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· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!

Introduction 
In this essay I will be drawing on two field trips that we participated on last year and looking at some of the qualities of the land and current uses and future potential for the sites visited.
Field visit 1
Glyncorrwg Ponds 21st November 2019.
This field trip to the Glyncorrwg ponds was the first of two field trips for the module of landscape and sustainable recreation. Until the 1970’s Glyncorrwg was a prominent coal mining village, until its closer in 1970, where the mining buildings were cleared, and the factories closed and the people of glyncorrwg were made to seek employment elsewhere.
In 1990 the village of glyncorrwg thought that the area was too beautiful to waste after the closure of the mining pits in the 1970’s. so the villagers sought to take advantage of the landscape and beautiful scenery and added some lakes to compliment it. Part of this change saw the addition of walking trails, where you can walk to the top of and on a clear day you can see across to port Talbot and to Pen y Fan. They also have a mountain bike track, and more recently a visitor centre which houses a world-renowned centre for mountain bikers  
The lakes that are situated on the glyncorrwg ponds offer a wide array of fishing and there are also horse-riding trails that adjoin to the walking paths.
Landscape character
The glyncorrwg ponds is situated in a large narrow valley, you can see far and wide across the valley dude to a large population of the tree being felled because of the disease ash dieback. You can see most of the pathways, bridleways and mountain bike trails due to the felling of trees. The path is visible as you walk along but is some places it is it is lost in some form of boggy mud due to the weather. Along most of the pathway there is copious amounts of litter, this can also be found in the treeline that barriers most of the pathway.
The fishery consists of three man-made lakes and are well stocked with rainbow trout up to  and two coarse lakes stocked with bream, roach, and tench, and carp, there have been fish caught in these ponds ranging in the size of 25-38lbs in weight. So much is the popularity of the ponds that in 2007, the glyncorrwg ponds were voted the best in wales by visit wales. 
Landscape quality
The quality of the landscape of the glyncorrwg ponds could be in a better state but due to poor funding, which is shown by the amount of litter and the poor maintenance away from the ponds, as the ponds are the most frequently used area of the ponds they are perhaps the most fluently maintained. The biggest aspect of landscape quality is the vast openness shown by the trees being felled due to the disease ‘ash dieback’ , this has adverse effects as it has opened up the land and the surrounding areas and also the trails and pathways to adverse weather, which in turn has an effect on the maintenance of the pathways and trails.  
Designations
There are no official land designations given to this site at this time.
Use
During the visit to the clyncorrwg ponds, we were informed of the uses of the ponds and the surrounding areas. The main use of the ponds is the trail walks, there is a map of the walks accessed via the car park, or you can use a map of the area to navigate your way around the different walks or mountain bike trails. The ponds is also home to a world renowned mountain bike track  The other main use for the glyncorrwg ponds is the three ponds that were built by the locals in 1990, the main use of these ponds is for fishing, Set amidst the beautiful mountain scenery of the Afan Forest Park. The Glyncorrwg Ponds fishery started life in 1994 and lies beside the tree lined valley. Fed by mountain streams and the river Corrwg, a tributary of the river Afan (glyncorrwg visitor centre, 2019). 

Access
Access to the car parks and the lakes is available year-round. So, it is accessible to access parking for the café (which has set hours throughout the year), to grab a bite to eat or use the facilities or to gain information via the information centre. There is also access for people to utilise the lake for fishing, the mountain bike trails or the walking trails. There is also a campsite within the grounds, which consists of a small field to the right of the visitor centre, with a small all-weather gym.
Future Potential
Over the past three years the Glyncorrwg Ponds Co-operative, with the help for Cydcode – Woods for all, Wales Tourist Board and working in partnership with Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council, and Forest Commission Wales have developed a series of World class mountain bike trails and visitor centre at Glyncorrwg, in the Afan Forest Park. The trails are known as The Wall, White’s level and Skyline.
The newly opened Mountain Bike Centre is ideally located for cyclists wishing to ride two of Wales’ world class mountain bike trail. Facilities include a fully stocked bike shop, campsite, showers, jet wash and a cafe that provides quality food and service.
The Afan Forest Park is rapidly developing as a centre of mountain biking excellence. With over 100km of trails explore,
On the same site as the visitor centre, there is an old building that has had many uses during its time. but there is scope for evelpoment in the future. During a chat with the site manager, he was welcoming any input and there was talk of maybe continuing with the adventure theme and adding a climbing wall, or a storage space for a number of water vessels such as kayaks, canoes, paddleboards or small rowing boats, as there is also talk of the middle pond being utilised to garner more money for the site.





Field visit 2
Dinefwr park, 28th November 2019
Dinefwr park is situated near Llandeilo just off the A40/A483, it is a country park that is run by the national trust. Dinefwr park is an estate that is run by the national trust and dates to the 12th century. We first visited the grounds of Newtown house which dates to the 1600’s, we then walked around the deer enclosure and back to the house. Upon arrival back to the house we were invited to have a walk around the property to investigate the history of the property.
Landscape character
The landscape of Dinefwr park was very lush and very well maintained. Newtown house was a very welcome site as you walked up from the carpark. There were a few statues made of wicker on the approach to the house and outbuildings. Once around the back of the building we were greeted by a view as far as the eye could see, the surrounding trees are made up of many species of trees ranging from wellingtonia, cherry and oak trees. The site was home to ash trees but due to the disease ‘ash dieback’ they have been felled by order of the government. The back of the house has a ‘ha-ha’ which is a steep trench designed so to that livestock cannot invade the main property. 
There is an oak tree on site that is estimated to be 300-400 years old.
The landscape is situated on rolling hills, giving ways to beautiful views all around. There is a lake situated on the walk that is currently closed for maintenance of the surrounding boardwalk. The lake is simply there for reflective purposes and when standing in a certain place the lake offers a perfect reflection of the skyline and trees. The lake also carries its own ‘lady of the lake’ fairy-tale from Arthurian folklore. Throughout the walk of the deer enclosure there are various viewpoints that you can see across to the old castle and across the landscape. 
Landscape quality
Over time the landscape has changed dramatically, with the Rice family opening up the land by felling a large section of the trees in Dinefwr to sell local furniture makers, during this time these trees were replaced with cherry trees, ash trees and oak trees. Although these are still in relative infancy. Most of the sprouting oak trees have been killed off due to the grey squirrels stripping them of the bark. Although some of the landscape has opened up with the ash trees being felled due to ash dieback. Ash die back is a fungus that is non-native to the UK the woodland trust (2020) say that 
“Ash dieback (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) is a fungus which originated in Asia. It doesn’t cause much damage on its native hosts of the Manchurian ash (Fraxinus mandshurica) and the Chinese ash (Fraxinus chinensis) in its native range. However, its introduction to Europe about 30 years ago has devastated the European ash (Fraxinus excelsior) because our native ash species did not evolve with the fungus and this means it has no natural defence against it”.
With over 120 acres of land for the deer to graze upon, however, the deer population was kept to a minimum with a warden brought in to cull the population. We were informed that any deer that was culled was then utilised for food. 
At the back of the property, there was a C.R Smith fountain dating back to the 1860’s, this fountain was not in use though as there was a large crack from the centre to the edge and the trust were looking into the cost of fixing it to renovate it and get it back to a working fountain. Situated under the fountain was a banquet hall that was no longer accessible, so we couldn’t have a look around which was a shame.

Designations
Dinefwr park has been allocated as a site of special scientific interest (SSSI). SSSIs cover a wide range of habitats from small fens, bogs and riverside meadows to sand dunes, woodlands and vast tracks of uplands. Most are in private ownership, although some are owned and managed by local wildlife trusts, or other voluntary conservation bodies. Notification of an SSSI under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 has since been amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2001, which brought about numerous changes in the way SSSI are notified managed and protected. In order to ensure consistent, favorable long-term management of these sites, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) with landowners have prepared management plans for all SSSI in Wales. When it comes to development on SSSI’S Local planning authorities are required to consult NRW before allowing any development to proceed that may affect an SSSI. 
Use
With the land mainly used for walkers and visitors to the main house and the cafeteria, the upkeep of the land. The national trust aims to keep the land in as good as condition as it can, during our visit, it was evident that there had been some sort of function going on the weekend prior and they were gearing up to have a Christmas market in some of the fields and inside the grounds over the Christmas period, this is a good way for the estate to make money to go towards the upkeep of the land. 
Access
The site is run by the national trust and is accessible all year round, there is a café situated within newton house. With walks all around the grounds up to the old castle and to the icehouse. These are all accessed by the car park which is maintained by the national trust. There are many walks situated around the grounds, dogwalkers are not allowed on the grounds where the deer are roaming. There is disabled access to the car park and to the main house and to some areas of the walks as the pathway was well maintained and relatively flat.
Future Potential
The future potential of Dinefwr park solely relies on the national trust and the funding they receive towards the site and how they distribute the funds. There was talk of the national trust trying to purchase some cottages that were on the site, however at the time the national trust are being priced out of purchasing the cottages, as the national trust view the initial cost of purchasing the cottages as too expensive along with the cost of renovating the cottages to serve as a new cafeteria and to revert the old house back to concentrate that for functions. 
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