 discussion on the nature and direction of your chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities.
This essay discusses how archaeology fits into the wider range humanities and how it interplays into topics like ancient history, ethics, philosophy among other subjects.  The humanities are believed to be “soft” and is sometimes not as respected as the sciences within the academic community however this essay argues that the humanities are vital to our lives and our world. Other questions are asked such as what archaeology means in isolation and what ripple effects it will have on the world and how the world has affected archaeology as this field of study is relatively young when compared to its contemporaries in the humanities.

There is an interesting correlation that archaeology has to the other aspects of humanities as archaeology is the window into the past from its very beginnings. For example, to find the ancient texts that historians will use to map a timeline of any period. Archaeologists start with finding these texts on a dig site or other means using archaeology. This starting point exists in a significant portion of the humanities. Ancient history is very clearly tied to archaeology but in its specifics, there is a unique tie that these subjects have in common and that is the study of humanity, the oxford dictionary defines archaeology as “the study of human and prehistory through the excavation and the analyses of artefacts and other physical remains”. This shows us that archaeology has a focus on what we find in the ground that is physically there and therefore will focus on the microscale and will rarely move upwards where on the other hand history and specifically ancient history works on the macroscale which would cover the rise and fall of towns cities and empires and will sometimes focus on a person who were historically significant. An excellent example of this is Pompeii because on the timeline of Rome as a civilisation Pompeii is not focused on. Pompeii’s urban origins extend back to 6th century bc (Cooley and Cooley, 2013 pg 2) but archaeology will tell us about how the people lived life and what the towns and cities looked like this can be seen with the graffiti found in Pompeii with tags everyone had placed and they sound very familiar to things we put down now on walls and school desks. For example, this one where someone proudly wrote down “we two dear men, friends forever, were here. If you want to know our names are Gaius and Aulus.” (Heaphy, 2017). This quote was found outside a bar celebrating a friendship between two people which we have all seen before in graffiti in public restrooms and such. The point being made is that archaeology and history weave a tapestry that is a fuller singular picture which allows us to learn significantly more than if we only focused on either one.
Philosophy and its practices have had a muddy history as there has been many situations where the ethics of a situation will get called into this quote puts this very complicated concept into perspective quite well “ Archaeologists are tasked with balancing a call to open and the need to maintain confidentiality of sensitive archaeological site locations”. (Smith, 2020) this shows that there is a clear need to both provide information about the excavation and provide privacy and discretion to the area being excavated. Although there are many other ethical issues with archaeology, there is one that has been seeing a shift over the years as recently there has been an attempt to rectify the issue of repatriation and specifically the returning of heritage items. Due to the treatment of indigenous people in Canada and the United States during the colonial era there has been calls for repatriations and compensation through various means(Montgomery and Supernant, 2022). It is true that these are an anthropological issue the archaeological issue is what to do with the bodies which were unfortunately not disposed of respectfully. These repatriations are the government or other institution admitting the cruel acts of dehumanising violence in the ways available to these bodies.

Creative writing is although not a historical subject in any traditional sense it does closely relate to archaeology and the world but creative writing can take from everything and make a story out of it. “it’s all stories, really. The sun coming up every day is a story. Everything’s got a story in it. Change the story, change the world.”-Terry Pratchett. That quote means that everything has its story that should be told an archaeology is the way to find those lost or surviving stories and change the world. Archaeology allows the world to see how Pompeii was destroyed by a volcano. 
Considering what the uses creative writing can have is also vital to understanding how archaeology can affect the world as there is an example of what an archaeologist is has been affected. There are countless movies that will show an archaeologist and them working and completely romanticise how an archaeologist will operate but there is something to be said about audiences being entertained by the medium. It is evident that in order for people to learn what an archaeologist is and aspire to be an archaeologist. This is the same for any of the huminite such as philosophy, politics. history, music or media studies creative writing inks with everything

The humanities are referred to as the “soft” subjects as it seems to juxtapose the “hard” sciences. In fact, even within the academic community there is belief that the “soft” subjects are not needed as much or considered to be inferior in an academic sense. For example, in 2023 a proposal in parliament was put forward to make people take mathematics as a subject until 18 (Lewis, 2023) this would mean that teenagers will be doing maths during their advanced levels which means that there is more to focus on aside from the pupils chosen subjects this shows a clear want of “hard subjects” and a push towards the sciences which almost all include mathematics and advanced maths this means that due to the “favouritism” put forward by this bill it would push people further into the roles of stem subjects and other subjects that utilize the scientific method such as physics, chemistry and biology. This leads to a stigma within the public and will cause students to move towards the stem subjects.

Archaeology has its place within society and the public consciousness, for example the public sees archaeology as an adventure of discovering lost ancient temples and globe spanning adventures like the movie series Indiana jones. While that is not the case, which to many is disappointing. But archaeology is still incredibly important to knowing our history and other aspects of our culture. As mentioned previously their archaeology is the starting point for the historic side of the humanities and is closely tied to the microscale of history and will analyse the (relatively when compared to the vast scale of the vast scale of history) smaller scale when it comes to studying the past. This close analyses to the specific objects of history can give us close investigations of how people lived and how the world worked back in those times. Of course, recorded history helps significantly but there is specific insights into the world of the past items that have helped us include objects like the Rosetta stone an abject that enabled the translation of previously untranslatable texts expanding our historic knowledge(The British Museum, 2023).the historic knowledge that excavation sand digs have given to the world is invaluable and is a large piece in the tapestry of history.
Due to archaeology’s international exploits and centuries of colonisation archaeology has become politically charged and is often used to legitimise beliefs and to also heal relations. The best example for healing relations between nations is the repatriations given to indigenous tribes and people most famously in North and South America such as the Nigsa’s people(Matassa-Fung, 2023). This saw a totem pole returned to the native Nigsa tribe and allow not only repatriations but also a building of a better relationship free of the wrong doings of the colonial era.
Every field of study moves in a certain direction. Examples of this include biology and its determination find the secrets of the human and inhuman body. This asks the question where archaeology is moving towards and it seems to be evident that archaeology is looking to chronicle the entirety of the human experience and to move past. in the words of Stuart Pigott “Archaeologists are students of material evidence surviving from the past.” This shows that archaeology will always strive to document the physical past and the physical evidence that is found. This is an evolution from the professions of antiquaries who would collect objects for the sake of documentation and collection. Whereas archaeology will gather and document the objects and the stories we gather from them such as the Rosetta stone which not only will tell us about the ancient world but also tell us about the languages and allow us to translate other works that is found from excavations and other such methods (The British Museum, 2023). 
As stated, archaeology is moving in the direction of education and study of the past and how we can leave that knowledge for the future. The method of how scholars and archaeologists will store this knowledge for the future is numerous. There are obvious examples such as archival systems using book, film or even storing digitally abut archaeology specifically has a specific problem. Due to the academic studies within nuclear power, we have created an extreme amount of nuclear waste and that nuclear waste needs to have warnings about going near, them as nuclear waste is extremely dangerous for examples of the devastating impacts look towards Chernobyl(Møller and Mousseau, 2006) and the extreme biological disasters it has caused. To stop people entering these nuclear waste sights there are many arguments on how it should be done such as aggressive architecture using spikes and other hazardous environments to ward people off those areas(Kit, 2022).no matter which wat this is done it is clear that the direction archaeology will be moving in is that of leaving messages for the future
Throughout this essay archaeology has been defined by its rile within the world and how t interacts with its contemporaries but in isolation archaeology is the study of the physical world and how it has grown and changed it will look at the past present and future, finding all it can until there is a clear picture. But in order to find that picture it must pair with history, creative writing, philosophy and every other humanities subject to truly map out the humanity’s past and display it for all to learn from.
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