interests and cultures, which would reflect on their role within the period. Another point I will express in my dissertation is the image of women. I will at the traditional woman and compare the new image that was represented in the nineteen forties, thus demonstrating how their role in society altered during the war years. The image of the women was incredibly important and influential to the women of the period. So, I will aim to address the crazes of the time and illustration the fashions that became popular culture during the nineteen twenties. 
The final Chapter will illustrate the moral issues that affected women in both the lower and upper classes of society, as well as the different trending attitudes that eventually became the culture of these women during this period. Areas I will look at, will include activities that women took part in. This will be found in case studies and contrasting opinions of scholars of literary texts such as Zweiniger-Bargielowska’s Women in Twentieth-Century Britain, and Pugh’s Women and the Women’s Movement in Britain. Throughout this dissertation I will address the question; how much change did occur during the nineteen forties, compared to previous years. However, I shall be putting more focus on this question within this chapter, as it will eventually lead up to my conclusive point of the dissertation. Another area of discussion will be the health and wellbeing of the women, and how it affected their daily lives. This focus point will include a diagram showing the changes that were made for women, within various lines of work during the Second World War. I shall also address the awareness of birth control, demonstrating the affect that made to women in all classes. Further to this I will evaluate the overall conclusive question, assessing the evolution of progress to the role of women during the nineteen forties, recognising the centrality of the women’s role in all the topic areas that I have covered within each chapter. The conclusive argument will address an evaluation of the evolution of women’s movement and the role they had, which evolved. I shall also evaluate the successes and failures that became turning points for these women within their society during that period. Finally, I shall establish the legacy that they left behind for the future generations. 
Due to the changing of my dissertation question I am currently looking for more source material. 
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