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Introduction

This report will discuss about the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the
students learning experience of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. However,
the research title, rationale related to the study, research aim and objectives, literature
review will be detailed in this report. Moreover, primary and secondary data will be
analysed. For primary data a survey will be conducted through online and for
secondary data analysis, a case study based on the published materials and tools on
VLE will be used. Additionally, a conclusion and recommendation will be provided to

enlighten the VLE of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.

Research Title

According to (Stewart et al, 2011) VLE is a web based software system which is
intended to make the learning and teaching system more simplify with the use of
various tools and activities. With the help of VLE, students can prepare a task in the
class and they can complete it at their suitable location and time (). Also, they can
develop their learning ability by contributing to synchronous and asynchronous
thoughts. (Rashid & Elahi, 2012) suggests that VLE has an impact on students’
achievement which inspires them to learn independently and motivates them to
acquire knowledge. This report emphasises on the impact of VLE on the students of

University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis London Campus.

Rationale

The university of Wales Trinity Saint David is one of the most popular university in the
UK which provides effective teaching and learning process which comprises the
Virtual Learning Environment. The University has all the technical facilities to deliver
an organised VLE to the students. Also, it has online and distance learning courses
which help students learning in their work and personal life (Valsamidisa, 2014). The
qualified teachers are appointed to conduct the modules through VLE. However, there
are some positive and negative impacts of VLE among the students which effects their

learning process. Thus, this will consider as the research topic.



Research Aim and Objectives

The aim of this report is to analyse the impact of VLE on students of the University of

Wales Trinity Saint David.

e To analyse the concept of VLE in the education system in the UK.

e To identify the significant aspects which influence students’ learning.

e To critically evaluate the effect of VLE on students’ learning.

e To develop recommendations to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David to
advance their VLE.

Literature Review

Virtual Learning Environment

Since the 1970s the Open university of UK had been using computers for learning and
but the viable VLE ‘Blackboard’ was presented in 2000 (Blackboard, 2011). According
to (Mah, 2016) to build up the relationship between teachers and students VLE has
been accompanying the learning and teaching process. The conception of VLE is
reflected as a dynamic concept because of the continuous growth of digital
technologies. In the educational institutions VLE has been using to enhance the
innovative and creative experiences of students’. Thus, VLE naturally reproduce the
traditional teaching and learning process through online which consists content
distribution, notices, online interaction via forums and chats (Baker & Gossman, 2013).
The use of virtual learning environment makes the traditional classroom environment
more encouraging and innovative that facilitates the process to deliver large quantities
of data between teacher and students.

Factors affecting students’ learning

There are several aspects which influence students’ learning experience such as
mental factors, physical factors, environmental factors, technological factors etc. It
also significantly influenced by the relationship between teacher and students. Among

all this factors, students’ learning experience has been significantly affected by the



role of technology (Weller, 2007). In this current world of technology, virtual learning
environment motivates the students’ learning interest (Wang & Newlin, 2012).
However, interactive technology system allows teachers to take collaborative classes
which offers various valuable opportunities through which students can get feedback
of their work and can improve their learning about innovative ideas. According to
(Seifert & Keefe, 2001) the technological learning process provides the students to
access online library, social media, software through which they can distinct their ideas

and analyse the data.

Positive and Negative effects of VLE

(Zitter et al, 2011) suggested that, in VLE a software collaboration device has been
used by the students which facilitates both teachers and students to improve their
understanding and analytical skills. Thus, students’ performance is drastically
improved on the online tests, assignments and course work. For this reason, VLE
boost students’ deliberation and encourage them to progress their independent
thinking (Sclater,2016). However, VLE familiarizes the students about the modern
technology and allows them to enlighten their innovative learning ideas broadly. They
can complete their course work according to their suitable place and time having an
easy access to their VLE which eliminates the boredom of the traditional lecture based
classroom teaching and examination method. Also, they get updated regarding their

schedules and results through this virtual learning environment system.

However, (Demian & Morrice, 2012) expressed that in the virtual learning environment
where teaching and learning activities are designed with a web-based instruction does
not permits students to improve their social and emotional interaction which takes
place in the traditional classroom activity. Moreover, (Weller, 2007) mentioned that the
students in online learning environment have less opportunity and privilege of
practicing structured dialogue and the sense of communal activities which can be

found more on traditional classroom actions.



Impact of VLE on Students’ Learning Experience in Education Industry

In the educational institution of UK has well-established e-learning system (Weller,
2007). According to (Ofsted,2009), in the universities of UK VLE designed in a way
where traditional classroom based reclusive activities are less and students are more
involved in sociable activities in online discussion. However, (Maltby & Mackie, 2009)
includes that the learning and cognitive achievement can be enriched by the
educational technology. According to the (Weller, 2007) the concept of VLE more use
in the universities and colleges rather than the schools. All the class activities, course
works and assessment are based on online.80% of the university and college students
stated that learning through VLE has more positive effects of study where 20% of the
students of UK universities prefer the traditional teaching and learning process (Barker
& Gossman, 2013).

Research Methodology

In this study, the following methods have been applied:

Research Philosophy

According to (Saunders et al, 2012), research philosophy supports the data collection
and data analysis process. Among the various types of research philosophy
interpretivism has been used in this report. The reason for choosing this philosophy is

that it will help to evaluate the learning experience of students in VLE.

Research Approach

Between two research approaches deductive and inductive, in this report the inductive
approach ahs been used. Using this approach, this report can enlighten the various
practices of VLE of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David and identify the

students’ learning experience.



Research Nature

Explanatory types of research have been chosen in this report. As this report
concentred on the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, thus the scope is limited to
their students learning experience.

Research Strategy

In this report an online survey and case study have been used as research strategy.
A questionnaire has been designed (see appendix) to conduct the survey. However,
this report is able to achieve a reliable and authentic result through quantitative data

and also the findings can be examined in an effective way through case study strategy.

Data Collection

To conduct the data collection procedure, in this report both primary and secondary
data have been used. To implement the primary data an online survey has been
employed and for secondary data collection a case study based on different secondary

sources such as journals, report, books have been followed.

Sampling

The current report selected 20 students from the London campus of this University to
identify their learning experience. According to Saunders et al, (2012) the sample size
should be based on number of samples. To explain the research issue, the simple
random probability method has been used and a case study had been observed to

justify the research.

Ethical issues

To pursue the academic research, the researcher had fulfilled all the requirements of
the University. To ensure the privacy of collecting personal data, the data protection
act has been followed (Sclater, 2016). Also, to analyse secondary data and to avoid

plagiarism, the author cited all the sources.



Limitations

However, the survey and case study policy have been used but lack of interview may
have significant changes on the reliability of the findings. Besides, only the students
of university of Wales Trinity Saint David has been considered and their learning

experience of VLE is examined in this report.

Primary Data Analysis

Survey Analysis

A total of 20 students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus
have been participated in the survey. They answered the 10 questionnaires which
comprised of close ended and open ended questions and brings the 100% response.

The findings of the survey are discussed below:

Question Types of Question Participants Numbers and Answers
1 Agree to contribute 20
2 Students of the University of 20
Wales Trinity Saint David
3 Access Moodle from home 20
4 Problem to log in the Moodle Yes- 5 (internet problem)
No-15

5 To use the Moodle out of the Twice in a week -10

class required by the teacher Three times in a week-8

Five times a week-2

6 Use Moodle to support for own 17
learning
7 Inspiration from the Moodle of 14

independent learning




8 Increase the motivation to learn increase-14

9 positive impact of achievement positive impact-16

10 Learning experience of VLE disatisfied-5

The above data gathered from the University of the Wales Trinity Saint David. This
table shows that all the 20 students participated in the survey and all of them are the
students of this university. Also, the 20 students are able to access the Moodle from
their home in accordance with their suitable time. However, among them 5 students
sometimes face problem to log in their Moodle because of the slow internet and other
15 students can frequently use it. It is also clear from the data that 10 students
mentioned that they need to use the Moodle required by their teacher twice a week
while other 8 and 2 students mentioned they need use it three time and five times
respectively. Moreover, 17 students declared the use of Moodle helps them to learn
themselves and 14 said they can learn independently and gets motivation to develop
their learning process through this VLE system. Besides, the use of VLE of this
university has a positive impact on 16 students learning achievement and also 15
students are satisfied on the impact of the VLE of this university. Ultimately, it is clear
from the survey report that this university provides a good VLE to the students and
they have a very good impact on their learning experience. However, a graph is also
shown in the appendix.

Secondary Data Analysis

The Impact of VLE on Students’ Learning Experience

In the UK, VEL is more establishes in the higher education system rather than in
school. However, their application and development is continuing. According to (Paulo
et al, 2017) there are several tools are offering to establish the new ways of learning.

The VLE system is involved may functions including group discussion via email,
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multiple common emails to support academic conversation and also students are able
to read others posts, so that they can also get some ideas and share their own
innovative thoughts. In the universities of UK, an undergraduate course of philosophy
provides students a multi-user tool of online discussion which support them to conduct
debate, group work, discussion, source sharing and learning (Ozgur, 2015). Thus,
students learn from reading others work and write down their own words, sharing their
views with others. As a result, they are implementing a new learning policy which is
useful for them to learn theoretical knowledge. Therefore, it has been realised that,
VLE has a great influence on students learning experience through which they can
achieve strategic learning method.

Case Study Analysis

After having a brief discussion on the impact of VLE on students learning experience,
it is clear that, VLE has a positive effect on the higher education system. Students can
boost up their knowledge with a new learning environment. Though, this system is

used limitedly in the schools and yet to be developed VLE in the schools.

Conclusion and Recommendation

Once having a detailed discussion about the impact of VLE on students learning
experience, can be declared that it has a both positive and negative effect. However,
positive effects are relatively more. Besides, the findings of primary data showed that
students of the university of Wales Trinity Saint David has a good learning experience.
Though, some of them disagreed. Thus, some recommendations should be applied in
regards that which includes students’ requirement to use the Moodle, more motivation
and engagement in the online activities, supportive technological elements so that

they can improve their independent learning etc.
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Appendix

Primary Data source
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Questionnaire

Hello, the purpose of this research is the academic requirement. The outcome of this

survey will only be used for the academic purpose.

1 | agree to participate in the research
Yes
No

2. Are you a student of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David?
Yes

No

3. Do you access Moodle from home?
Yes
No

4. Do you face any problem to log into you Moodle?

Yes (reason)

No

5. How often you are required by your teacher to use the Moodle out of the class?
Twice in a week
Three times a week

Five times a week

15



6. How frequent do you use your Moodle to support your own learning?

7. How does the use of Moodle inspire you for independent learning?

8. How does the use of Moodle increase your motivation to learn?

9. How do you think using Moodle creates a positive impact on your achievement?

10. How is your learning experience of the VLE of this University?
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