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Using Latin dictionaries
• Reading Latin offers a total learning 

vocabulary list at the back of the T&V 
volume

• You are by now familiar with entries like:
frater fratr-is 3m brother
fan-um i 2n shine
noceo 2 I harm (+ dat.) 
lego 3 legi lectus I read



Learning dictionaries
• The next step up from a text book: 

specifically aimed at students learning Latin
• Learning dictionaries give abbreviated 

information 
• Selective vocabulary : check the preface if 

you are looking for specific authors/periods!!
– e.g. for Medieval Latin, Cassell’s dictionary is 

little help: “concerning itself with ‘classical Latin’, 
as used from about 200 BC to 100 AD’.



Cassell’s Latin Dictionary

Here, no indication of the declension is given: you must 
know nouns well enough to recognise that a noun that has 
frater in nominative and a genitive ending in –tris must be 
3rd declension. 



Picking the right 
head word

With verbs, both RL and 
dictionaries give three or four 
initial forms: the principal parts

These are:
1st person singular present 
indicative (normally active)

[in some: present infinitive, so 
that it becomes clear what 
conjugation the verb follows]

1st person singular perfect 
indicative (normally active)

Supine 



Finding past tense forms
• As we’ll see in 2D, perfect tense forms in Latin often 

look quite different from the present tense ones:
– iubeo 2 iussi iussum 

• Many Latin dictionaries are quite stingy in cross-
referencing past tense forms to the present tense

• Therefore, learning the principal parts of each new 
verb is very helpful – even if you’re not using them 
yet!

• If you are shopping for a learning dictionary, it’s worth 
looking for this feature



Academic dictionaries
• Give far more detailed information on how 

each word is used 
– spread across time and different authors
– common constructions
– references specific passages

• Aims to capture the totality of language use 
in the given period

• USEFUL: Information on standard editions, 
abbreviations, and author/text chronologies



Lewis and Short, s.v. frater. 
Only a short section of the 
article!



OLD s.v. frater: only a 
fraction of the article 
as a whole!



Academic dictionaries

• Coverage varies:
– Oxford Latin Dictionary only up to 200 AD
– Lewis and Short includes Late Antique 

authors (incl. Christian authors) but focusses 
on Classical texts

• For references and bibliographic info, use 
the OLD.



Online versions
• The Lewis and Short is available online via 

the Perseus site: 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/resolve
form?redirect=true&lang=Latin

• Here, you can search both the full L&S and 
the abbreviated version The Elementary Lewis 
and Short

• The elementary version is easier to use at this 
stage

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/resolveform?redirect=true&lang=Latin


Thesaurus Linguae Latinae
• The largest Latin dictionary project is the 

Thesaurus Linguae Latinae
• Comprehensively collects all data from literary 

and epigraphic Latin sources 
• Founded in the 19th C in the Bavarian Academy of 

Sciences but an international effort throughout: 
still developing

• Full intro to the ThLL here: 
http://www.thesaurus.badw.de/en/project.html

http://www.thesaurus.badw.de/en/project.html






The ThLL
• Many entries contain 

ALL uses of the lemma 
[‘head word’] but 
longer articles with an 
asterisk preceding the 
lemma leave out some 
instances that repeat 
earlier material

• Each article has
etymological info, info 
on where the word is 
found, and examples of 
its use – where 
necessary divided into 
different sections

• At Advanced level, you 
will be expected to use 
this tool


