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Using Latin dictionaries

* Reading Latin offers a total learning
vocabulary list at the back of the T&V
volume

* You are by now familiar with entries like:
frater fratr-is 3m brother
fan-um 1 2n shine
noceo 2 I harm (+ dat.)
lego 3 leqi lectus I read

% Prifysgol Cymru
| Y Drindod Dewi Sant
¥ W University of Wales




Learning dictionaries

* The next step up from a text book:
specifically aimed at students learning Latin

* Learning dictionaries give abbreviated
information

* Selective vocabulary : check the preface it
you are looking for specific authors/periods!!

— e.g. for Medieval Latin, Cassell’s dictionary is

little help: “concerning itself with ‘classical Latin’,
as used from about 200 BC to 100 AD".
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Cassell’s Latin Dictionary

HENCE PRITIC, Jlassss  —a ey
Eroken, humbled, enfeebled. .
friter -tris, m. « ‘Dbrother; lrater
Fermanus, i brother;  {ratres, |
Erothers and :mu-s-.. ;nl!ét:: i CcolsEn DI
i brothéer-in-lawe. “T'ronst., a comvile,
compatriot, allyv.
fratercalus -i, m. little brother.
Rtnentidie _ane  hrothevhood. friler-

Here, no indication of the declension is given: you must
know nouns well enough to recognise that a noun that has

frater in nominative and a genitive ending in —tris must be
3rd declension.

% ‘ Prifysgol Cymru
4 Y Drindod Dewi Sant
% W University of Wales

Trini




s

N

Picking the right
head word

legruncula -ae, f, a small legien.
légo -are, te ordain, appoint:

of per-
sons, to make adeputy, delegate authority
to; of property, to begueath, leave as
a legacy. M. of partic. as subst,
legatus -1, @ deputy; polit., an ambas-
sador, envoy, or the deputy of a magis-
Erate; milit., a subordinate ﬁﬂhfmﬂﬁff.
Csp.  commander of a legion, N,
légatum -1, a legacy, beguest.

‘lego légére lEgm lectum, to collect,

gather, pick, pick up: fla, 1o wind up,
spen; wela, to furl; of places, 1o
pass through, traverse, coait along:
with the eves, to survey, sean, read,
perute; out of a number, fo prck out,
citaose, select.
Hence partic.
chosen, selected:

L= L -

lectus -a

| -urm,
choice, excellent;

Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

University of Wales
Trinity Saint David

With verbs, both RL and
dictionaries give three or four
initial forms: the principal parts

These are:
1%t person singular present
indicative (normally active)

[in some: present infinitive, so
that it becomes clear what
conjugation the verb follows]

1%t person singular perfect
indicative (normally active)

Supine




Finding past tense forms

As we'll see in 2D, perfect tense forms in Latin often
look quite different from the present tense ones:

— 1ubeo 2 11ssi iussum

Many Latin dictionaries are quite stingy in cross-
referencing past tense forms to the present tense

Therefore, learning the principal parts of each new
verb is very helpful — even if you're not using them
yet!

If you are shopping for a learning dictionary, it's worth
looking for this feature
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Academic dictionaries

e Give far more detailed information on how
each word is used

— spread across time and different authors
— common constructions
— references specific passages

* Aims to capture the totality of language use
in the given period

« USEFUL: Information on standard editions,
abbreviations, and author/text chronologies
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frﬁtcr' TS, m, [ Sansgar, bhrdtd : Gr
f '.;t'.’?,'{r, c,’-,":t"?:n'u, ('ld“.‘-“hl“ - ot hl'“]!!_‘][‘;
ngl brotherl, a brother. I LitL: (rater
nid, sudve, Plout, Care, 5, 2, 685 ef.; mi fra
tor, m Irater, mi Ifrator, tune d voerltgs
car ele, Cie, Q Fr. 1, 8, 1: amabo te. mi
frater, no, ot id, ih. 1,4, 1: L. rater moei 3

il Verr, 2, 4, 11, 8§ 956: uxores habent intor

o commnnes: ol maxime fratres cum (ra-
tribug, Cacs, B, G, 0, 14, 4 : ¢f: fratrem
fraire rennntintum, il th, 7. 83, 95 et flilins
of fratris Nlias, Wl L. 5. 27. 2 tratris Nl
Pl Ep. 8, 11,1 fratres gemind. twin-Droth-
erdy, Cie, Clu, 16, 46; Hor, Ep 1,18 41 fri-
tres gemelll, Ov, H, & 77 alzo In the ro
verse order: gemint fratres, Cie. Div, 2 43,
!’L'; Lav, 1, 0. 6 Sneot. Ciaoek 10: Vorg, A, 7.
b5 OV, H. 17, 250 (and thorefore wrongly
censured by Quint: quuednm ordine per-
nntato funt supervacun, ud fratres gemi-
T NN k) ]ll.lv'l’c‘w-c'x'ilﬂ 2O, Ilz‘g:{]‘p_
addere non est necesse, Quint. 0. 4. 24 —
Vi In ot 44 " PREAT s anal dals:
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Lewis and Short, s.v. frater.
Only a short section of the

article!
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Seaur.gram.in GL.7.13,

frater ~tris, m. [cl Skt. bhrdtar-, OIr.
brathir, Eng. brother, also Gk. dpdrmp 'clans-
man’]

1 A son of the same {ather or mother,
brother; ~fer geymanits, a full brother. b (pl.)
brother and sister. € (pl.. transf., of a kindred
race).

foui' ~tri et Ner Neptuno Pu.TrinBzo; Tewdd.gia;
pessiin| Tiberium ~treny meum pptimium intorfecerunt
Gracci.orad. 163 gul me. iuxta ae st meus ~ier esset,
austentauit Cic, Red, Sen.20, Lres i ~tres fucrunt, €., Co.,
M. Carbones Fam.0.21.35 pilleatis. . ~tribus (i.e. Castor ad
Polliex) CATUL.37.2)5 paudent perfusi sangaine ~truin VERG.
G.2.510; consulis ~ter malre padem genitus Liv.3f.0.0; st
~ter quidem, s X NOUCTTA Sy Her.0,1313; STAT. Theb.
T1.304; @& maiere ~tre oius geniti GrL.13.20(10).I55 (by
adoption) scelera (lugurthae) in patrem ~tresque cstenthit,
Sar. Juug. 3.4 los o tvpe of devofion) qui in me, ,eomsthiis
parens, amore. . ~ker nuentus est Cre. Red Sen.s7 y—laphl sed
1y animals) Cyprio uelox cutn ~tre Lycisce Ov.Mel.3.220;
GRAT.200) (¢etron.) Haedus, , ~trum yestigin quaerit Max.
5,312 —{poet,) Nec ~tris radiis obnoxia surgere Lunn (ui-
detur) VERGLRI, 300; magnis cum ~tribus Furus intonat
V Fr.z.165 ;—(wsed of inanim. objs, personified) aspleies (5.
a boaky illic |m:iitu-.=. px ordine ~tres Oy, Tr.1. 1107 MART.
rz.alg).b—iiha place-nime) quos [sc. mantes) Heptem ~fres
4 simili altitudine appeliant Poiw.Nal.5.18 ;—~1res ger-
manos duos geminoes, unai matre natos et patre und uno
die Pr.Mes. 11025 Cio, Ver.1.125, b ~trum..non o
ceatum, sed incustoditum Ao ad infaminm traxit
Tac.AnmIdag Canp.Decl.ay; Lucius ot Titin ~tres PAUL,
dig.10.2,30. C Suessiones. . ~Les cotsanguineosque suos,
g, . isdem legibus utantur li.c. as the Kemi) Cans.Gal.
2:3:5% Aruernid. . ausl Latio se fingere ~ires populi Luc.
t.427;—1cf, a8 an hanorific title for alties) Acduos, ~tres
CoNSANEUINICOSUE SAEPE NUIMErD 4 senatu appellatos CAES,
Gal.r.13.3; Cte.Fam.7.10.4.

2 ~fer patruglis, A son of one’s paternal

- alsp ~fer
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OLD s.v. frater: only a
fraction of the article
as a whole!




Academic dictionaries

* Coverage varies:
— Oxtord Latin Dictionary only up to 200 AD

— Lewis and Short includes Late Antique
authors (incl. Christian authors) but focusses
on Classical texts

* For references and bibliographic info, use
the OLD.
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Online versions

 The Lewis and Short is available online via
the Perseus site:
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/resolve
form?redirect= true&lang=Latin

Here, you can search both the full L&S and
the abbreviated version The Elementary Lewis
and Short

The elementary version is easier to use at this
stage

% Pri fy go ICym
N 4 niversity of Wales



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/resolveform?redirect=true&lang=Latin

Thesaurus Linguae Latinae

T'he largest Latin dictionary project is the

I'hesaurus Linguae Latinae

Comprehensively collects all data from literary
and epigraphic Latin sources

Founded in the 19t C in the Bavarian Academy of
Sciences but an international effort throughout:
still developing

Full intro to the ThLL here:
http://www.thesaurus.badw.de/en/project.html
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http://www.thesaurus.badw.de/en/project.html
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The ThLL

* Many entries contain * Each article has
ALL uses of the lemma etymological info, info
["'head word’] but on where the word is
longer articles with an found, and examples of
asterisk preceding the its use — where
lemma leave out some necessary divided into
instances that repeat different sections

earlier material At Advanced level, you
will be expected to use
this tool
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